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H. R. 14396. A BILL AUTHORIZING THE LIfiHT-HOUSE BOARD TO ES- 
TABLISH POST LIGHTS ON THE UPPER DELAWARE RIVER BETWEEN 
BORDENTOWN, N. J.. AND TRENTON, N. J. 



Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 

Monday, March 30, 1908, 
The subcommittee met at 10 o'clock a. m., Hon. James R. Mann 
(chairman) in the chair. 

STATEMENT OF HON. IRA W. WOOD, A REPRESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

]Mr. Wood. I appear in behalf of a bill I introduced, JI. R. 14396, 
to establish post lights on the upper Delaware River between Borden- 
town, N. J., and Trenton, N. J. That is a distance of 6 miles. The 
head of steam navigation is Trenton. All the steamboats running 
from Philadelphia go up to Trenton, one of the lines making four 
trips a day during the summer. I have here a copy of a letter sent 
to this committee by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor. I also 
have here a letter from Captain Sebree on the same subject, stating 
that the lights have been recommended by the Light-House Board. 
The trouble has been that the appropriation law reads " from Phila- 
delphia to Bordentown," and the Light-House Board has not felt 
justified in making appropriations for the river above Bordentown, 
and the- suggestion is made that the sundry civil appropriation bill 
should be amended so as to read, " from Philadelphia to Trenton," 
instead of Bordentown. 

Here is g^lso a copy of a report made by the inspector of the fourth 
district in 1906. Since that time a channel has been cut through by 
the Government under an appropriation of $50,000 from Farengo 
bar. That work was completed last December, but the lights are even 
more necessary than ever, because it is necessary to determine the line 
of that channel, inasmuch as the bar is submerged at tide water. 

Mr. EscH. What is the width of the channel? 

Mr. Wood. Two hundred feet. I will leave these letters and docu- 
ments with the committee. 

The Chairman. What is the distance, you say, from Bordentown 
to Trenton? * 

]Mr. Wood. Six miles, I think. 

The Chairman. It will take o\Ay a few lights? 

Mr. Wood. They recommend three or four lights, I believe. 

Mr. Stevens. Have they not authority to put them in? 
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Mr. Wood. They seem to think there is a question, because the 
appropriation law reads '* from Philadelphia to Bordentown." 

The Chairman. They have not the authority to put them in now, 
unless the appropriation act is changed, and of course that change 
would be subject to a point of order. 

Mr. Stevens. Really, all you want is to extend the limit? 

Mr. Wood. I want to extend the limit. I want to say that at the 
date of that report, 1906, there was a very circuitous channel, but, 
as I say, the channel has since been cut through, directly through the 
bar, but I presume the needs are just as great. 

(The letter frpm Captain Sebree referred to is as follows:) 

I)KI»ARTMI:NT of COArMKRCK AND I.AI?OR. 

LKJHT-Horsj: Board. 
WaMhingtftn, Dcrcmhrr 17 y J 906, 
Hon. Ira W. Wood, M. ('., 

House of RcprrscHtafircs. Wunhiuytini, I). (1. 
Sib: The Board bas the honor to state, in reply to your letter of December 
13, 1906, to Admiral Lumberton, the former chnirmau of the Light-House Board, 
in regard to establishing post lights on the upper Delaware al)ove Bordentown 
to Trenton, that this matter has l)een considered by the Board. 

Under the law appropriating money for lighting rivers, various rivers are 
mentioned, among these is "the Delaware River between Philadelphia, Pa., 
and Bordentown, N. J." 

The Board contemplates establishing three or four post lights below Borden- 
town in the spring. 

In order to establish post liglits betw(H»n Bordentown and Trenton it is sug- 
gested that in the act the words should he changed to "between Philadelphia, 
Pa., and Trenton, X. J." The Board could then, uuder the general appropria- 
tion, establish such lights as were deemed necessary and that the appropria- 
tion would permit. 

It is thought that only four or five lights are needetl now l)etween Borden- 
town and Trenton, and, if authorized, they could probably be established at a 
cost of $200 to $300, and it would cost to maintain but about $400 to $500 a 
year for the whole of them. 

Should the Congress appropriate the amount estimated for lighting rivers, 
these lights could be established as soon as authorized. 

The Board thinks that to get that part of the Delaware River included under 
the general law it would be preferable to provide therefor in a separate bill. 
Respectfully, 

IT. Sebree, 
Captain, U. 8. \avy, Naval Secretary. 

H. B. 13270. A BILL TO COSTBUCT A LIGHT-SHIP OFF POINT JU- 
DITH, BHODE ISLAND. 

H. B. 17518. A BILL FOB THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A GAS AND 
WHISTLING BUOY OFF POINT JUDITH, BHODE ISLAND. 

STATEMENT OF HON. GEORGE P. WETMORE, A SENATOR FROM 
THE STATE OF BHOBE ISLAND. 

Mr. Mann. Senator Wetmore, we have two bills here, one for a 
gas and whistling buoy off Point Judith and one for a light-ship 
off Point Judith. Do you wish to be heard on both of them? 

Senator Wetmore. I am here, Mr. Chairman, on the invitation 
of your subcommittee, as suggested in your letter of March 27. 

This matter was first brought to my attention in December, 1905, 
by Capt. J. W. Miller, the superintendent of the New England 
Navigation Company, who represents the Fall Eiver, Providence, 
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Bridgeport, Norwich, New Haven, New Bedford, and New London 
steamboat lines, which used to be the Old Colony Line, one of the 
most important lines on the coast. Mr. Miller came in to see me 
on December 14, and I think he told me that a petition had been 
presented to the Light-House Board, asking that the Board recom- 
mend to Congress an appropriation for a light-ship to be stationed 
off Point Judith. I then made inquiries at the Department and 
found that the petition was acted upon adversely on the ground there 
were a' good many aids to navigation there, and in view of the press- 
ing claims of other localities. The result of this was nothing more 
was done that year. 

This year I saw Captain Miller during the summer, and he was 
still verj^ urgent about the establishment of the light-ship at Point 
Judith, so I introduced a bill, after my return to Washington, 
on the 28th of January, 1908, for a light-ship, Mr. Capron already 
having introduced one on the 11th of January. The bills are iden- 
tical. My bill was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
the committee made the usual inquiry of the Department of Com- 
merce and Labor, and in answer to that inquiry a letter was received 
addressed to the chairman of the committee, dated January 81, which 
is as follows: 

Department of Commerce and liAnoR, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, D. C„ January SI, 1908. 

Deab Sib : Referring to the committee's letter dated January 29, 1908, inclos- 
ing a copy of S. 4556, " to construct and place a light-ship off Point Judlth> 
Rhode Island/' and asking tliat the committee be furnished with such sugges- 
tions as may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the propriety 
of its passage, this Department has the honor to state as follows : 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that Point 
Judith, Rhode Island, light station has a good light and a powerful fog signal, 
with deep water close to the shore : that during the past year an acetylene gas 
and whistling buoy, belonging to private parties, was installed for experimental 
purposes li miles to the southward and eastward of Point Judith and met the 
needs of navigation, and that two fog signals so close together are undesirable. 

The Light-House Board is of the opinion that the establishment of this light 
vessel is undesirable, and that the interests of navigation would be more 
perfectly met by the appropriation of not more than $30,000 for the purpose of 
the establishment of a large combination acetylene gas and whistling buoy with 
reliefs off Point Judith, Rhode Island. 

This Department, therefore, concurring in the opinion of the Light-House 
Board, recommends that this bill do not pass. 

The Department states in this connection that a similar report on this subject 
was made by this Department on January 16, 1908, to the chairman of the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, House of Representatives. 
Very truly, yours, 

Oscar S. Straus, Secretary, 

The Chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 

United States Senate. 

I communicated that answer to Mr. Miller, and in reply I re- 
ceived a letter from him dated February 5, 1908, as follows : 

The New England Navigation Company, 

Office of the Vice-President, 

New York, February 5, 1908. 
Hon. George Pea body Wetmore, 

United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 
Sir: I have yours of the 4th, inclosing a communication, dated January 31, 
to you from the Secretary of the Department of Commerce and Labor. In my 
opinion, and that of the masters of all the Sound Line steamers, the only 
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proper mauner in wliich to afford due protection to tlie large number of vessels 
passing Point Judith is to place a light-ship from half a mile to a mile to the 
southward of the present buoy referred to in the Secretary's letter. If a light- 
ship were there, steamers could then run for it in thick weather with safety. 
The distance from Little Gull to Point Judith is 33^ statute miles, and the course 
is parallel to a dangerous and low coast, with a sea often heavy and setting 
from the southward and eastward. Captains in thick weather have to be very 
careful that thay do not swerve to the northward and get on the point. They 
could, until lately, depend upon hearing the whistling buoy off the point, and in 
this connection I would especially draw your attention to the trip of our 
steamer Massachusetts during the terrific gale and snowstorm of January 23 
and 24. The captain ran from Little Gull toward the buoy, and on not making 
it had to turn back and wait for daylight. After running to the westward he 
again returned toward the buoy and went ashore, the wind blowing almost a 
hurricane and snowing very hard. In his testimony he states that if there had 
been a light-ship, with a good whistle off Point Judith a little farther offshore 
he could have run for it. I attribute the grounding of our new steamer 
Massachusetts entirely to the fact that there was only an ordinary whistling 
buoy off Point Judith, and, as shown by the testimony in the case, it was not 
whistling on account of being frozen up. I consider that nowhere on the coast 
is a first-class light-ship needed more than off Point Judith. 

On the other hand, a large combination acetylene gas and whistling buoy 
was until quite lately on the station. It was a vast improvement on the buoy 
there now and former ones, and if, under the proposed legislation, a similar 
or better one can be continually on the station, this company is willing to ac- 
cept the wise decision of the Government for its trial. Such a buoy when in 
order, both as far as its light and whistle are concerned, should, I think, answer 
all purposes if it were placed a little farther offshore. The difllculty of any 
automatic instrument is that there is no way to correct any shortcomings 
of its action in bad weather, as there would be on board a light-ship. 

Finally, the acetylene buoy received high praise from our captains and pilots 
and we have no objection to trying it, as we appreciate the fact that a light- 
ship will cost over $100,000, besides its maintenance. 
Respectfully, 

J. W. Miller, Vice-PrcHdent. 

The result of this communication from the Department was that 
Mr. Capron introduced another bill (H. E. 17518) for the establish- 
ment of an acetylene gas and whistling buoy off Point Judith, Rhode 
Island. I would suggest that this bill be substituted for the light- 
ship bill, with this modification : After the word " a " in line 5, in- 
stead of reading " a gas and whistling buoy," it should be " a combina- 
tion acetylene gas and whistling buoy with reliefs." I will say in 
explanation of that, that after getting Mr. Mann's letter of March 
27, knowing there had been this acetylene buoy placed off Point 
Judith, I communicated with the Department Saturday afternoon 
and got the following information : 

The Light-House Board put in place at Point Judith about March 15, 1908, a 
second size acetylene gas and whistling buoy, which is the property of the 
United States. It takes the place of the buoy of the same type located there 
last summer by the manufacturers for exiierimental purposes. The Light- 
House Board did not have sufficient funds to purchase atiother buoy to be held 
In reserve, for use while the one now in place should be removed to be filled or to 
be repaired. Under the present arrangement the turning point at Point Judith 
will be unprotected while the present buoy Is being recharged or repaired, llie 
Government owns another buoy of the same type, which Is at the Gedney chan- 
nel. New York. If Congress should appropriate the $30,000 asked for, two 
acetylene gas and whistling buoys of the largest size and most approved type 
could be purchased, one to be held In reserve, as Indicated above. 

I understand these acetylene gas buoys have to be recharged every 
six months, and unless there is a relief, while the regular buoy is 
being recharged. Point Judith will be absolutely unprotected. I 
understand these acetylene gas whistling buoys cost $15,000 each. 
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Therefore, for the $30,000 asked in the bill you could get two — one 
for regular service and one to be held in reserve for emergencies. Do 
you agree with me, Mr. Capron? 

Mr. Capron. Entirely. 

Senator Wetmore. Instead of the $100,000 light-ship, we ask that 
Mr. Capron's bill with these amendments suggested be substituted. 

The Chairman. If you got an acetylene buoy there, you would be 
satisfied as far as this place is concerned. All you want is one thete 
at a time ? 

Mr. Capron. Yes, sir; but if I may say right there 

The Chairman. It is wholly out of the question to supply two 
acetlyene buoys for each station in the United States. 

Mr. Capron. Just there may I say, Mr. Chairman, that this coast, 
perhaps, almost more than any other in the United States, is, along 
through the summer time, beset with fogs, very dense fogs. I have 
spent eight hours running time creeping down that dangerous coast 
in the summer time in a steamer because the fogs were so dense. 
Then, that buoy has to be taken to New York to be recharged. While 
it is gone it is the worst menace to navigation that could be. There 
ought to be a relief buoy there ; it would last for all time, almost. A 
relief buoy there, on a coast where there have been more wrecks than 
at any other single point in the United States, seems to me is of abso- 
lute necessity, because of the very great danger of putting a buoy 
there and having the navigators depend upon it, and then to have it 
taken away for five or six or eight or ten days to repair or recharge 
it, which must be done every six months. 

The Chairman. Do you not think it would be very expensive to 
keep one buoy idle during the year except for six or eight or ten days? 

Mr. Capron. No, sir ; I think it would be very great economy. 

The Chairman. It is wholly unnecessary to buy two byoys for one 
place in order to furnish relief. 

Mr. Capron. That buoy might very properly be applied to another 
place where there was a buoy, to Gedney channel, and alternate be- 
tween the two at the discretion of the Light-House Board, I quite 
understand; but as we can not ask for anything for Gedney channel, 
I will simply ask for a complete equipment here at the smallest cost. 

The Chairman. What is in operation there? 

Mr. Capron. Along within six weeks the Government has placed 
there one of these second-class buoys, a whistling buoy, an acetylene 
gas plant. 

The Chairman. The kind that you want? 

Mr. Capron. The kind that we want, except that it is not of the 
most powerful kind. If they were going to get another, I should 
think that they ought to get the most powerful, because it is a place 
where a very great light is needed. The Department says it must be 
taken away once in so often to be recharged. 

The Chairman. That is the case, with almost all the acetylene 
buoys, and there are many of them. 

Mr. Capron. But very largely they have relief buoys. 

The Chairman. There are no duplicates. 

Mr. EscH. Do they not charge them in position ? 

Mr. Capron. No, sir; they have to be taken away to be recharged. 

The Chairman. That is the great trouble with them. 
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Senator Wetmore. If you are not disposed to give the light ship, 
here you have the substitute, the $30,000 of relief, which would ap- 
parently do the business. 

The Chairman. We are very much obliged to you, indeed. 

Senator Wetmore. I am very glad to have come here, gentlemen. 

Mr. Capron. I am under great obligations to the committee for the 
courtesy you have shown me. I hope, however, Mr. Chairman, that 
you will not feel that on a coast of the United States where there have 
been tremendous wrecks, where a vessel has been ashore within a short 
time, that for a few thousand dollars, which would answer to allow a 
buoy to be taken away a week or ten days to be recharged or repaired 
at a comparatively small expense, or a perpetual thing like a relief 
buoy could be supplied, you will hesitate to authorize an appropria- 
tion so that when they take one away they could leave another one 
there. 

The Chairman. We understand, of course, the necessity of keeping 
a light there. When you establish an aid you have to keep something 
there. 

H. B. 15118. A BILL TO AUTHOBIZE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
LIGHT STATION ON DUCK ISLAND, ISLES OF SHOALS, STATE OF 
MAINE. 

STATEMENT OF HON. CYEUS A. SUILOWAY, A EEPEESENTATIVE 
IN GONGKESS FKOM THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIKE. 

The Chairman. You have, Mr. Allen, House bill 15118, for a light 
station on Duck Island, Isles of Shoals, State of Maine, and there is 
a similar bill in the Senate (S. 4226), introduced by Senator Gal- 
linger. Is that the one you desire to be heard on ? 

Mr. Allen. That is the one I introduced. I introduced it at the 
request of a gentleman from Portsmouth, N. H., interested in navi- 
gation, and it is one of the Isles of Shoals, off Portsmouth, but I am 
not acquainted with them at all. So I have asked Mr. SuUoway, who 
is more interested and who has been there and knows the dangers, and 
so on, to come and make a statement. 

Mr. SuLLOWAY. I will only take a moment of your time. These 
islands are what are known as the " Shoals." They are in the path- 
way, so to speak, of commerce from Boston to Portsmouth and Fort- 
land and farther east. I have been somewhat familiar with them 
and the rest of those islands. This island known as " Duck Island " 
is nothing but a ledge. I think there is no earth upon it. I think 
you could not grow a muUen stalk or a weed on it, if I am not misin- 
formed, and if others who have been there are not misinformed. It 
is in an extreme northeasterly direction from the main islands, and 
the one which extends out like a wart on a finger, if I may use that 
expression, nearest to the route that will be traveled by crafts going 
from Boston east. Of course, the danger on our coast is the north- 
east storms, the snowstorms, when it is diiRcult to see, and with a 
strong tide and a terrible wind. I would think, without being a 
sailor or knowing anything about navigation, that that was a danger- 
dus point, because it is low, the rocks are down near the water, and 
there may be some bowlders sticking up a little. I would not say, in 
my judgment, because I do not know enough about those things, but 
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I would think that it was a proper and a suitable thing to have some- 
thing there to mark that location. 

Mr. Stevens, How far is it from the Isle of Shoals light? 

Mr. SuixowAY. The light, as I remember it, is on Star Island ; I 
could not tell anything about the measurements. 

Mr. Stevens. It is only a few miles away ? 

Mr. SuLLOWAY. It can not be many miles, no; but in a driving 
snowstorm such as we have there a mile or half a mile obscures a 
light, when the storm comes down from the north, and sailors have 
to put on their oilcloth jackets and caps, and you can not see 10 rods 
ahead. 

The Chairman. The light is not much good ? 

Mr. SuLLOWAY. It is good for that particular point, but not a half 
a mile away. The gentleman asked how far it was away. 

The Chairman. You have got lights now on the Isle of Shoals, 
and also Boon Island. 

Mr. SuLLowAY. The lights on Star Island and the Isle of Shoals 
and Boon Island are far apart. Boon Island must be 12 miles, at 
least, from the Isle of Shoals, I should think. I am not attempting 
to describe this coast to you gentlemen with accuracy, but I have been 
on all of these coasts anid know them all and fished all around them. 
They have no connection. Boon Island is an island out 12 miles from 
York, 10 miles they call it, and I will say about the same from the 
shoals, and then 3 miles away, if I am correct in the points of the 
compass, is what is called Boon Island, a rock on which crafts have 
been often wrecked. It is a rock which is never visible, and over 
which the tide runs. If there is anything I could suggest that any of 
you have any inquiries about, I would be very glad to do so. 

Mr. Stephens. From the report of this Light-House Board the 
scope of vision of the Isle of Shoals light runs up to Boon Island. 

Mr. SuLLOWAY. Undoubtedly, in a clear night. I can see it from 
Hampton ; I can see it from Greenland ; I can see it from Portsmouth, 
from Newburyport in a clear night, but when a storm comes, or when 
there is a fog, or when the snow drifts so that you can not see lOO 
feet, scarcely, that is the time you want a light. 

The Chairman. The usual rule is to establish one light within 
such a distance that you can pick up the new light from the time you 
lose the old light. It is not possible to provide lights enough to have 
one every 100 feet. 

Mr. SuLLowAY. This is not every 100 feet. These are some way 
apart ; it is a dangerous point and a tremendous coastwise commerce 
passes there. 

Mr. Stevens. What wrecks have there been there ? 

Mr. SuLLOWAY. On this particular point ? 

Mr. Stevens. Yes. 

Mr. SuLLOwAY. I have heard tell of some people who have been 
wrecked there, but I can not undertake to name any. I am not com- 
ing here with a storj^ that I can back up of my own knowledge. 

Mr. Mann. Who is it, particularly, who has been urging this? 

Mr. SuLLowAY. So far as I know, simply the people who are in 
the coastwise trade ; and I went there last summer with General Kim- 
ball and a board — two other gentlemen — to locate a life-saving sta- 
tion on one of those islands, and from them I gleaned more of the 
necessities of those things, because I regard what they said as reliable 
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information. Among the places that were suggested was Duck Island, 
and it turned out in the conversation between General Kimball and 
one of the other members of the board that there was no communi- 
cation from Duck Island to Smedloe. That is where the Indians 
formerly lived, and then John Smith came up there with some other 
people, and it finally became one of the towns in the State of New 
Hampshire known as Newcastle. It used to be that when we had an 
election it used to be said by the parties, "As Newcastle goes so goes 
the State ;" but there is a vast coastwise commerce. 

Mr. Mann. Do you understand that the Light-House Board says 
that this is not necessary at this time, and that Senator Gallinger 
has abandoned the Senate bill? 

Mr. SuLLOWAY. I do not know anything about it. Mr. Allen told 
me there was such a bill here and he asked me to come up and state 
to you gentlemen a little bit of information, whatever knowledge I 
have from being on those islands. 

Mr. Stevens. Has any association of vessel owners or maritime 
association asked for this? 

Mr. SuLLOWAY. They have certainly said to me on that particular 
occasion which I spoke of to you, when I was there, that it was the 
dangerous point oi these islands; this Star Island, where the light- 
house is, is nearest to Boston, but this was the extreme dangerous 
point, as crafts were driven in a northeastern storm on to this, which 
was outside. My impression is that with a terrible tide and the strong 
wind that island is practically submerged, though not entirely, be- 
cause I remember their narrating to me of having saved people at the 
station near Portsmouth. 

Mr. Mann. There are two bills here, a House bill and a Senate bill, 
both identical. I have a letter here from Senator Gallinger relating 
to the Senate bill, in which he says that as an adverse report has beeif 
made on the bill he has abandoned it 

Mr. SuLLOWAY. I certainly would not wish to overrule the Senator 
when he was my way, but I know that this is a dangerous point, and 
it would seem to me that it is due to the commerce there that some- 
thing of the kind should be done. 

Mr. Mann. We will be very glad to consider it favorably if we 
can. 

H. B. 19407. A BILL TO ESTABLISH A LIGHT AND FOG-SIONAL 
STATION ON OB NEAJEt CLARK LEDGE, ENTRANCE TO ST. CROIX 
RIVER, MAINE. 

STATEMENT OF MB. F. G. MEEBITT. 

Mr. Mann. We have now House bill 19407, introduced by Mr. 
Powers. 

Mr. Merritt. We have nothing more to offer to the committee than 
what is in the annual report. 

Mr. Mann. Well, you need not quote that, because we have that 
before the committee. 

Mr. Merritt. That is the basis of the whole bill. We have nothing 
in the bill except that and what little correspondence there has be^, 
which I have not with me. 
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Mr. Mann. We Avill consider everything that the Light-House 
Board has, because that will be laid before us, and we will also give 
anyone an opportunity to present whatever information he has. 

Mr. Stevens. Do you Iniow how much commerce there is there? 

Mr. Merritt. No, sir; I do not. 

Mr. Stevens. Who asked for this, any merchants' association? 

Mr. Merritt. No, sir; not that I know of. 

H. B. 13450. A BILL TO ESTABLISH A LIGHT AND FOG-SIGNAL 
STATION IN NEW YORK BAY AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE 
DREDGED CHANNEL AT GREENVILLE, N. J. 

STATEMENT OF HON. EUGENE W. LEAKE, A EEPEESENTATIVE 
IN CONOEESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW TEESEY. 

Mr. Mann. Mr. Leake, we have a bill before us introduced by you, 
H. R. 13450, to establish a light and fog-signal in New York Bay at 
the entrance to the dredged channel at Greenville, N. J. 

Mr. Leake. Mr. Chairman, I think this bill was before this com- 
mittee at the last session of Congi-ess. My district includes the west- 
erly side of the New York Bay, and is in the form of a peninsula, 
with Bayonne at one end and Greenville and Jersey City at the other, 
fronting on New York Bay. For a number of years that country, 
the shore land, was not used for navigation at all, owing to the exist- 
ence of a ledge of hardpan running froni the shore 2 or 3 miles. 
Within the last three years the Pennsylvania Railroad Company has 
expended $5,000,000 in one part of my district, known as Greenville, 
in the construction of a freight terminal. That terminal I believe 
is to handle, and is now handling, all the freight that is shipped over 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. A similar terminal has been placed in th^ 
district by the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company. At that terminal 
at the present time there are about 150 tows loaded and unloaded 
each day. 

About 25 or 30 per cent of those tows are owned by the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad Company, and they consist of freight which the 
Pennsylvania Railroad is under contract to take from the terminal 
there to other points across the bay. About 75 per cent, however, 
of those tows consist of tows in charge of the lighterage company, 
steamship companies, or other railroad companies like the New 
York, New Haven and Hartford and the Long Island, which are 
receiving freight at this terminal and bringing freight to it. There 
is a channel, I think, 6,000 feet long and 800 feet wide, running from 
the end of this enormous improvement of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Company. That channel was built by the railroad company 
at its own expense, and at the end of the channel at the present time 
there is a small gaslight buoy of some kind which the Light-House 
Board placed there as a protection to those towing freight. 

Mr. Mann. Did the Light-House Board place it there or did the 
Pennsylvania Railroad place it there? 

Mr. Leake. The Light- House Board. 

Mr. Mann. Are you sure about that? 

Mr. Leake. I am informed about that, and I am also informed that 
within the last two years that buoy has been rendered useless on 
three occasions, and that the Light-House Board has announced to 
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the representative of the Pennsylvania Eailroad Company there that 
it will not continue making repairs to that buoy in the future, that 
it was supposed to be a temporary buoy. The Light-House Board, 
as I understand it, has recommended the passage of this bill for thie 
establishment of a light there. The Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor, Mr. Metcalf, has approved the biU. It has also been ap- 
proved by the Mallory Line of steamships and the Cuban Mail 
Steamship Line, and a number of lighterage associations, and the 
Pilots' Association in New York, which are continually making use 
of that channel. I have no knowledge whatever about the kind of 
a light which is necessary to protect the shipping interests that are 
using that channel for supplying and delivering freight at that 
Pennsylvania terminal, but it is necessary that there be a light there, 
and that there be some kind of a fog signal there. ' I introduced this 
' bill merely because it is a copy of the bill which was introduced by 
Mr. Van Winkle, my predecessor, at the last session of Congress. 
But I do not pretend to say that that is the kind of a light, because 
I know nothing about it. There was an investigation made by the 
Light-House Board, and I am told that^ the bul provides for the 
kind of a light which they recommended. 

1 understand that last year there was an impr^ession that this light 
was for the exclusive benefit of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. 
I do not regard that as so at all, any more than a railroad, when it 
establishes a station upon a hill — it seems to me it is the duty of a 
town or a city to put a street up to that StUlliffi if it wants to give 
the public the benefit of the use of that station, and this road has 
expended about $5,000,000 and established a freight terminal there, 
which will be of immense value to my district by developing a section 
of the country there which is now still in farm land, although it is 
within 2 miles of the Statue of Liberty in. New York Bay. There 
will be a community grow up around this terminal because of the em- 
ployees, the brakemen, and the engineers coming there on their trains. 

Mr. Mann. Is there any business at all in this channel except 
business in connection with the Pennsylvania Railroad terminal ? 

Mr. Leake. Absolutelv no; but there is no difference between that, 
in my judgment, and in saying that a city ought not to build a street 
to a railroad station, because that business there is for the benefit of 
that railroad. As a matter of fact, it is of great benefit, not only to 
the railroad company, but it is of gi-eat benefit to every shipper who 
ships goods, from the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company, for that company is getting: the benefit of that terminal, 
and there is the great problem of handling freight across the Hudson 
River from my district, which is the terminal of all these great trunk 
line railroads, like the Lehigh Valley, and the Erie, and the Delaware, 
Lackawanna and Western, and the New Jersey Central, and the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company; that is one of the biggest problems 
that the railroad men have lor consideration. 

Mr. Mann. No doubt it would be convenient and economical for 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company if the United States Government 
would maintain lights in the Pennsylvania terminal yards, but you 
would not expect the Government to do that? 

Mr. Leake. No ; but I would expect the Government, if the Penn- 
jsylvania Company has, by an expenditure of a very considerable 
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amount of money, established a terminal there and invited, for ex- 
ample, the Mallory Line, the Atlas Steamship Company, and the 
Bush terminal people, and the Long Island Railroad, and the New 
York, New Haven and Hertford Railroad Company, bv reason of 
the fact of there being a terminal there and by reason oi its being a 
place where freight is received, to protect a channel which the rail- 
road has built at its own expense, in order to prevent the men who 
come there to use that part of the public bay of New York from in- 
curring the dangers of the shoals which are on either side of that 
channel. 

Mr. Mann. The Pennsylvania Railroad Company having built a 
channel at its own expense for its own benefit, not for the public bene- 
fit, do you not think the Pennsylvania Railroad Company ought to 
keep it lighted ? 

Mr. Leake. That sort of argument might apply against the ex- 
penditure of any money by the United States Government along th^^ 
rivers there in the State or New Jersey. 

Mr. Mann. I think that same argument applies whenever it can 
be applied to the increasing aids to navigation. 

Mr. Leake. It seems to me you do not separate the public interest 
from the private interest. The Pennsylvania Railroad Company ex- 
X)ended that $5,000,000 undoubtedly there for no other purpose than 
a selfish purpose of helping along their own business. 

Mr. Adamson. I suppose practically all of the business across the 
Hudson River and across the bay is done by some private company. 

Mr. Leake. Undoubtedly ; and by some private line. The Mallory 
Une, the Southern Pacific Line, bringing goods from the South, has 
the right to pick out a railroad company to ship the goods to Chi- 
cago, for example. The existence of a terminal at Greenville, in my 
district, is merely the kind of an invitation which is extended to the 
shipper of goods that the existence of a pier on the Hudson River in 
my district extends to the company, and it seems to me that the 
Southern Pacific Railroad Company and the steamship line, when it 
wishes to take a number of loads a day through this channel, ought 
to be protected. You might say that every boat except a pleasure 
boat that comes through that Ambrose channel in New York Harbor 
is for the benefit of the Cunard Line. 

Mr. Mann. You can make no distinction between that case, where 
there is an open, public channel for the benefit of commerce gener- 
ally, and a channel for the special benefit of a particular corpora- 
don? 

Mr. Leake. I can see, certainly, the. difference between those, and 
I can distinguish in this particular case the difference between the 
use of that channel by the boats of the Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany and the use of that tunnel by the Bush Terminal Company 
boats, the large number of lighterage boats that are engaged under 
contract to deliver goods to the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 
and the large number of boats of the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company coming down there to deliver goods 
for southern shipment, and that the Government, while it may not 
be interested in anything that the Pennsylvania Railroad Company 
may do there, nor am I, yet it seems to me that when they have estab- 
lished this terminal there and built that channel at their own expense 
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and invited the people to come there, that the Government, if it does 
not care to protect them, at least ought to protect these other large 
interests that are using that channel for their own convenience and 
for the convenience of their shippers. 

Mr. Adamson. Then other vessels besides those of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company do go* through there? 

Mr. Leake. I said that 150 tows a day came in there, a thousand 
cars 

Mr. Mann. We want to get the facts. We have had this up and 
published a good deal of information on it. Can you give us any 
information relative to last year as to the commerce? 

Mr. Leake. A thousand cars per day. 

Mr. Mann. That is an estimate, purely. 

Mr. Leake. So is anything an estimate. 

Mr. Mann. No; there are facts in connection with it. 

Mr. Leake. That is the statement of facts made to me. I do not 
know what you want here, whether you want the books of the com- 
pany. I suppose they will bring them if you want them, or I will 
furnish to the committee, if it wishes it, under oath, a statement froni 
the transportation department having charge of the transportation 
at that terminal, showing the number of cars which are handled there, 
which, I am informed, last year amounted to about 1,000 cars per day, 
and that the towing and lighterage represented about 150 tows per 
day, made up of from one to six car flats to each tow; that of those 
150 tows only 25 per cent of them were tows belonging to the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Company, and 75 per cent were tows using that 
channel belonging to the other interests, the New York, New Haven 
and Hartford, the Long Island, the Mallory Line, the Munson Line, 
and all those lines which take goods from southern ports, land them 
in New York, and wish to operate or use the channel getting their 
freight to some railroad company. 

Mr. Stevens. What is the record of wrecks there? 

Mr. Leake. There are no records of wrecks there, because the chan- 
nel has only been built about two years, I think, but the channel is 
800 feet wide, and the entire surrounding water, as extended, only 
varies from a depth of 1 to 6 or 7 feet at low tide. It is a large shelf 
of hardpan that runs frdm the dangerous shore out into New York 
Bay, a distance of from 1 to 3 miles. But there was, according 
to my information — I know nothing about it from my own personal 
knowledge — one of the Staten Island ferryboats running from the 
city of New York to Staten Island and now operated by the city of 
New York itself, got aground there at a point where the road had 
anchored some sort of an old steam vessel which they had a light 
placed on in an effort to point the channel. I may say, incidentally,, 
that the light there which we ask for will not only be an advantage to 
the shipping interests which are using that channel, but will.be an 
advantage to other interests that are using New York Bay without 
respect to New York channel, for just north of the end of this channel, 
where this light is asked to be placed, is what is called " Oyster 
Island," and that is a dangerous point to navigation in New York 
Bay, and this light would be on a direct range with that. 

Mr. Mann. This is the third or fourth time this committee has had 
hearings on this bill. We have given several days to the subject here- 
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tofore at different times, and I think we are all pretty familiar with 
the map and with the location, but I would suggest that if you have 
any information with reference to the commerce of the last year there 
it would be very valuable to us ; we have had the information before 
that time printed. 

Mr. Leake. Yes; I read those hearings, and it was very plain to me 
from the questions asked by the committee and from the statements 
made by the persons in favor of the bill that it was a case in which 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company had built a channel, and that 
the committee regarded it as if the road had built a piece of roadway 
and the Member was asking the committee to put red lights along that 
roadway for the purpose of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 
when, as a matter of fact, in my judgment, that is not the attitude to 
take, because the road has built a terminal there and they use it about 
25 or 30 per cent, and three-quarters of the other people come there 
because there is a terminal there. 

Mr. Adamson. It seems to me the point you need to show us some- 
thing about is the reason the aid to navigation is needed — ^that is, 
that a considerable part of the public wishes to connect with the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company at that terminal. 

Mr. Leake. I can show that by the fact that within the space of 
three years there are 150 tows per day' being handled through that 
channel. 

Mr. Adamson. Is that the business of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
in transit across the water to be delivered or received somewhere else, 
or is it other people taking it and delivering it to and from the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad? 

Mr. Leake. I tried to show those proportions; about one- fourth of 
it is actually handled by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company and 
three- fourths of it consists of freight which is shipped in either one 
of two manners, either from different shippers to the Pennsylvania 
terminal in Greenville from the southern ports, or shipped through 
the other way. , 

Mr. Adamson. Is it received and delivered right there, that other 
three-fourths? 

Mr. Leake. That other three- fourths of it is either received and 
delivered to lighters there or it is made up of freight which, for 
example, the Mallory Line or the New York and Texas Steamship 
Company and those lines take from their vessels and deliver there for 
shipment through the West or through the North. 

Mr. Adamson. Is that the beginning and the ending of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Company's connection with the business at that 
point ? 

Mr. Leake. I do not know anything about that part of it, except 
that three- fourths of the vessels that are using that place are owned 
and controlled and operated by concerns having under contract light- 
erage business to do for shippers along the water front, by the New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Jlailroad Company, and the Long 
Island Railroad Company, and these various steamship companies. 

Mr. Mann. The cars themselves are carried over on the tows? ' 

Mr. Leake. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Mann. Exchanged from the Pennsylvania Railroad to the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad ; is that not the main 
business ? 

Mr. Leake. I do not know in what proportions cars are carried or 
the freight is carried. In some instances the cars are taken from the 
terminal and by floats taken up to the Mallory Line, or some south- 
ern line, and the freight is taken from there and dumped into these 
cars. 

Mr. xVdamson. Those other connections would be considered a part 
of the public? 

Mr. Leake. That is what I suppose, and that is the reason I pre- 
sented the argument in that way. 

Mr. Adamson. We want to know whether 75 per cent of the public 
goes to that terminal to transact business. 

Mr. Leake. That is my information. 

Mr. EscH. You think you can furnish this data, do you not? 

Mr. Leake. I certainly intend to furnish whatever data I can get 
on the subject, and especially touching that point, that there is three- 
fourths of the public interested in there at the present time. I would 
like to state that at the last hearing held in the Fifty-ninth Congress, 
I think there was inserted in the record there a letter of reconmaenda- 
tion by Mr. Metcalf , the approval by the Light-House Board, and the 
recommendation that this light-house be established by several pilot 
associations, by some national board of steamship owners in New 
York, and by these separate, independent lines, like the New York 
and Texas Steamboat Company and Mallory Lines. 

Mr. Mann. If you desire to furnish anything additional on that 
subject, we will be glad to receive it. 

H. B. 17215. A BILL FOB THE ERECTION OF A DWELLING FOB THE 
KEEPEB OF THE CAPE VINCENT, NEW YOBK, LIGHT-HOUSE. 

STATEMENT OF HON. GHAELES L. KNAP?, A EEPEESENTATIVE 
IN CONGEESS FEOM THE STATE OF NEW YOEK. 

Mr. Mann. You are aware, I suppose, Mr. Knapp, that the Ligh€^ 
House Board now has authority to erect that dwelling if it desires to? 

Mr. Knapp. Without action of Congress ? 

Mr. Mann. Without further action. We authorized before the 
erection of 30 light-house keepers' dwellings and appropriated last 
year $75,000 for the purpose and probably will appropriate $50,000 
or $75,000 this year, leaving to them the distribution of the locations. 

Mr. Knapp. I understood that that was the case recently, but when 
this bill was introduced I was not aware of the fact, but I assumed 
that the $75,000 was appropriated for specific purposes. 

Mr. Mann. No. 

Mr. Knapp. Then there will not be any occasion for my detaining 
you on that. 

Mr. Mann. They have the authority, except that they have to dis- 
criminate as to cost. 

Mr. Knapp. I was under the impression that that appropriation 
covered specific cases, but since the bill was introduced I discovered 
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that they did have authority and I just wanted to ask the committee 
if I was correct. 

Mr. Mann. They will have to select, you know, which ones they 
think are the most important. 

Mr. Knapp. This bill was once introduced, as you will recall, and 
reported favorably, but it did not pass the House. 

H. B. 17143. A BILL AUTHOItlZINa THE SECBETABT OF COM- 
MEBCE AND LABOB AND THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOABD TO PUB- 
CHASE AND TO ESTABLISH LIGHTED BUOTS AT THE ENTRANCE 
OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAT. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN GILL, JR., A REPRESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF MARYLAND. 

Mr. Gill. I desire to take up H. E. 17143, a bill for the purpose of 
putting a lighted buoy at the entrance of Cape Henry, and also to 
mark the channel to the northward of the middle ground near the 
entrance to the Chesapeake Bay. I want to say that Mr. Maynard, 
who represents the Fourth district, is thoroughly in accord with me, 
and I believe Mr. Jones, who represents the other district, is also. I 
would like to introduce to the committee to explain this matter to 
them Mr. Bobert Ramsay, a representative of the Board of Trade of 
Baltimore. 

STATEMENT OF MR. ROBERT RAMSAY, REPRESENTING THE 
BOARD OF TRADE OF BALTIMORE. 

Mr. Ramsay. Mr. Chairman, I represent the chamber of commerce, 
as well as the board of trade, and all the foreign steamship com- 
panies of the port of Baltimore. We had for some time a buoy 
outside of Cape Henry, bearing a little southeast; it was just on 
the edge of the shoals, and it was of very great assistance to the 
steamers, foreign steamers especially, in making Cape Henry, and 
especially in hazy weather. That buoy, I understand, has been re- 
moved for some reason or other, and we desire to appeal to the com- 
mittee to assist us in getting it replaced and also giving us a buoy 
inside of the Chesapeake Bay, in the upper end of what is known as 
the " middle ground." The tonnage going out and in Cape Henry, 
to and from Baltimore, last year amounted to about 2,100 foreign 
vessels, and in addition to this there is the trade out of Norfolk and 
Newport News, to which this buoy would also be of great assistance 
and benefit. One of the steamship lines which I personally represent 
had one of its steamers recently strike the ground outside of Cape 
Henry owing to the absence of this buoy, after its removal. We 
would have liked, in the first place, to have had a light-ship placed 
there, but as a matter of economy, after consulting a great many 
of the representatives of the foreign steamships and other -people 
who were conversant with matters of that kind, we are willing to 
have this buoy which we had there before. We had a buoy which 
was not only lighted, but had a whistle and also had a bell attachment. 

Mr. Stevens. When was that buoy taken away ? 

Mr. Eamsay. It was within some months. 
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Mr. Stevens. Do you understand that it is permanently removed? 

Mr. Ramsay. Yes,*^ sir. 

Mr. Stevens. Why ? Do you know ? 

Mr. Ramsay. It was put there, I believe, on test bv the Govern- 
ment, and the man who owned it wanted a larger sum than the Light- 
House Department felt they wanted to expend at the time. That 
is the only reason. 

Mr. Mann. Wliere are these buoys that you desire? AVliere are 
they to be placed ? 

Mr. Ramsay. One outside of Cape Henry, to the southeast of Cape 
Henry, outside there. There are a great many shoals and they are 
getting worse every year, and wuth the heavy draft ships which 
we have coming out and in Chesapeake Bay some light is necessary 
after sundown to assist the navigating officers of the ships to find 
the Henry light. 

Mr. Mann. You have a new deep channel down there, have vou 
not? 

Mr. Ramsay. That is in the bay ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Has there just been completed a 35-foot channel ? 

Mr. Ramsay. Xo; it has not been ccmipleted. That channel runs 
only 35 miles from Baltimore. 

Mr. Mann. I have ti report from the Light-House Board on your 
bill and they do not agree at all, Mr. Gill. What Mr. Ramsay says 
and what j^ou say and what the Light-House Board say as to the 
location of it do not agree ; T want to find out what is proposed. 

Mr. Ramsay. This outside of the Capes, sir; this is 170 miles from 
Baltimore. 

Mr. Stevens. This is the experimental buoy that was located out- 
side of the Capes ? 

Mr. Ramsay. Precisely. 

Mr. Stevens. Will you tell us just exactly what that was? AMiy it 
was placed there and w hy it was taken away ? 

Mr. Ramsay. It was placed there as an experiment, and as a buoy 
it was eminently successful. The Light-House Board spoke of it very 
highly, and it was simply on account of the excessive sum which the 
man wanted for his patent. They also had one placed in New York 
Harbor that the Government declined to pay him the price for, and 
he took it away. 

Mr. Adamson. Do you think it was worth that money if the Board 
had approved it ? 

Mr. Ramsay. That is the point. 

Mr. Mann. This one was outside ? 

Mr. Ramsay. Outside; and one on the inner side, where we have 
had, and the Hamburg Line has had, ships ashore frequently. 

Mr. Mann. There is no 35-foot channel? 

Mr. Ramsay. No ; that channel will not be there. 

Mr. Mann. This is what the Light-House Board says: 

You see, there is uo such channel there. 

Mr, Ramsay, That channel is being dug; that is only a mile or 
a mile and a half. 

Mr. Mann. I asked you if there was such a channel there and you 
said no. 
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Mr. Ramsay. No, sir, there is no channel there; we have just had 
a channel there [indicating], 

Mr. Mann. Then plainly the Light-House Board is not informed. 

Mr. Ramsay. I do not say that, sir. 

Mr. Mann. I do not ask you to say it ; I said it. 

Mr. Ramsay. They are informed as far as this goes, that the 
appropriation has been made for that channel and the work will be 
begun this spring — the Baltimore channel itself — that will be com- 
pleted probably this fall. 

Mr. Mann. You have named two buoys that you want, one outside 
of Cape Henry, off Cape Henry, and one up to the northward of 
the middle ground. 

Mr. Ramsey. These are all mentioned by the Light-House Board. 

Mr. Mann. These buoys can be established, depending upon the 
kind, from five to fifteen thousand dollars. Why do you need the 
most expensive buoys there? 

Mr. Ramsay. We need that kind of a buoy, sir, with a light and a 
fog signal or whistle. 

Mr. Mann. They do not so report. Tell us what kind of a buoy 
you do need. 

Mr. Ramsay. We need the kind of a buoy we had there before, 
because that was of the greatest service to our ships. 

Mr. Mann. You do not need to have a patented buoy there ; they 
do not have them anywhere else. 

Mr. Ramsay. We need something to protect the ships approaching 
Cape Henry. 

Mr. Adamson. All you need is a light and the noise? 

Mr. Ramsay. We need the light and the noise.. As I understand 
it, this $30,000 would cover the whole expense of the two buoys, not 
only the cost of the two buoys, but the cost of a spare buoy, which is 
required by the Light-House department in case of accident to the 
other two buoys. We gave the idea of the light-ship up, because we 
thought it was too expensive. 

Mr. Mann. You are not asking, then, for a light-ship for Cape 
Henry? 

Mr. Ramsay. We are not; no, sir; we will take this in place of 
the light-ship. 

Mr. Mann. That is, the one buoy ? 

Mr. Ramsay. The one buoy would be inside of the middle ground. 

Mr. Mann. But the two have no connection, have they ? 

Mr. Ramsay. The one is a lead inside, coming into Chesapeake 
Bay, and the other is a lead going out. 

Mr. Mann. If we establish a light-ship on the outside, that would 
not do away with the necessity of a buoy inside ?^ 

Mr. Ramsay. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. They have no connection ; one is not dependent on the 
other in any way ? . 

Mr. Ramsay. Not at all ; the shipping is dependent upon the two 
buoys. 

Mr. Mann. If we should establish a buoy on the outside this year, 
do- you not think that would be doing pretty well, as long as the 
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inside one is to be used in the end in connection with the completed 
35-foot channel, which has not yet been begun? 

Mr. Ramsay. If the committee recommends that we should only 
have one buoy, we will accept it with our best thanks, but we wiU 
hope you will give us another one next year ; however, we would like 
to have two buoys* 

Mr. Mann. The Board reports that the new buoy on the inside is 
in connection with the new completed 35-foot channel, and you say 
they have not commenced the work on it yet. 

Mr. Ramsay. They will not begin until this spring, but it will not 
take them very long. 

Mr. Adamson. You think you can use it in connection with the 
present conditions? 

Mr. Ramsay. Oh, yes; we have had our ships there ashore fre- 
quently. 

Mr. Gill. You were asked just now to state the reason why you 
wanted this patented light. Is it or not a fact that that light uses 
acetylene gas, and that that light is very much stronger than any 
other light that you could obtain ? 

Mr. Ramsay. That is an absolute fact; yes. 

Mr. Mann. We have a^ great many acetylene buoys; they are not 
confined to that region down there. 

Mr. Ramsay. And this also had a bell attachment, which is an ex- 
cellent thing in time of fog. 

Mr. Mann. Whistling buoy, was it not? 

Mr. Ramsay: No ; this is a bell underneath the water. When ves- 
sels are approaching Cape Henry they can send an officer down into 
the forepeak of the ship, and if they have a similar apparatus aboard 
the ship they can hear that bell 6 or 7 or 8 miles. 

Mr. Stevens. But if they do not have that apparatus they can not. 
If the ship has not that apparatus they can not hear it. 

Mr. Ramsay. They can not hear it so far off. 

Mr. Mann. They can not hear it at all. 

Mr. Ramsay. Yes, they can, but not as far away. 

Mr. Mann. A submarine bell attachment is of no value unless prac- 
tically all the stations are equipped with it and all the vessels are 
equipped with it. 

Mr. Ramsay. Yes ; to use it any great distance. 

Mr. EscH. Where was it inside of Chesapeake Bay that the cruiser 
grounded here this last year? 

Mr. Ramsay. You ask Mr. Sanner and he can give you the exact 
location. 

Mr. EscH. I was wondering whether this buoy that you want on 
the inside would have been of any aid to that cruiser ? 

Mr. Ramsay. Kindly ask Mr. Sanner that question. 

Mr. Mann. What is the necessity for the range lights in Chesa- 
peake Bay? 

Mr. Ramsay. I am not a practical pilot, or anything of that kind, 
but being in the steamship business I sav that the necessity is that a 
man gets a leading light, he has one in rront and one behind, and he 
gets those in line and knows just exa-ctly where to go. 

Mr. Mann. What is the necessity for range lights on Chesapeake 
Bay? That is what I want to know. 
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Mr. Ramsay. I have told you what I think, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Mann. You have not told us anything about it. 

Mr. Stevens. Chesapeake Bay is well lighted, is it not? 

Mr. Ramsay. Yes ; the upper end, except where the shoals are. 

Mr. Mann. You have pretty good lights going up to Baltimore 
now? 

Mr. Ramsay. Yes; very good. 

Mr. Mann. And if we would provide this outer buoy light at Cape 
Henry, you would be pretty well fixed in running boats up to Balti- 
more? 

Mr. Ramsay. If you give us the upper li^ht, yes. 

Mr. Mann. We can not give you that until the channel is deepened, 
because nobody will know where it should be placed until the channel 
is deepened. 

Mr. Ramsay. No, sir. 

Mr. Gill. They have asked about a matter that is contained in an- 
other bill I have here. The bill provides for a li^ht between Fort 
Carroll and Fort McHenry. Is there any range hght in that part 
of the channel ? 

Mr. Ramsay. That range light has been rendered useless by the 
construction of a shore building. 

Mr. Gill. Is there any range light ? 

Mr. Ramsay. There is none at the present time. 

Mr. Gill. Is or not the only light there the light for Lazaretto 
Point? 

Mr. Ramsay. That is the only light. 

Mr. Gill. Is or is it not a fact that that light is obscured from a 
large part of the Patapsco River by buildings which have been con- 
structed outside of that light? 

Mr. Ramsay. That is a fact ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. But still you say you are pretty well fixed with lights 
getting up from Cape Henry. 

Mr. Ramsay. I had forgotten that point. 

STATEMENT OF MR. W. D. SANNER. 

Mr. Sanner. Mr. Chairman, this buoy which Mr. Ramsay said was 
taken away was about 8 miles soutli of Cape Henry. I come in con- 
tact with, I should say, every captain who goes in and out of Bal- 
timore, and since it has been taken away they have noticed consider- 
able difficulty about the coming in. I should say there have been 
about 2,080 vessels go in and out, forei^, beside the American ves- 
sels. I guess they can see that buoy 8 miles. 

Mr. Mann. How long has that buoy been there ? 

Mr. Sanner. I can tell you all about it, when it was taken away, 
exactly. We like the acetylene buoy, because a whistling buoy would 
not be of as great service at a great distance. The buoy was dis- 
carded on January 7, 1908. 

Mr. Mann. You are reading from the official report? 

Mr. Sanner. From the Light-House people, sir. 

Mr. Mann. We have that; I wanted to get your information. 

Mr. Sanner. I wanted to get it correct when I came here. 
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Mr. Mann. How far offshore was this buoy? 

Mr. Sanner. Eight miles. 

Mr. Mann. In how deep water? 

Mr. Sanner. About 7 or 8 fathoms. We have a 5-fathom shoal 
about 2 miles, I should judge, northeast of it, and we have large 
ships drawing from 21 to 32 feet; we had one drawing 31 feet 7 
inches, and this is a great giiide to them. 

Mr. Mann. What other lights are now there? 

Mr. Sanner. There is the Cape Henry light, and there is a light- 
ship off Smiths Island. That is the closest. Cape Henry. 

Mr. Ste\t:ns. Is not the buoy you want within the range of vision 
of the Cape Henry light? 

Mr. Sanner. Yes, sir; when you can see it. 

Mr. Mann. This buoy which you want there would be used hj 
vessels coming from the north, or ves-sels coming out of your terri- 
tory going toward the noii:h? 

Mr. Sanner. They can come both ways. As these captains tell 
me, they take the buoy, and when they come close to it they can put 
it in the vStern and steer straight up to Tail of the Horseshoe light. 

Mr. Mann. What vessels would make use of this buoy, vessels 
bound northward or vessels bound southward? 

Mr. Sanner. Vessels bound southward would get every benefit, 
but the vessels coming down south would get a bearing on it and then 
would turn in. The vessels going northward would be benefited 
more. 

Mr. Mann. You speak of vessels going up to Baltimore, but I 
want to know which vessels would make use of this, vessels north- 
bound after they come out of the entrance, or southbound. 

Mr. Sanner. Bound for Baltimore; it all depends upon the draft, 
you know. As I mentioned, we have large vessels, and they have got 
to know where this point is to get clear of this spot. 

Mr. Adamson. He means coming in or going out. 

Mr. Mann. Xo vessel is going out to 7 fathoms of water? 

Mr. Sannner. Yes, sir; these vessels of 31 feet. There is the mid- 
dle ground, which is 2 miles northeast of where this buoy is. Mr. 
Ramsay will verify that one of his ships hit the bottom about two 
months ago, and some of our big Hamburg boats will strike on there. 

Mr. Mann. When vessels come out of the channel where do they 
turn to go north? 

Mr. Sanner. That is what I am trying to tell you; vessels of 25 
feet can haul up a little closely, but vessels drawing 31 feet have to 
go beyord this buoy and go out across the middle. It all depends 
on the vessel's draft. If a vessel draws 25 feet, she can draw out of 
Cape Henry, avoiding this gas buoy. 

Mr. Adamson. A light-draft boat can cut off the corner and turn in? 

Mr. Sanner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Gill. Look at the plat and explain. 

(Mr. Sanner explained to the committee on the plat the routes 
taken by vessels.) 

Mr. Mann. We have a light-house on the north of Cape Charles? 

Mr. Sanner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. And vessels come out and pick up the light -house? 
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Mr. Sanner, We do not go that way. 

Mr. Mann. Is that light-house, then, vahieless? 

Mr. Sanner. No; I do not say any of them are vahieless. 

Mr. Mann. If you do not go that way they must be valueless. 

Mr. Adamson. I suppose one object of that light-house is to warn 
you where it is and to keep away? 

Mr. Sanner. I said that vessels of 28 or 81 feet have to go down 
there. I did not say they all go down by this buoy where it is placed, 
and go by this tail of the mill and haul up over east. 

Mr. Adamson. But the smaller ones turn and go up by Cape 
Charles? 

Mr. Sanner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Adamson. And the light-house is useful to the smaller ones? 

Mr. Sanner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Adamson. And they constitute a majority, do they not ? 

Mr. Sanner. A good deal. 

Mr. Mann. What about this other buoy on the inside? 

Mr. Sanner. I may read to you a petition that was gotten up for 
the new gas buoy, signed by every steamboat captain and tugboat 
\^ptain: 

Commander Edward Lloyd, U. S. Navy, 

Inspector y Fifth Light-House District, Baltimore, Md. 
Sir: We, the undersigned, respectfully request that one of the automatic 
acetylene gas buoys now stationed on shoal between the Ripraps (Fort Wool) 
and Sewells Point, Elizabeth River, Virginia, for exposition purjwses, be trans- 
ferred to. and stationed on the head of Middle Ground Shoal, Chesapeake Bay, 
in place of the gas buoy now stationed at that point, and also would request that 
another buoy of the same txpe be stationed on Tangier Lump, Chesapealie Bay. 
Our observaion of these particular buoys is that they are the best aids to 
navigation of that type of buoys. 

That has been signed by every steamboat captain and tugboat man 
that I know of. It is verv essential, in my judgment; it is a shoal 
about less than one-half of a mile northeast, less than 4 fathoms, and 
then there is another shoal possibly less than 5 fathoms about a 
mile, I should judge, north of west from that point. We have to 
be very careful at that point. 

Mr. EscH. Is that where the cruiser got aground ? 

Mr. Sanner. No, sir; I think the cruiser was aground at York 
Spit; ran through there. 

Mr. Mann. If we should allow a buoy on the outside, off Cape 
Henry, this year, do you not think that would be very well for the 
additional aids to navigation for Chesapeake Bay this year? 

Mr. Sanner. We would have to try it, but this buoy, as I men- 
tioned, is spoken of to me by the captains as not very good ; it goes 
out. The merchant liners all told me to do all I could for them. T 
am here explaining to you gentlemen that we would like to have it. 

Mr. Ste\t:n8. Are any wrecks or disasters caused by its going out? 

Mr. Sanner. They go through, as I mentioned. There is a 
4- fathom patch northeast of it, only half a mile; there is a 5-fathom 
patch northwest. It guides us between what we call the " tail of the 
horseshoe " and the middle on the other. 

Mr. Mann. What kind of a light have they there now? 

Mr. Sanner. We have a gas buoy. 
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Mr. Mann. A\Tiat you mean is that vou want a more powerful light, 
is that it? 

Mr. Sanner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. But the channel is not very wide, is it ? 

Mr. Sanner. Not very wide ; no, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Why do you need such a powerful light, then? 

Mr. GiLLr. What is the width of the bay ? 

Mr. Sanner. I guess it is about 5 or 6 miles, but the channel for a 
biff ship is not over 2^ to 3 miles. 

Mr. Mann. Are there any range lights there? 

Mr. Sanner. Lights, but no ranges. 

Mr. Mann. You have post lights? 

Mr. Sanner. We hare lights on the land ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. You do not have any trouble in picking up lights as 
the vessel comes up, do you ? 

Mr. Sanner. If it is clear we do not. If it is thick we pick up 
this buoy by tracking the shoe along, and by picking it up we get a 
departure and we know then how to go. There is nothing to guide us, 
you see, except a buoy. Then we can take our departure and start for 
some other object. In speaking about that channel, that is farther 
down than what this buoy is, and it will be finished, I should judge, 
in the fall. 

Mr. Adamson. Do you need this inside buoy before you get that 
channel ? 

Mr. Sanner. Yes, sir; we need it most any time, because it is in the 
interest of the commerce of Baltimore. 

Mr. Gill. Is' that channel not away up above Cape Henry? 

Mr. Sanner. Are you speaking of this new channel ? 

Mr. Gill. Yes. 

Mr. Sanner. That is not finished. 

Mr. Gill. Where is it? 

Mr. Sanner. It about crosses the middle; it is about 4 miles, about 
a south by west course. 

Mr. Gill. How far is it from Cape Henry? 

Mr. Sanner. Roughly, starting at the mouth of it there, we will 
say, about 12i miles from Cape Henry. Then it goes out from there 
and takes a north-northeast course, and goes through the middle up 
toward Plantation light-house. 

Mr. Gill. Will this buoy be an aid to reach that channel? 

Mr. Sanner. They will take care of that, I understand, when it is 
finished. 

Mr. Gill. Will it be an aid to reach that channel ? 

Mr. Sanner. No, sir; because you have to make a provision for 
connections; it is too far north-northwest of that. 

Mr. Gill. Captain, are you aware of the condition of the channel 
which is just being constructed between Fort McHenry and Fort 
Carroll, in the Patapsco River? 

Mr. Sanner. I think I can state conscientiously that all these cap- 
tains are asking for that to assist them in getting the rauije lights 
from Fort McHenry. They have no ranges there at all. We have 
ranges for the other from the channels, but there we have none. It is 
just a guide light, possibly; we take a chance. In ice time, when the 
buoys are gone, we have to take a chance on that. 
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Mr. Manx. Which would you consider more important at this time 
if you could have only one, to have the new buoy oflf Cape Henry or 
these range lights? 

Mr. Sanner. Would you put in there the one on the head of the 
middle also, please? 

Mr. Mann. No. 

Mr. Sanner. I think if you would give us both of them we could 
wait another year or two tor the range lights— if you would oblige 
us by giving us the one off the head of the middle. 

ISfr. Gill. Mr. Chairman, you asked a question just now which I 
will answer, so far as I am concerned. From the information I have, 
it is more important at the present moment that the entrance to Cape 
Henry be provided for. That covers not only the shipping to Balti- 
more and to Norfolk, but all other parts of Virginia, and that would 
include Washington; also, of course, the Potomac River. The other 
is a very important light, but we can wait and give the committee an 
opportunity to see that it is and have an ocular demonstration. 

Mr. Mann. We have had the proposition for a light off Cape Henry 
before us every year for a number of years. The Light-House Board 
has never been enthusiastic about it. 

Mr. Gill. Mr. Maynard has introduced a bill for a light-ship very 
near the point where we are asking for this lighted buoy. The cost 
of the light-ship is something about $125,000, 1 suppose, and its main- 
tenance would certainly be $12,000 or $15,000 a year. We think the 
lighted buoy will answer the purpose for some time to come, and the 
cost would be only $30,000. 

Mr. Mann. Fifteen thousand, you mean, and probably not that. 

Mr. Gill. The two lights, I am informed by the Department, would 
cost about $30,000, with a reserve light in case of accident. You have 
to have some provision made in case one of those is extinguished to 
put something in its place while it is being repaired, which will cost 
not more than $1,500 or $2,000 a year, if that much. 

H. B. 6207. A BILL TO PBOVIDE A BEACON LIGHT IN LOWEB 
BROAD CBEEK, PAMLICO COUNTY, N. C. 

STATEMENT OF HON. CHABLES B. THOMAS, A BEFBESENTATIVE 
IN CONOBESS FBOM THE STATE OF NOBTH CABOUNA. 

Mr. Mann. You have two bills here, H. R. 6206 and 6207. 

Mr. Thomas. H. R. 6206 is eliminated, however; I am glad to say 
that the Light-House Board have agreed to put this in for me. 

Mr. Mann. That has been taken care of? 

Mr. Thomas. Yes; and I am making my modest request to you 
simply for one light. 

Mr. Mann. The Light-House Board probably will take that up 
with us to see whether we approve of it. If we approve of one, do 
you not think that is sufficient 'i 

Mr. Thomas. I thought, Mr. Chairman, I was relieving you on that 
point. 

Mr. EscH. Where do you want the other one? 

Mr. Thomas. I want the other one, Mr. Esch, in lower Broad 
Creek, as provided in this bill 6207. 
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Mr. Mann. You are very modest, anyhow; in one bill you ask for 
$2,500, and that the Light-House Board has taken care of. In the 
other one you have asked for $500 ; do you not think they will take 
care of that? , 

Mr. Thomas. It is not known to us just exactly the amount, in 
framing these bills, and we make a guess. I simply put the amount 
in. 

Mr. Mann. All you want is a fixed white post lantern light. I 
suppose they could put that in for $75 probably. 

Mr. Thomas. Well, sir, I do not think they can. I only know of 
the importance of it, and the request comes to me from the most 
reliable source,* from Robert I. Weaver, who has been a great many 
years the representative in the State legislature from that county. 
He is my warm, personal friend. He saw me in person at the last 
t^rm of court and asked me to do everything in my power to get this 
light. I appealed to the Light-House Board and they have recom- 
mended in the strongest terms here the establishment of this light. 

Mr. Mann. But they do not give any reasons for it ; give us some 
reasons. 

Mr. Thomas. Certainly. I filed my reasons, with quite full data, 
before the Light-House Board. I should have them here this morn- 
ing, but I can state the substance of what they contain. 

This Lower Broad Creek enters Neuse River, which is the largest 
river in North Carolina except the Cape Fear. The Neuse River 
flows into Pamlico Sound, which is one of the largest sounds on the 
Atlantic coast. This light at Ijower Broad Creek, which runs into 
Neuse River, is absolutely essential in order to light the way of the 
navigator into the interior of Pamlico County. My friend, Mr. 
Weaver, lives at Pamlico, which is quite a little town. Down 
through Pamlico Sound and then on down through Neuse River and 
then on through Lower Broad Creek the products of all that section 
of country are carried to the interior. Tne products consist of cot- 
ton, all kinds of merchandise of every description, and the tonnage 
is considerable. I am sorry I have not the data, but the Light-House 
Board thought it was sufficient to approve it. There are a number 
of ships of various kinds, large and small tonnage. Of course the 
depth of the water is only 8 or 10 feet, but the boats that navigate 
that Lower Broad Creek, coming in through Neuse River, are nu- 
merous ; they are of all kinds and descriptions, from the corncracker 
down to the shop-built boat. It is not only most important to me 
personallv, but it is an absolute necessity for the people of that whole 
section of country. It is a small amount, and I am extremely anxious 
that it should go into the bill. 

Mr. Mann. Why do they need to run boats up there at night ? 

Mr. Thomas. This js not a small creek ; this is a broad creek, as its 
name indicates, running into this magnificent river. I live right on 
the river there, and the river there is 2 miles wide and they navigate 
at all times — in the morning, noon, and at all times. 

Mr. Mann. As a matter of fact, do they not navigate it entirely in 
the daytime? 

Mr. Tho^ias. No, sir; they do not. 

Mr. Mann. What do they do for lights now if they navigate at 
ni^ht? 
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Mr. Thomas. The commerce has increased; there has been a time 
when they could get along, possibly, by navigating in the daytime, 
but the commerce has increased as the country has grown. Of 
course they may not come into that creek at the dead of night, 12 or 
1 o'clock, or 3 or 4 o'clock in the early morning, but they certainly 
do come in after dark and it is absolutely impossible to get in there ; 
they find that it is absolutely necessary to have something to light 
their way. 

Mr. Adamson. Are you not afraid of immortality by limiting the 
expenditure to $500? 

Mr. Thomas. Well, it is only a small amount, yet it is worth many 
thousands to me personally and to those people. 

K. B. 18755. A BILL AUTHOBIZING A LIGHT STATION AT SABINE 

PASS, TEX. 

STATEMENT OF SAMB. GOOFER, A BEPRESENTATIYE IN CON- 
GRESS FROM THE STATE OF TEXAS. 

Mr. Mann. We have the report of th« Board on your bill. 

Mr. Cooper. Like the balance of these people whom you have courte- 
ously heard, I want more light. You have the report of the Board 
there, which I have not seen, but which I understand is a favorable rcr 
port. I have a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in which he 
states that the item of $40,000 was included by the Board in its annual 
report of estimates. I suppose you have the report of estimates here, 
so I need not make any further explanation about that. 

Mr. Mann. They want $50,000 instead of $40,000 now. 

Mr. Cooper. Forty thousand dollars, I think. 

Mr. Mann. They say $50,000 here. 

Mr. Stevens. Where do they want that, Mr. Cooper ? 

Mr. Mann. At the entrance to Sabine Pass. 

Mr. Cooper. Now, Mr. Chairman, if you will get in your mind the 
situation there, the physical condition, that the Neches and Sabine 
rivers empty into a canal owned by the Government which passes by 
Port Arthur, into a Government canal that was donated to the Gov- 
ernment last year by a corporation that owned it, thence into the Sabine 
Pass, and thence into the Gulf of Mexico. All the commerce passes 
through these various Government channels. They are building jetties 
at Sabine Pass. The ship channel between the jetties, commonly called 
the " Jetty channel^" is now about 23^ feet deep at mean low tide, and 
this depth has a width of about 80 feet, so you have a canal there 80 
feet wide where it is proposed to erect this light-house and fog signal. 
That is the depth. I suppose you want to know something about the 
quantity and kind of commerce shipped through there, which would 
indicate the necessity for this appropriation. Port Arthur is the port 
of entry of the newly created district of Sabine. Port Arthur ranks 
tenth in the tonnage owned in the ports of the United States. It owns 
61 vessels, with a tonnage of 61,205 tons. All these ships do the coast- 
wise and the foreign trade, and have to pass through these jetties where 
I have asked for the lights. In 1903 from Port Arthur alone there 
were shipped $5,334,752 in value of commerce, increasing annually un- 
til 1907, when they shipped from that port 407 vessels, carrying 617,729 
tons, of the value of $12,850,101. 
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Mr. Mann. When you speak of tons, what do you mean — weight 
of the freight or tonnage of the vessels? 

Mr. Cooper. I mean weight of freight carried out. 

Mr. Mann. The actual tonnage? • 

Mr. Cooper. Yes. 

Mr Mann. Do you know what the registered tonnage of the ves- 
sels entering there was? 

Mr. Cooper. I believe I have it here. I have not gathered the in- 
formation that I should have gathered for you; in fact, I have writ- 
ten a letter since I was notified that you would hear me, written to 
the Department here, for the information you have just asked for, 

Mr. Mann. Of course the last annual report of the Chief of Engi- 
neers will give that. 

Mr. Cooper. That is what I have asked for. I have this, prepared 
by the Chamber of Commerce of Beaumont, contemplated for use 
in another matter, but it is very appropriate here. The secretary 
states that the actual tonnage originating in the Sabine-Neches basin 
in 1907, and shipped out, was, agriculture, 1,367,040 tons, and on 
through the list until there is a total of 11,168,199 tons. This would 
load 5,584 vessels of 2,000 tons burden. 

Mr. Mann. That originates in the basin and does not go out to sea. 

Mr. Cooper. Originates in the basin and goes to sea — that is, lumber 
and oil and sulphur and cattle and horses and other products. 

Mr. Mann. How many tons did you say that made of actual 
freight? 

Mr. Cooper. Eleven million one hundred and sixty-eight thousand 
one hundred and ninety-nine. 

Mr. Mann. But you gave the figures a moment ago of the tons of 
freight that went out. 

Mr. Cooper. I guess you are referring to the freight shipped from 
Port Arthur. From Sabine Pass, Port Arthur, Beaumont, and Port 
Orange all the freight is shipped, through this canal. There are eight 
^•ailroads coming into Beaumofit. Four of those railroads are trans- 
continental — ^the Southern Pacific, the Santa Fe, the Santa Fe double, 
you might say. One runs to Houston and then to Dallas ; one to St. 
Louis; the Kansas City Southern, running from Kansas City to 
Beaumont; the Texas and New Orleans, running from Beaumont to 
Dallas. Then there are four smaller roads running out from Beau- 
mont. 

Mr. Mann. Which is the Gates place there? 

Mr. Cooper. Port Arthur. 

Mr. Mann. And which is the Koontz place ? 

Mr. Cooper. Sabine — ^the town of Sabine. 

Mr. Mann. They are both interested? 

Mr. Cooper. Oh, yes ; deeply interested. 

Mr. EscH. Is that where the pipe lines terminate ? 

Mr. Cooper. Yes, sir ; one at Sabine Pass and two at Port Arthur ; 
all passing by Beaumont; and sometimes the boats loaded at Beau- 
mont are carried to the deep water and loaded by lighters and car- 
ried out. 

Mr. Mann. As I understand, you have jetties extending out into 
the deep water of the Gulf? 

Mr. Cooper. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. And that runs out about 4 miles? 
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Mr. Cooper. Yes, sir; approximately. 

Mr. Mann. You now have a beacon light out there? 

Mr. Cooper. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. That isi where you want to put the light station? 

Mr. Cooper. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. To replace that? 

Mr. Cooper. Yes, sir; that is what I think. Personally I do not 
know anything about it, but I judge so, from letters I have received. 

Mr. EscH. You now have a light and fog signal and a lighted buoy. 

Mr. Stevens. It is the lighted buoy that would be replaced. 

Mr. Mann. The lighted buoy or beacon light out at the end of the 
jetty. 

Mr. Cooper. I am informed that the vessels have to lie at the jetties 
there during the nighttime or in a fog. It interferes with commerce 
and navigation. 

Mr. EscH. How far is Sabine Pass from the mouth of the jetty? 

Mr. Cooper. My recollection is about 4 miles. 

Mr. Mann. Your commerce has grown very rapidly? 

Mr. Cooper. Oh, very rapidly; extraordinarily. Another state- 
ment I make is to appeal to your generosity here. 

Mr. Mann. Do not appeal to our generosity. 

Mr. Cooper. I do it, anyway. We gave the Government one mil- 
lion and a half dollars. 

Mr. Mann. You forced it on us. 

Mr. Cooper. You did not give us the quid pro quo. 

Mr. Mann. I had a great notion to object to accepting it, but they 
begged me not to. 

H. B. 7591. A BILL FOB THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A LIGHT-HOUSE 
AND FOG SIGNAL AT THE NOBTHEBLY END OF THE PIEB AT 
INDIANA HABBOB, SOUTHEBLY END OF LAKE MICHIGAN, 
INDIANA. 

STATEMENT OF HON. EDGAR D. GRTJHFAGKEB, A REPRESENTA- 
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF INDIANA. 

Mr. Crumpacker. Mr. Chairman, I do not think we have any 
record of anything in Indiana Harbor anywhere. 

Mr. Mann. We have a record of it. 

Mr. Crumpacker. The Light-house Board has probably made some 
inquiries out there. 

Mr. Mann. The Government does not maintain any light there; 
it is a private light. 

Mr. Crumpacker. It does not maintain any light and does not 
maintain anything. We have no custom officer ; we have nothing ex- 
cept what we put there ourselves. Indiana Harbor has a population 
of, I suppose, 17,000 people, and it has quite a large traffic. There is 
an area of 1,200 acres which is immediately tributary to Indiana 
Harbor; there are 27 industries, mostly iron industries, in which 
there are invested $15,000,000, and they employ 16,000 men. 

Mr. Stevens. What do they ship in and out? 

Mr. Crumpacker. What kind of freight? 

Mr. Mann. Mostly iron ore. 
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Mr. Crumpacker. The industries are chiefly iron industries, afnd 
they expect, of course, to ^t their iron ore in the harbor ; they hj^ve 
only one furnace in oj)eration now. The Inland Steel Company has 
one of the largest institutions ; it is a large furnace. Its capacity is 
400 tons a day. 

Mr. Mann. Is the Minnis cement factory at Indiana Harbor? 

Mr. Crumpacker. Yes, sir; it is in Indiana Harbor practically; 
it is just about a mile from the harbor. 

Mr. Mann. The Board reports that the harbor in question is a 
private harbor, that the geographical location of Indiana is not such 
as to require the establishment there of a coast light, but that the 
only lights that need be established are pier lighs or beacons to en- 
able the owners or keepers to utilize them. 

Mr. Crumpacker. It is private in the sense that it is built with 
private money ; it is used by everybodv. Indiana Harbor, in the first 
place, was a land deal. A company bought a lot of land tl>ere and 
established 27 factories, and $40,000,000 was invested in industries. 
The Inland Steel Company, with a capital of $5,000,000, is most di- 
rectly interested in the harbor, but it has no real interest in it. The 
harbor was built by the East Chicago Improvement Company for 
the benefit of the industries and the citizens of the town or the com- 
munity that the company established. 

Mr. Mann. Was this town laid out by any interest of a railroad ? 

Mr. Crumpacker. No. 

Mr. Mann: Or any interest of a particular manufacturing in- 
dustry? 

Mr. Crumpacker. No ; it was laid out hy a lot of men who bought 
the land for the purpose of bringing factories there and making their 
money out of the sale of the land. They have built a harbor about 
a mile and a half back from tlie lake. The Baltimore and Ohio and 
the Pennsylvania and the Lake Shore railroads are putting in steel 
bridges now, and it has had a strenuous growth, and it is a most 
prosperous community, and the company has tendered the harbor to 
the Government. We have a proposition in now asking the Govern- 
ment to take control of it, but the Government does not see fit to do it. 

Mr. EscH. Why should the Government object to the improvement 
and maintenance of this protection to navigation if it is a great center 
of industry ? 

Mr. Crumpacker. The Government does not object; all the Gov- 
ernment does is to fold its hands. We have to get some consent of 
the Government to go ahead. 

Mr. EscH. In the act of January 1, 1907, they are permitted to put 
up lights under the regulations prescribed by the Light-House Board ; 
that does not hurt the Government very much. 

Mr. Crumpacker. It does not hurt them, and we think the Gov- 
ernment ought to build a light-house for us, and we have before the 
Light-House Board the proposition for the Government to take over 
this harbor. The people out there are anxious to have a light and 
a customs officer. They now have to send clear to Chicago. Li addi- 
tion to this business they already have, next year in all likelihood 
there will be 1,000,000 tons of iron ore brought into the harbor by 
water. They shipped into that harbor all of Sie ties to build the In- 
diana Harbor Railroad. 
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Mr. EscH. Is Gary in your district, too? 
Mr. Crumpacker. Yes. 
* Mr. EscH. That is to be a great center of manufacture; they will 
have to have a harbor there, will they not? 

Mr. Crumpacker. They have difficulty building it themselves. 
That is owned by the Indiana Steel Company, and they propose to 
control it and they had a survey with a view of determining the 
feasibility of constructing a breakwater, and the Government simply 
isaid they would not invest a penny there because it is a private insti- 
tution. They did not offer to take it over. The Indiana Improve- 
ment Company built this harbor for the benefit of the community it 
was establishing and has had a tender for a year or more to the Gen- 
eral Government to control that harbor. 

Mr. Mann. Is it not a fact that the Government has never con- 
sidered that part of Lake Michigan which borders on Indiana of 
great commercial importance, and are unable to keep up the Govern- 
ment officials there commensurate with the rapidity in growth there 
in the last few years? 

Mr. Crumpacker. That is true, and another thing, practically all 
this enterprise originates in Chicago and Pittsburg and New York. 
The people out in Indiana are not much interested; they have com- 
paratively a small investment, you know. We have the Chicago 
capital and the Pittsburg and New York capital to take care of, and 
we have been hoping that through the influence of those large interests 
we might get a little consideration out there, we might have the atten- 
tion of the Government directed to the importance of the matter. As 
a matter of fact, we are building up these great industries and we pro- 
pose to go on and do that, and we will do the best we can, whether 
we get Government aid or not. I think we can develop that country 
without Government aid, but we think there are some conveniences 
which the Government ought to provide and assist us in, and this ig 
one of them. 

Mr. Mann. Do you know what the people of Indiana Harbor 
think as to what kind of light station is needed? 

Mr. Crumpacker. Thejr do not know anything about what kind 
they need; they want light stations and fog signals, everything. 
They have a Boosters' Club out there and seven or eight commercial 
clubs, and they have banquets about every two weeks, and they want 
everything, as a matter of fact* 

Mr. Mann. I suggest to you that you turn loose the Boosters' Club 
upon the light-house inspector's office. 

Mr. Crumpacker. Where is that, in Chicago? 

Mr. Mann. It is in Chicago, but they get down that way. They 
would be glad to go down and investigate it any time. 

Mr. Crumpacker. The citizens there want recognition, that is all ; 
they think the Government ought to recognize that as a public im- 
provement. 

Mr. Adamson. They do not know just exactly what they want, but 
they want it mighty bad. 

Mr. Crumpacker. Yes ; they want anything that is going, but the 
Simplex people want lights for their boats. 
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H. &. 17508, H. &. 7598, H. &. 17828, AND S. 5594. BIIX8 PBO- 
VIDZNG FOB THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LIGHT-HOUSE AND FOG- 
SIGNAL STATION AT THE EASTERLY END OF MICHIGAN ISLAND. 
APOSTLE GEOUP, WESTERLY END OF LAKE SUPEEIOB, WIS- 
CONSIN. 

STATEMENT OF HON. ELMER A. MOESE, A REPEESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF WISCONSIN. 

Mr. Morse. Mr. Chairman, I have a proposition that is so easy it 
will take only a few minutes to explain it. 

Mr. Mann. Is Michigan Island the siime as Gull Island? 

Mr. Morse. >so; it is not. Michigan Island is a large island; Gull 
Island is a little bit of a sundy island just east of Michigan Island. 
The reasons given for this is that on a large island it is much easier 
to keep a light-house keeper: it has been very hard to keep a keeper 
on this island, which is only about a quarter of an acre. 

Mr. Mann. They can keep a keeper on an island if they can keep 
one in the middle of the water. 

Mr. Morse. This little Gull Island has no tender. 

Mr. Manx. Why do they not abandon that light ? 

Mr. Morse. As far as the Lake Carriers' Association is concerned 
they do not care whether it is abandoned or not. 

Mr. Mann. I will ask the Board to abandon it this spring whether 
w^e allow the other one or not, and see whether they care. 

Mr. Morse. You can establish this here and discharge the keeper 
down there. 

Mr. Mann. If he is not needed, we can discharge him anyhow. 

Mr. Morse. I can show^ j'^ou better with this map here. Here is the 
route that the large vessels take, up around Kowena Point, instead 
of going through this ship channel, which is too small for the large 
vessels. Northern Wisconsin, like northern Indiana, is growing very 
rapidly, and larger vessels are being built to carry this ore, and there- 
fore they come up around this point. The reason they go so far to 
get around this island is on account of storms. In storms, especially 
from the north or northeast, they go farther north *around this point, 
get pretty nearly up to this island before turning down. 

This light-house w^hich is now maintained is on the southwesterly 
end of Michigan Island. That, as you see, is a large island, and it is 
heavily w^ooded and the vessels coming from the northeast are unable 
to see the light until they get around the island. The old course of 
vessels was formerly much farther south, and the light-house was 
then of some value, of great value, and it is still of some value to the 
vessels of light draft, but of no value to the vessels of heavy draft. 

Mr. Stevens. What commerce is there now? 

Mr. Morse. It is largely the ore-carrying trade and the lumber 
trade and some coal trade. 

Mr. Stevens. The lumber trade is practically over, is it not? 

Mr. Morse. Nqt yet ; oh, no ; there is a great deal shipped there. 

Mr. Mann. When these people were before us on a prior occasion, 
the principal reason they gave for establishing a light on Gull Island 
was that the vessels coming and going out of Duluth in the case of 
bad weather desired to run down in the lea of the group of Apostle 
Islands, but that is not the reason you are advancing at all. tVhen 
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they were before us before I think they said nothing at all about this 
proposition of vessels coming in here [indicating on map], 

Mr. Morse. I think that was on account of the fact that the wrecks 
had not occurred and they did* not realize the necessity of that light. 
Of course that has been brought to their attention by the wrecks 
that have occurred there recently. There was the Ireland, 

Mr. Esc II. And an ore freighter on which there were eight or ten 
lost. 

Mr. Morse. It most certainly did ; it ran right straight on to that 
Gull Island, but had the light been over there they certainly would 
have seen it. They lost $450,000 which would have been saved by a 
light there. 

Mr. Mann. How much couimerce is there that comes from the 
West to Ashland Bay on that course? 

Mr. ^loRSE. I have been unable to get the exact amount. 

Mr. Stevens. There is no commerce from the West;. it is from the 
East. 

Mr. Mann. I meant the East. 

Mr. Morse. The ore-carrying trade is by far the largest. 

^Ir. Stevens. Is that increasing? 

Mr. Morse. Very much. 

Mr. EscH. The ore dug from the Gogebic Range? 

Mr. Morse. No, not entii-ely. 

Mr. Escii. That is the large part of the traffic? 

Mr.. Morse. From around Hurley and Iron Mountain. 

Mr. Mann. How long have they been having this large commerce 
out of Ashland ? 

Mr. Morse. I do not know the exact number of years. 

Mr. Mann. Is there any increase in the commerce now? 

Mr. Morse. The Northwestern is building an immense dock there 
this winter, one of the largest ore docks in existence. 

Mr. EscH. They have two very large docks there now. 

Mr. Morse. The largest vessels that run on the Lakes come in 
there for ore. 

Mr. Stevens. But some of the largest sawmills have been aban- 
doned ? 

Mr. Morse. Yes ; but the mills are moved back and the lumber is 
being shipped out of Ashland just the same, but the mills at the city 
have been abandoned and the coal trade is increasing very rapidly on 
account of the fact that we use coal. 

Mr. Mann. The lumber does not go out on the big draft vessels, 
anyhow ? 

Mr. Morse. No. 

Mr. Mann. None of these vessels run on this northern course out 
of Ashland ? 

Mr. Morse. Yes ; all run on that. 

Mr. Mann. They do not go through that canal ? 

Mr. Morse. Oh, some of them go through that. 

Mr. Mann. According to your view, the canal is not of much 
value? 

Mr. Morse. Yes ; but the big vessels can not go through theie. 
They lose time ; they do go through there, but they lose time. 
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Mr. Stevens. The only thing you are asking for is the changing of 
that light on Michigan Island I 

Mr. Morse. Yes, sir. That is all I have to say, Mr. Chairman. I 
am much obliged* to you. 

Mr. Stevens. Have the lake carriers filed any resolutions of in- 
dorsement ? 

Mr. Morse. They have not with me; I understand that they have 
with the committee, but I am not certain, 

Mr. EscH. Unless it is filed with the committee, you had better 
leave what you have with the committed. 

H. B. 6177. A BILL PBOVIDING FOB THE EBECTION OF A MB- 
MOBIAL LIGHT-HOUSE TO COMMEMOBATE THE WOBK AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LATE MATTHEW FONTAINE MAUBY. 

STATEMENT OF HON. GEORGE W. GORDON, A REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, 

Mr. Mann. You have bill Xo. 6177, and there is a similar bill intro- 
duced by Senator Frazier. This is for the erection by the Govern- 
ment of a memorial light-house to commemorate the work and 
achievements of Matthew Fontaine Maury and for the creation of a 
commission to take up this subject with other nations and peoples. 

Mr. Gordon. There is a pamphlet which I filed with the bill in this 
case, which contains some information concerning the interests which 
other nations have had in this matter. The caption of the bill states, 
" either by this Government alone or jointly with such other nations 
and peoples as may voluntarily cooperate therein." The preamble to 
this bill recites something of the work of Maury. 

Mr. Adamson. Would that be a local aid to navigation or just a 
memorial ? Will it be an aid to navigation ? 

Mr. Gordon. We want to establish it at a place where it would be 
an aid to navigation. 

Mr. Mann. You do not care where we put it? 

Mr. Gordon. Preferably in the United States, of course, but wher- 
ever it might be agreed upon by those interested in it. He was an 
international man, and had attended scientific conventions in the Old 
World. 

Mr. Mann. Tell us very briefly about the work of Commander 
Maury. 

Mr. Gordon. It is briefly recited here in this preamble — what he did, 
the charts of the sea he made, what he did for sailing vessels and navi- 
gation generally. His works were translated into nearly all lan- 
guages of the world, especialty of the maritime powers. 

Mr. Mann. Did he have anything to do with the creation of the 
Light-House Service? 

Mr. Gordon. I think he had a great deal to do with it; he was in 
charge of the Naval Observatory a long time and he laid the founda- 
tion of the Weather Bureau and the forecasting, telegraphic forecast- 
ing. He had many speculations, and afterwards, by his observa- 
tions, confirmed them. 

Mr. Mann. But what special connection did he have with the 
Light-House Service that we should establish a light-house memo- 
rial to him? 

Mr. Gordon. I can tell you that exactly. 
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Mr. Mann. I have read the bill. 

Mr. Gordon. You might ascertain further facts by reference to 
the language. 

Mr. Mann. I wondered why it had been sugge^d that we have 
a memorial light-house instead of a memorial weather station or 
some of the other numerous scientific branches. 

Mr. Gordon. Simply because we thought it would be more satis- 
factory to all concerned and of greater utility. 

Mr. Mann. And I thought maybe he had special connection with 
the Light-House Board in some way, but I do not see it in the pre- 
amble. Is this a bill which you prepared personally ? 

Mr. Gordon. No, sir; it was prepared by a man who was in the 
Navy with him. 

Mr. Mann. I thought maybe it was prepared by some association. 

Mr. Gordon. It was by a naval man. 

Mr. Mann. Whv do you think other nations would contribute to 
the construction ox a light-house in American waters ? 

Mr. Gordon. Simply because of their appreciation of what he did. 
Some distinguished forei^ official, in the pamphlet which I have 
given you, gives his view upon the subject and his readiness to coop- 
erate. 

Mr. Adamson. It would only be a matter of sentiment that would 
make us offer another nation the opportunity, because it is not such 
a great enterprise that we could not do it. 

Mr. Gordon. No ; but it might be a bond, somewhat, of peace, which 
might increase the international entente cordiale. This also provides 
for the receipt of private contributions. A great philanthropist might 
contribute something, such a man as Mr. Andrew Carnegie. 

Mr. Mann. There is nothing to prevent his tendering the contri- 
bution now. 

Mr. Gordon. No, sir ; nothing now, but probably this is not known. 

Mr. Mann. Do you think the General Government, in building 
light-houses, ought to invite private contributions or contributions 
from other nations? 

Mr. Gordon. I do not know ; it would be a voluntary matter with 
such as might contribute. They might wish to have a part in this 
as a memorial to the scientific deeds of the man who did so much 
for navigation and commerce, and who, I think, was an honorary 
member of nearly all of the scientific societies of the world. He had 
medals from abroad for his work before the war. 

Mr. EscH. It was his research that enabled cable companies to 
locate their lines by making a diagram of the sea's bottom? 

Mr. Gordon. Yes, sir; he had an active part in that while he was 
in charge of the Naval Observatory. 

MEMORIAL OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND THE MAURY 
MEMORIAL LIGHT-HOUSE COMMISSION. 

To the Senators and Representatives of the Fifty-eighth Congress of the United 
States, second session: , 

.The memorial of the undersigned special committee of the Continental Con 
gress of the Daughters of the American Revolution respectfully represents unto 
your honorable body : 

That the Continental Congress of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
at its twelfth session, by unanimous vote, passed the following resolutions, 
to wit: 
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" Whereas one of the chief objects of this organization is to foster the highest 
ideals of patriotism, and preserve for history illustrious examples of love of 
country and personal sacrifice for the good of the nation; and 

" Whereas the late Matthew Fontaine Maury, in his life and character, was 
an exemplar of patriotism, statesmanship, and scientific research, whose life 
work conferred lasting benefit upon the commerce of the world, and brought 
honor and just faifie to this American nation and to its Navy, to such a degree 
that his memory should be cherished by his own, as well as all civilized nations ; 
and 

" Whereas it was proposed by one of his contemporaries, a notable admiral of 
the Royal Netherlands Navy, and seconded by the executive officers of the Royal 
Geographical Society of London, that by popular subscription an international 
memorial be erected, which should carry out Maury's suggestion for the erection 
and equipment of a light-house upon the shoals of Rocas, off the coast of Brazil, 
or at such point on lines of international commerce as may be hereafter 
selected: Therefore 

" Resolved, That it is the sense of this body that the Congress of the United 
States should take favorable action upon the suggestion of Admiral Jansen and 
make suitable appropriation for this memorial, and should also take up the 
question with the Brazilian Government along the lines suggested by the Royal 
Geographical Society of London ; also, with the maritime nations of Europe and 
America, the United States Government itself taking charge of such fimds as 
may be donated for that purpose by such nations, or the subjects thereof. 

" Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the presiding officer .to 
present this resolution and memorial to the Congress of the United States, either 
at the present session or the next succeeding session, as such committee may 
deem best." 

In fulfillment of the duty thus imposed, the undersigned committee beg leave 
to present to your honorable body briefly the services of Matthew F. Maury 
to this and to foreign countries. 

Maury received his midshipman's warrant in 1825, and for thirty-five years 
gave to his country, not only his active service as a naval officer, but the benefits 
of stupendous and brilliant achievements in scientific research, which set the 
world a-ringing with his praise and glorified America. His every power, phy- 
sical and mental, was summoned to active duty and his gigantic mind made 
seven-league strides toward Uie accomplishment of his purposes. And those 
purposes throughout his life 'were absolutely for the good of others. Personal 
disinterestedness was a most noticeable trait. 

While studying for examination he prepared and published a set of " Lunar 
Tables ; " then, in rapid succession, gave out works on *' Navigation," " Sailing 
Directions," '* Wind and Current Charts," and his " Physical Geography of the 
Sea," the first three bringing him into prominence and establishing him as 
authority on all naval affairs and saving multiplied millions to this and other 
maritime countries, and the last creating the sensation of the age in the 
scientific world. It was republished in every civilized language, and Baron 
Humboldt declared that he had created a new science. 

When Maury received his appointment there was no Naval Academy; and 
realizing by his own experience the need of technical instruction for young 
midshipmen other than that " picked up on deck," he began writing a series 
of articles called " Scraps from the Lucky Bag," in which he urged the establish- 
ment of a naval school. The Academy at Annapolis resulted ultimately from 
these suggestions, and while credit is commonly given to Mr. Secretary Bancroft 
for the initiatory move in establishing a naval school at Old Fort Severn, with- 
out awaiting the action of Congress, still it was the cogent papers of Maury, 
taken up by the press of the country, which created the sentiment that im- 
pelled this action on the part of the Secretary of the Navy. 

About 1841 Maury was made keeper of the depot of charts and instruments, 
which he developed into the well-known Naval Observatory, which,' under his 
management, became national in importance and second only to that of 
Greenwich. 

He first urged the building of a ship canal and railroad across the Isthmus to 
the East by way of the West, and showed the advantages of Panama over 
Tehauntepec. As supplementary to this work he advocated, in an address to 
Chicago merchants, the construction of a canal to connect the waters of the 
Great Lakes with those of the Mississippi Valley, not only for the naval and 
military purposes, but as the natural outlet for the granaries of the Northwest, 
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and as a substantial tie to bind together in a closer bond the South and the 
great Northwest. 

He was the originator in design and detail of the Weather Bureau, and that 
vast enterprise, as it is to-day, is the result of work he then began; in fact, 
is the outcome of his request to Congress. 

Realizing the good results to be obtained by such action, the Secretary of the 
Navy, in 1853, granted Maury leave of absence, and by his own effort the Con- 
gress of Scientists was assembled at Brussels. As a result, England, Holland, 
Belgium, Russia, France, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Portugal, Spain, Prussia, 
and Sardinia, the Republic of Chile, the Empires of Austria and Brazil, the free 
cities of Hamburg and Bremen, and the United States cooperated in establishing 
a uniform system of meteorological observations. 

In the course of his investigations Maury discovered, between New Found- 
land and Ireland, a broad level plateau in the ocean's bed, and in 1854 he 
declared the practicability of a submarine cable. Thus we have him the origi- 
nator and projector of the great Atlantic cable, even the practical accomplish- 
ment of which failed until his assistance was secured. Cyrus W. Fields himself 
says, " Maury furnished the brains, England furnished the money, and I did 
the work." Think of the splendor of this achievement, even if he had done no 
more. Think of its incalculable benefits to man. The fate of a nation has 
hung upon a word flashed across the wire. Questions of life and death come 
trembling beneath the waves, and continents are brought in such close touch 
that one may hear a whisper or feel the heart throbs of another. 

As a direct result of his Wind and Currents Charts and Sailing Directions, it 
was estimated by eminent English authority that by the shortening of the voyage 
between England and India, on the outward voyage alone, there was a saving 
to English commerce of $2,000,000 annually, while to that of all oceans it was 
$10,000,000 annually. The same authority puts the annual saving to the com- 
merce of this nation between New York and San Francisco at $2,250,000 
annually. 

What wonder that brilliant offers were made him by foreign nations, and how 
characteristic of the man that these should be modestly put aside for the uplift- 
ing and training of the youth of* his native land. 

The importance of these achievements, immediate and prospective, and the 
credit due Lieutenant Maury as the originator were noticed bj^ the Secretary 
of the Navy in most positive terms in his reports for seven consecutive years, 
and by the President in his message in 1851. The Committee on Naval Affairs, 
in its Senate report in 1855, suggested that some compensation be bestowed upon 
him (his salary never exceeded $3,500) and recommended that $25,000 be thus 
appropriated. Upon this recommendation no action was ever taken. 

After the assembly at Brussels, foreign nations came *' bearing gifts " and 
knocked at the door of these congressional halls, asking leiive to confer them 
upon him in recognition of his scientific achievements and of his exalted posi- 
tion among the benefactors of his race. His sturdy breast was scarce broad 
enough to bear the medals thus conferred. Have we hero another example of 
"a prophet not without honor save in his own country?" 

Great men, great events, great e^iochs, it has been said, grow as we rece^le 
from them. Surely the time is now ripe for recognition of the mighty stature 
of this man, who lived and wrought in our nation's capital, and with his great 
thoughts kindled a flame which shot up above his country's horizon an 3 shed 
its light over the civilized world. 

You have the resolution passed in the Twelfth Congress of the National 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and your memorialists 
have endeavored to set forth in a concise manner what they consider just 
and ample reasons for their request. This patriotic society, which your memo-» 
rialists have the honor to represent, does a work wider and grander than is 
realized by those unacquainted with its aims and their fulfillment. The very 
spirit of its mission is exemplified in this effort. What better way to foster 
patriotism than to hold up before the people the lives and achievements of the 
great men whom our country has produced? The spirit of the present day 
evinces a woeful lack of education in this regard. Commercialism is ramp«iU 
in the land and the men who have amassed colossal fortmies are the heroes for 
whom Young America has regard. 

The history of a nation is crystallized in her monuments. What is recorded 
there is writ for all time. These are '* sermons in stones," and are read by 
succeeding generations. In Matthew F. iMaury we have a i^erfect pattern of 
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patriotism, virtue, and intellectual ability. A monument which should pierce 
the clouds, blazoned with the arms and symbols of the ijeoples who have loved 
and honored him, with the record of his life inscTil)ed in every civilized tongue 
and the story of his service to his own country written in letters of gold, would 
do him meager justice and affront the memory of his modest life, for he had 
no thought of fame. He only served. 

And so, gentlemen of this Fifty-eighth Congress, we pray you pause a while 
in your deliberations; let other interests wait, while you, who are carrying out 
his idea as to the Isthmian Canal, enact a proper measure for this tribute to 
the memory and worth of Matthew Fontaine Maury, either alone by this Gov- 
ernment, or else in conjunction with other nations, or their people, as in your 
judgment shall seem best. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Susan Winchester Scales, 

Chairman. 
Sarah Berrien Casey Morgan, 
Vicc-President-Oeneraly N. S, D. A. R. 
Sara Aldrich Richardson, 

State Regent, South Carolina. 
Amelia Chamberlain, 

' State Regent, Tennessee. 
Mary Desha, 

Washington, D, Q, 

fi. 3660. A BILL TO ESTABLISH A LIGHT AND FOG SIGNAL ON THE 
OUTEB END OF THE BBEAKWATEB, SAN FEDBO, CAL. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES M'LAGHLAN, A REPRESENTATIVE Df 
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. McLachlan. This is a bill, I believe, which has passed the Sen- 
ate, which the committee, of course, know. The facts briefly are 
these: Of course, some of you gentlemen know that they built a 
breakwater there which is about a mile and a half long and is nearly 
completed, and the purpose of asking for a light-house is to enable 
ships to enter the outer harbor that has been constructed by this 
breakwater. 

Mr. Stevens. Where do they want it ? 

Mr. McLachlan. At the end of the breakwater. 

Mr. Stevens. How long did you say the breakwater is? 

Mr. McLachlan. If I remember right, it is between 8,000 and 
9,000 feet. 

Mr. Stevens. There is nothing there now ? 

Mr. McLachlan. No sir ; in feet, the breakwater is not completed. 

Mr. Stevens. When will it be completed ? 

Mr. McLachlan. Within a year. 

Mr. Mann. It is expected to complete it by July, 1908, so that Book 
of Estimates states. 

Mr. McLachlan. There are great improvements being made in the 
inner harbor at San Pedro, and the commerce is increasing wonder- 
fully. Heretofore the Southern Pacific Railroad had a line onto a 
wharf at Los Angeles, but they have just abandoned that, and a-U this 
commerce will go into the harbor at San Pedro. The bill I came up 
to see about was about the leasing of San Clemente Island. That bill 
has passed the Senate with amendments. 

Mr. Mann. How important is this light station? 

Mr. McLachlan. I have all the figures and will give them to you. 
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S. 4856. AN ACT AUTHOBIZZNG THE SECBETABY OF COMMEBCE 
AND LABOB TO LEASE SAN CLEMENTE ISLAND, CALIPOBNIA. 

Mr. Stevens. Now, what is it you want? 

Mr. McLachlan. San Clemente Island, as you know, is a barren 
island there, I think about 30 miles long and averaging, perhaps, 
about from 3 to 10 miles wide. It is a rocky, sandy island. I did 
not know the day I was before the committee that there was even one 
little spring of water, but I have learned since that a part of the 
year they can get a little water out of a spring. For years gone by 
the Government has been leasing that island to sheep men, and had 
leased it to private individuals. Some years the drought would come 
and there was not rain enough to catch water to support the sheep 
on the island and a universal loss ensued. Some years ago the com- 
pany which is seeking to lease this island undertook to develop for- 
age on the island and secured a lease from the Government at $1,000 
a year — this present company. I made inquiiy at the Department 
just before coming up here, and I learned that that company now has 
a lease on this island beginning January 1, 1906, and continuing for 
five years. Under the general law they have no authority to lease 
for a greater period of time. These people have experimented with 
certain grasses that keep the sand from drifting. The island was 
becoming entirely covered with this drifting sand, 1)ut these people 
have discovered a kind of grass that prevents the drifting of that 
sand. 

Mr. Mann. AVhat kind of grass is that? It would be important 
to know. 

Mr. Kahn. We called it " bunch •' grass out .there. 

Mr. McLachlan. These people have gone on and built reservoirs 
there and hold the water in reserve for the dry season. It has devel- 
oped that, in order to handle this properly, they must have a long 
lease, in order to be justified in going on, to insure the life of the live 
stock during the dry season. A large portion of the year there is 
not even a particle of water, even in that spring, and nobody lives 
there except those attending to this live stock, and they have to live 
on water caught from the rains and preserved in that way. This 
bill authorizes the Secretary to make a lease of this island for the 
term of twenty-five years, on condition that these people will expend 
during that time $25,000 in permanent improvements, in building 
reservoirs and such things necessary to do this, and in planting 
grasses and the spinus cactus and whatever would be necessary to 
sustain life. 

Mr. Mann. Is this all in the light-house reservation? 

Mr. McLachlan. Yes, sir; and there is a reservation put in by 
the Secretary to whom this has been referred reserving the right of 
the Government to go on there for any purpose for which, the island 
was originally intended, and also reserving to the Government the 
right to put wild animals in there. 

Mr. Mann. 'Where is that provision ? 

Mr. McLachlan. That is m the bill which passed the Senate, put 
in at the suggestion of Mr. Pinchot himself, who visited the island, 
went over and lived in the huts, and is one of the strong advocates of 
the measure. 
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Mr. Mann. We have three islands there reserved for light-house 
purposes close together. This company has one lease for five years 
at $1,000 a year, I suppose, without advertising for bids. The other 
two islands are each leased for five years to the highest bidder after 
advertising for bids. Do you think it is good policy for the Govern- 
ment to lease property to favored individuals without advertising 
forbids? 

Mr. McLachlan. That matter was put up to the Secretary, and 
here is what the Secretary says upon it. That very matter was called 
to his attention. 

(Mr. McLachlan read the letter from the Secretary.) 

Mr. Mann. Do you think the President would sign a measure like 
this? 

Mr. McLachlan. I certainly do. 

Mr. Mann. Granting a monopoly to a private concern for twenty- 
five years without competitive bids? 

Mr. McLachlan. I think he would under the circumstances. 

Mr. Mann. It certainly would be contrary to every expression he 
has given utterance to upon the subject since he has been in public 

Mr. McLachlan. The conditions are different there. These people 
have gone there and they have made improvements; they have built 
reservoirs ; they have constructed different appliances to catch water, 
to preserve the lives of the stock during the dry season, and they have 
a lease running on, as stated. There would be no way, in fairness and 
equity, that these people could be properly protected in what they 
huve already done, in whatever improvements they have made, if they 
were not allowed £^n option to continue that lease. 

JMr. Mann. If a man leases a piece of property for five years, do 
you think he is entitled to have it longer than five years? 
. Mr. McLachlan. I have seen the terms of that lease, and from the 
Secretary's report that is on file he contends that in equity, if not in 
fact, they would have a right to a renewal of that lease, because no 
one would go on there and expend money in stocking the island with- 
out a look into the future, in providing the conditions whereby that 
stock might be saved during the dry season. 

Mr. Mann. I do not understand what you mean by " stocking the 
island." Here is an island that is not very fertile. 

Mr. McLachlan. Nothing there at all. 

Mr. Mann. There is something there for sheep to feed on. It is 
not very fertile, but of some value. It does not take any great ex- 
pense. 

Mr. McLachlan. Sheep can not live there without people going 
and building reservoirs to catch the rain water. 

Mr. Mann. It is not a very great expense to build reservoirs. How 
far is it from St. Nicholas Island ? 

Mr. McLachlan. Those are all off to the west of Santa Catalina 
Island. 

Mr. Mann. They are all the Santa Barbara Islands? 

Mr. McLachlan. I did not know San Clemente was. It is about 
60 miles from the mainland. 

Mr. Mann. Are not these other islands, San Nicholas and Santa 
Catalina, in the same condition as far as fertility is concerned? 
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Mr. McLachlan. I do not know ; I think they are more fertile, 
because I know that on some of them there is considerable vegetation 
and swampy land, and this is nothing but a rock. 

Mr. Mann. Is not this much like Santa Catalina? 

Mr. McLachlan. Oh, no; it is much more barren and desolate. 
There is not a living thing on it. No man can live there. 

Mr. Mann. Some men can live there. They have to have men liv- 
ing there with th<e sheep, and there are now men living there. 

Mr. McLachlan. There are three o^ four men, Mexicans. If you 
will notice, too, gentlemen, the liberality of this bill. The Govern- 
ment has never received more than $1,000 a year rent. The provi- 
sions of this bill are that these people must expend $1,000 a year in 
permanent improvements. 

Mr. Mann. The improvements that are proposed are improve- 
ments solely in the interest of the lessee during the twenty-five years 
that the lease runs. What is permanent about it? 

Mr. McLachlan. This fact is true, that even the little vegetation 
which is growing there now has been covered up by the sands. 

Mr. Mann. That island has been there for some years, I suppose ? 

Mr. McLachlan. Yes. 

Mr. Mann. Do you really suppose it is worse now than it was 
five thousand years ago? 

Mr. McLachlan. I think so ; I was not there, of course. 

Mr. Mann. What makes you think it is getting worse? 

Mr. McLachlan. We know that from people who live there — ^that 
is, people who are over there taking care of their stock. 

Mr. Mann. Of course the point with me would be as to whether 
Congress could start in to lease a piece of property to a private in- 
dividual and fix rental for a long term without advertising for bids. 

Mr. McLachlan. I am not sure that even this company will take 
this island at the terms stipulated in the bill. 

Mr. Mann. Then, certainly we would not want to pass the bill. 

Mr. McLachlan. Let me say this: They had the matter up with 
the Secretary, arid they did oner to pay $1,000 a year in improve- 
ments. 

Mr. Mann. I do not see what earthly benefit that is to the Gen- 
eral Government. 

Mr. Adamson. It makes it so that we can rent it again. 

Mr. Mann. The grass will run out long, before the twenty-five 
vears, and the fences that you put up will have rotted away long 
before the twenty- five years; the buildings that you put up will m 
oiit of date. What interest has the General Government ? 

Mr. McLachlan. The Secretary has increased the rental from 
$1,000 to $1,500. 

Mr. Mann. That is some consideration. 

Mr. McLachlan. I wish the committee could see Mr. Murray and 
Mr. Pinchot ; Mr. Murray was there himself. 

Mr. Mann. Here is the proposition, to rent a piece of property 
to people for a sheep pasture, and then turn it over to Mr. Pinchot 
or some other favored people as a game reserve; that seems to m6 
utterly ridiculous. 

Mr. McLachlan. We did not put that in ; they put that in. 

Mr. Mann. If nothing can live there, how can thev keep game 
there? 
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Mr. Stevens. Maybe you do not understand what kind of game 
they want. 

Mr. Mann. What kind of game would they put there? 

Mr. McLachlan. Deer, I suppose. 

Mr. Mann. It would be a good place for a forest for Members of 
Congress and the President to go hunting, I suppose. 

Mr. Adamson. Had you not better secure the signature of the 
President by providing that the bidding shall be competitive? 

Mr. Mann. Does it not look to you that a game reserve and a 
sheep ranch are two absolutely different things ? 

Mr. McLachlan. We were forced to put that game clause in the 
bill. 

H. B. 17882. A BILL TO ATJTHOBIZE THE ENLABGEMENT, IM- 
PBOVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT OF THE LIGHT-HOUSE DEPOT AT 
YEBBA BUENA ISLAND, CALIFOBNIA. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JULIUS KAHN, A BEPBESENTATIVE IN 
CONGEESS FBOM THE STATE OF CALIFOBNIA. 

Mr. Kahn. The Senate bill has already passed the Senate. That 
depot, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, is the only light-house depot 
in the twelfth district. AVithin the last four or five years quite a 
number of outlying stations have been added to that district — the 
Hawaiian Islands, the Midway Islands, Guam, and the American 
possessions in the S a moan Islands. 

Mr. Mann. You do not mean to say we have no light-house in the 
Hawaiian Islands? 

Mr. IvAHN. You have a station there, but no depot. The only 
depot, as I understand it, is at Yerba Buena Island. You have a 
station at Hawaii, which is given to the Government. 

Mr. Mann. We have a depot in Hawaii. 

Mr. Kahn. You have, Mr. Chairman, one corner of the naval 
wharf. 

Mr. Mann. We have a depot in Hawaii, at Honolulu. 

Mr. Kahn. Then the report of the twelfth district board is 
erroneous. 

Mr. Mann. The report says we have one there. 

Mr. Kahn. Pardon me; the report says that the depot at Yerba 
Buena Island is the only one in the twelfth district. 

Mr. Mann. Oh, the special report. 

Mr. Kahn. They have a station at Hawaii — the end of the wharf — 
which, as Mr. McLachlan says, is just loaned them by courtesy of the 
Navy Department. 

Mr. Mann. It is .all owned by the Government. 

Mr. Kahn. Yes; it is all owned by the Government; there is no 
doubt about that. The situation out there is this : The work of that 
district has materially increased; they have , not the facilities for 
^oing the work properly ; they want to build, and it is necessary for 
them to build and extend the wharf which they have at the southern 
end of Yerba Buena Island. In the last Congress an appropriation 
was made for an extra light-house vessel. They want accommoda- 
tions for that there; they want to build a tram and derricks, which 
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they need very badly. They want to use the keeper's house, the 
present house occupied by the keeper being a warehouse, and to build 
additional shops, and they want to build a new house for the keeper 
on the slope of the hill. 

Mr. Mann. Why do they not make a statement in their annual re- 
port recommending any changfe at this depot at all ? 

Mr. Kahn. I understand that they have recommended in favor of 
this bill. 

Mr. Mann. They are supposed to keep some track of their needs at 
these depots. Here is their annual report, including hundreds of 
recommendations which will not go through, and they make no 
recommendations in reference to this place at all. 

Mr. Kahn. Of course, I do not know how that is beyond this. The 
chamber of commerce first wrote to me about it and called my at- 
tention to it. I spoke with Senator Perkins about it. Senator Per- 
kins had introduced a bill, and that bill was referred to the Light- 
House Board, and they reported favorably and showed, I think, the 
reasons why this depot should be extended. 

Mr. Mann. In their report this year the Light-House Board itself 
reports, recommending, I believe, fourteen different items of addi- 
tional aids to navigation in the twelfth district, amounting to $468,- 
500, and they make no recommendation about this light-house depot. 
The inspector for the district and the engineer make a number of 
other recommendations for other aids to navigation, but even they 
do not mention this depot. You can see that we will have to have 
some pretty good evidence on the subject. 

Mr. Kahn. The Senate did get a statement from Mr. Helm, a com- 
mander in the United States Navy, the naval secretary of the Light- 
House Board, in which he recommends the thing very strongly. 

Mr. Mann. If he was the naval inspector out there, you would 
think he would have recommended it in his annual report if there was 
necessity for it ? 

Mr. Kahn. Of course, I do not know; this is really not a recom- 
mendation for a light-house ; it is a recommendation for the extension 
of the station. 

Mr. Mann. They do not stop at recommending light-houses; they 
recommend anything. 

Mr. Kahn. I am familiar with the location of the station, know 
just how it lies, and all that sort of thing, and I can readily see that 
the extension of the twelfth district to these outlying places has in- 
creased their work there very materially. In fact, Mr. Helm says 
that their facilities for handling the work are so poor that it results 
in increased cost to the Government for handling such work as they 
do ; that if they had the proper appliances they could certainly do it 
for m\ich less money. 

Mr. Mann. Who is Mr. Helm ? 

Mr. Kahn. He is the naval secretary of the Light-House Board, 
Department of Commerce and Labor. 

Mr. Mann. You mean Captain Helm? 

Mr. Kahn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EscH. What is the most essential thing you need there? 

Mr. Kahn. I presume the wharf and the derrick and the tram. 
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Mr. EscH. TKey are building, it says here, a concrete oil house, a 
stiff-leg derrick is being erected at the landing, and will be provided 
with a double-cylinder hoisting engine; would not that meet that 
requirement? 

Mr. Kahn. I do not judge it would be the kind of derrick that they 
really require to do the work; I do ^ot think it is sufficient; that 
would be a makeshift, probably. But the wharf they have is a very 
big one. That island is occupied by three departments of the Gov- 
ernment. The southern end belongs to the Department of Com- 
merce and Labor, the Light-House Board. Then a very large tract 
belongs to the Navy Department, where the naval training station is 
located, and the extreme northern end belongs to the engineers of 
the Army. The facilities provided for the Light-House Board, I 
should say, are the poorest of all the three departments. Of course, 
the naval training station is very excellently equipped, has a long 
wharf, and is in splendid shape. 

Mr. Mann. It seems to me strange that if the inspector out there 
needed this extension of service at this dock, instead of recommend- 
ing a dozen other things, some of which are plainly not necessary, he 
would not have made a recommendation for this improvement. 

Mr. Kahn. This is what Captain Helm says : 

(Mr. Kahn here read from the report of the Light-House Board.) 

Mr. Mann. And yet, in their annual report, instead of recommend- 
ing this increase, they do recommend a new depot for the light-house 
depot at Honolulu. Evidently they considered that more important 
than this.. 

Mr. Kab^n. I do not know how those things are, Mr. Chairman, 
but I find, as a member of the committee of which I am a member, 
that it frequently happens that supplemental reports are sent in long 
after the estimates are made, long after, the estimates are published. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, what we are trying to get at is the compell- 
ing need of these various things. 

Mr. I^AHN. Of course, I do not know anything further about it 
than this, that the commercial organizations of San Francisco have 
written to me about it, and upon the receipt of those letters I con- 
ferred with Senator Perkins, and the Light-House Board sent this 
report on Senator Perkins's bill. 

Mr. EscH. How large is this island — how many acres; do you 
know ? 

Mr. Kahn. No, I do not know positively; my impression is that 
there are about 1,600 acres. 

Mr. EscH. Has the engineers' office its own dock, and the training 
station its own dock, and the Light-House Service its own dock? 

Mr. Kahn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EscH. Would it not be economy to have one good dock for all 
three branches of the service? 

Mr. Kahn. I do not think you could manage it. You see, each 
branch of the service has its own vessels and they have to go in there. 
For instance, at the naval training station one of the docks, one side 
of the dock, is used permanently by the training ship. 

Mr. Esch. Where is that Yerba Buena Island? 

Mr. Kahn. It is in the middle of San Francisco Bay. 
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Mr. Englebright. Commonly called " Goat Island." 

Mr. Kahn. It is on the direct line of travel for the ferryboats that 

ply between San Francisco, Oakland, and the points on the other side 

of San Francisco. 

H. B. 13002. A BILL FOB THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A LIGHT-HOUSE 
AND FOG-SIGNAL STATION AT PUNTA GOBDA, ON THE COAST OF 
CALIFOBNIA. 

STATEMENT OF HON. WILUAM F. ENGLEBBIGHT, A BEPBESENT- 
ATIVE IN CONGBESS FBOM THE STATE OF CALIFOENIA. 

Mr. Mann. You have House bill 13092 and Senate bill 3661 for the 
same thing. 

Mr. Englebright. Senate bill 3661 is better than the other one. 
In connection with Senate bill 3661 is the report of the Senate, No. 60. 
This, of course, explains itself. These reports show that the Light- 
House Department has recommended this light-house a number of 
times. We also state that the annual report for 1907 records nine 
wrecks here which might have been prevented. 

Mr. Mann. Nine wrecks, when ? 

Mr. Englebright. It does not say. All I know about wrecks is 
that a year ago, when I made the trip from San Francisco up there, I 
saw a wreck that had occurred a week or so before. 

Mr. Mann. Are you perfectly familiar with this location ? 

Mr. Englebright. Yes, sir. I would like to call the attention of 
this committee to this situation on a map ; I can not explain it other- 
wise. 

(Mr. Englebright explained the situation to the committee on the 
map.) 

Mr. Englebright. I know when I went up there a year ago there 
was a wreck on the shore. 

Mr. Stevens. You want that on that shore ? 

Mr. Englebright. My idea is that the Light-House Board knows 
the best place to put the light-house. 

Mr. Stevens. You want a light somewhere on that 110 miles? 

Mr. Englebright. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. They have not recommended that it be put on the 
reservation. 

Mr. Englebright. No ; they say at or near Punta Gorda. 

Mr. Mann. They have not been very enthusiastic for the light. 

Mr. Englebright. People up in that section who are going up and 
down on those steamers are the ones who are anxious to get it. 

Mr. Mann. It is mostly the smaller steamers ; do they touch at vari- 
ous points on the way up there ? 

Mr. Englebright. There are a number of places in there where the 
smaller steamers land. 

Mr. Esch. They have some lumber in there ? 

Mr. Englebright. Oh, yes; some. 

Mr. Esch. From Humboldt County ? 

Mr. Englebright. That from Humboldt County goes up to Hum-^ 
boldt Bay. 
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H. 1L314. A BILL TO AUTHCBIZE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
LI0HT AXn> EOO-SIGNAL SHIP IN MILWAUKEE BAY, LAKE 
MICHIGAN. 

STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM H. STATFOED, A EEPEESENTA- 
TIVE IN CONGEESS FEOM THE STATE OF WISCONSIN. 

Mr. Mann. By this House bill 314 you are asking for $75,000 for a 
light-ship and fog-signal ship and all the necessary machinery, and so 
on ; what is the necessity for this? 

Mr. Stafford. The reason for establishing a light-ship is because of 
the peculiar conformation of the land at Milwaukee Bay. The north 
point promontory is from 2 to 3 miles easterly of the harbor entrance, 
and the south point is from 3 to 4 miles. Provision has been made for 
a light at the end of the harbor of refuge, which is within a half a mile 
of the harbor entrance. 

Mr. Mann. That is at the end of the breakwater ? 

Mr. Stafford. The end of the breakwater. 

Mr. Mann. How much is going to be spent on that? 

Mr. Stafford. Fifty-five thousand dollars out of $100,000 that 
has been appropriated. At first it was proposed to erect a very high- 
grade light on a very high pedestal, but by reason of this promontory 
the vessels would not be able to see that light — the vessels that take 
the usual course, coming up the lake there behind Betsy — until they 
got very close upon it. 

Mr. Mann. Let me ask you, so that we will have no misunderstand- 
ing. You say this light at the end of the breakwaters is only to cost 
$55,000. Are you sure about the amount, so sure that we could divert 
$45,000 of the appropriation from that project to the project for 
a light-ship? 

Mr. Stafford. I think that you could safely divert $40,000, and I 
am willing, upon the information furnished me by Major Judson, 
from whom I received the figures by calling upon him before com- 
ing down here, 'to state that there would be no more than $55,000 
spent for that purpose. 

Mr. Mann. When will that breakwater be completed? 

Mr. Stafford. You remember that there was a project authorized 
in the last river and harbor bill extending it 1,000 feet. The con- 
tract has been let, but will not be completed for at least one year. 
They are at work on it; it may be completed during the present 
season of navigation. 

Mr. Mann. We abandoned the Betsy light? 

Mr. Stafford. No; the North Point fight, which is at present 
being maintained from contributions by the various maritime inter- 
ests in Milwaukee, voluntarily maintained by them, until some 
substituted light can be put in its place. 

Mr. Mann. I suppose they thought it was easier to maintain the 
light keeper in that way. 

Mr. Stafford. I wish to take exception to that. The light keeper 
is removed from the premises, and there is an employee of the Gov- 
ernment who is being authorized to use the premises rent free if he 
will maintain the light in condition. 

Mr. Mann. Who is this employee of the Government ? 

Mr. Stafford. I can not give you his name. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADDITIONAL AIDS TO NAVIGATION. 47 

Mr. Mann. He is an employee of what department ? 

Mr. Stafford. Of the Light-Housp Board of the Engineer Corps. 

Mr. Mann. Is the Light-House Board now maintaining that light? 

Mr. Stafford. No; the expense of its maintenance, providing for 
the fuel, or whatever other material is necessary, is borne by the Pere 
Marquette Transportation Company and some^ other steamship com- 
panies. 

Mr. Mann. But that exi>ense is nominal ; the Government is paying 
the man ; it is maintaining the light. 

Mr. Stafford. Xo ; the Government is not pajdng the man. 

Mr. Mann. AVho is paying him ? 

Mr. Stafford. The Government is only authorizing a subordinate 
in the office of the engineer to occupy those premises in the evening 
in consideration that he keeps these lights in order. 

Mr. Mann. Keep them in the evening? 

Mr. Stafford. Yes, sir ; when the light is necessary. 

Mr. Mann. He lives at the premises ? 

Mr. Stafford. He lives at the premises, and in consideration of 
his keeping the light burning and keeping it in order he is granted 
the use of the premises, and he works at a regular salary dunng the 
day. 

Mr. Mann. He must work tw^enty-four hours in a day. 

Mr. Stafford. I do not know whether his wife or who it may be 
does the service during the night. 

Mr. Mann. The Government, then, has reallv no control over the 
light? 

Mr. Stafford. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. The Government is hiring the man and he probably' 
does not do anything else, contrary to law. Mr. Esch and I had the 
pleasure of making a personal inspection and observation of the neces- 
sity or nonnecessity of this light-ship. 

Mr. Stafford. I merely wish to direct attention to that portion of 
the communication w^hich has been sent to the committee, ia which 
Secretary Straus says that this project stands No. 1 in the order of 
importance in the aids in the light-house district. In the letter ad- 
dressed to this committee December 21, 1907, in the last paragraph, 
within six lines of the close, the beginning oi the last paragraph, he 
uses this language : 

This Department would further state that the matter stands Xo. 1. 

Mr. Mann. You owe that to Mr. Esch and myself. 

Mr. Stafford. Attention is called to numerous strandings that* 
have occurred involving damage to the extent of $280,000 in two 
years' time. In addition to that, there was a stranding causing much 
damage, last November, which is not included, by reason of their not 
having a sufficient aid to navigation at this point. 

Mr. Mann. As I understand, the proposition is to put this light 
vessel out about 4 miles from Milwaukee Harbor. 

Mr. Esch. Practically in line with North Point and Bet^ Point. 

Mr. Mann. A little further out, so that vessels coming aown from 
the north bound for Milwaukee Harbor can steer straight for the 
line and then turn right in front of the entrance of the harbor, 
whereas now it is impossible for a vessel coming down from the north 
to pick up the Milwaukee light. 
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Mr. Stafford. They have no light except that North Point light, 
and that is confused by reason -of the city lights. That is the cause 
of the strandings on North Point shoals, and has caused so much 
damage. 

Mr. Mann. I think it might be advisable to know whether we could 
divert $45,000 out of the appropriation for the other lights; this 
would only take $30,000 more. 

Mr. Stafford. That was the argument advanced by Major Judson 
in conversation with me. 

Mr. Mann. I have a little distrust of Major Judson, in one respect, 
because when he wanted the other light at Milwaukee he said that if 
that was put there they could promptly abandon North Point light, 
and now — and contrary to law— he still maintains it at Government 
expense, practically. 

Mr. Stafford. I question whether it is at any Government expense 
at all. 

Mr. Mann. But he has changed his opinion about it. 

Mr. Stafford. There are a few other projects which I want merely 
to advert to casually, which have been called to my attention by a 
committee of mariners in a communication addressed to the president 
of the steamship companies, about four bills for aids to navigation 
which I was more or less sponsor for, not having introduced them, 
but which have been introduced in the names of the members from 
the districts where the places are where the aids are to be established. 
There is one for the erection of a fog signal at Grand Point au Sable, 
Michigan, on Lake Michigan, providing for an expenditure of some 
$11,000, introduced by Mr. McLachlan, of Michigan — House bill 
15936. It has been represented to me that there is urgent need of 
the fog-signal station there for the vessels coming up the lakes to 
have some guide in bad weather so that they will not go too near 
the shore and be stranded. It had the recommendation of this board 
of captains, masters of the vessels of the Pittsburg Steamship Com- 
pany. • Also, I wish to speak as to the bill providing for a light-ship 
off the northeast shoal of North Manitou Island. 

Mr. Mann. That is down the east course? 

Mr. Stafford. Yes. 

Mr. Mann. Point au Sable is on the west course? 

Mr. Stafford. No; that is virtually the same, the east course, too. 
There is a light there [indicating on map] and they were to have a 
fog signal therei Commander Orchard especially recommends that 
signal station. Also the establishment of this light, especially on the 
southeast there near the Manitou Island, which is represented there 
as a very narrow passageway, and it is very difficult for vessels to 
grope their way in bad weather. 

There are two other bills, both introduced by Congressman Young, 
more or less at my suggestion, H. E. 15941 and H. R. 15942, one pro- 
viding for a permanent light and fog sigiial on Lansing shoal at 
an expense of $250,000. At the present time there is a light-ship 
maintained there, but ttiat light-ship has to be abandoned before the 
close of navigation because of freezing weather, and it can not take 
its position early enough because of the clearing of the ice. The 
other bill provides for the establishment of an acetylene buoy with a 
fog-signal attachment near Garden Island shoal, in Lake Michigan, 
but that only involves an expenditure of $7,000. 
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Mr. Maxn. Fifteen thousand dollars; the bill provides for $7,000, 
but the recommendation is $15,000. 

Mr, Stafford. At present there is a Pintsch light there, but that 
can only be seen for a very short distance, and it is represented there 
are considerable steamers taking that course going to Escanaba 
and those points, and there should be an acetylene-gas buoy there. 
These last four bills I merely present to the committee more or less 
at the instance of this board of mariners who have made the repre- 
sentations to the president and general manager of the Pittsburg 
Steamboat Company. 

Mr. Mann. Suppose this subcommittee could see its way clear to 
establish only one aid; which, in your judgment, is the most im- 
portant ? 

Mr. Stafford. I should certainly surrender my opinion to that 
of the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, in which he states that the 
most important one is that in the Milwaukee Harbor entrance. 

Mr. Mann. If that is the most important and that has been with- 
out this aid to navigation now for half a century, doing a large 
amount of buginess, how important do you regard these others ? 

Mr. Stafford. I have no personal knowledge of the other projects, 
and only felt impelled to bring them to the attention of the com- 
mittee because I had prepared the various measures and the repre- 
sentatives introduced them at my suggestion, the projects being 
called to my attention by this committee, as they thought that all the 
maritime interests in Milwaukee, as well as in Chicago, would be 'in- 
terested. 

(Thereupon at 1.30 o'clock p. m. the committee took a recess until 
3 o'clock p. m.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to the taking of recess, at 3 o'clock 
p. m., Hon. James E. Mann (chairman) in the chair. 

STATEMENT OF HON. ALEXANDER W. GBEOG. A REPRESENTA- 
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF TEXAS. 

Mr. Mann. What you want to be heard on is in reference to the 
light-house station at San Jacinto at Galveston, Tex. 

Mr. Gregg. All I know about the matter is that the board of trade 
Jiave written me calling my attention to the fact that the Light-House 
Board has recommended this in the last three annual reports, two 
that I know of, and that.it is needed there. That is all I know about 
it, to tell the truth. 

Mr. Mann. They formerly recommended, in five annual reports, 
the eir^tablishment of a covered buoy station at, a cost of $18,000. In 
the annual report last year they recommended an uncovered buoy 
station at a cost of $5,000, and last August the engineer and inspector 
joined in a recommendation of a covered station at a cost of $18,000. 
I suppose, if we provide $18,000, next year they will come and say 
they can not build one for less than $30,000. That is the way they 
usually do. 

37878—08 4 
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Mr. Gregg. The only thing I know is that the board of trade has 
called mv attention to the need of it and has asked me to introduce 
the bill.*^ 

Mr. Mann. We will take the matter up with the Light-House 
Board very fully. 

Mr. Gregg. Of course, if it is needed, I would like to have it, and 
they would not tell me it was needed if it was not. 

S. 5594 and H. R. 17508. 

STATEMENT OF HON. WILUAH ALDEN SMITH, A SENATOR EBOM 
THE STATE OF MICHIGAN. 

Mr, Mann. You wish to be heard in respect to a light on Michigan 
Island? 

Senator Smith. I do not care to be heard except to call your atten- 
tion to the letter of the president of the Lake Carriers' Association 
to me, and perhaps you would just as soon go over it now. 

Based upon my conversation with him and the other members of 
the Lake Carriers' Association, and the necessities which he sets 
forth, I introduced the bill and secured its passage, and probably 
your committee may see fit to favorably recommend it. 

Mr. EscH. Do you know the tonnage at Ashland — ^the outgoing 
tonnage ? 

Senator Smith. No; but I know it is increasing very largely. My 
attention has been called to the figures, but I did not retain them. 

Mr. EsoH. I know the ore shipments are very considerable. 

Senator Smith. Very. 

Mr. Mann, I suppose you know that Mr. Livin^ton was before 
our committee last year on this identical proposition, and that he 
recommends and has recommended a great many different aids to 
navigation which are exceedingly urgent, and it is not possible for 
us to provide all of them at one time. 

Senator Smith. I think I would pick out the high points and the 
ones that are really necessary, and I have no doubt but what you will 
really do that. I am interested because they interested me in the 
importance of the point, and I do not want any responsibility for 
failure to safely navigate that section to fall on me. 

H. B. 11824^. A BILL TO PROVIDE A LIGHT-HOUSE DEPOT AT HONG- 
LTJLTJ, IN THE TERRITORY OF HAWAII. 

Mr. Mann. Mr. Delegate, you have a great many bills here, one 
for a light-house depot at Honolulu — a new building for the light- 
house depot, $40,000. 

Mr. KIalanianaole. I suppose the need of it is given out by the 
Light-House Board. I could not say myself, personally, as to why 
they need it, excepting to take it from the point of view of the new 
light-houses that are going up around Honolulu. 

Mr. Mann. The Board reports that it stands No. 2 in the new aids 
to navigation in the Territorj'^ of Hawaii. 
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Mr. Kalanianaole. At the present time, of course, they have no 
depot there at all ; they have a station, which is only a shed divided up 
into two or three different rooms. 

Mr. Mann. They have a depot there now? 

Mr. Kalanianaole. If you call it a depot; it is scattered on three 
wharves. 

Mr. Mann. All they propose to do is to build a new building there, 
I suppose? 

Mr. McClellan. I think, Mr. Chairman, there is enough land 
there they can build on. 

Mr. Mann. Thev will build on the naval reserve there, will they 
not? 

Mr. McClellan. I suppose so. At the present time their stuff 
is in three places, part thrown on the naval wharf and part on the 
quarantine wharf. 

Mr. Mann. There are three places: where are they? The Light- 
House Board repoi-ted that they had their buoys, buoy chains, and so 
forth, stored in one of the naval wharves. TVTiere are the other two ; 
what are they? 

Mr. McClellan. What they are speaking about there, which they 
have dignified by the name of a warehouse in their report, is one 
corner of a coal shed of the naval storehouse there. The Govern- 
ment has great sheds there for coal. 

Mr. Mann. I do not see but that one corner of a coal shed is just 
as good for the storage of buoys and chains. Usually in the Chicago 
territory they store them outdoors. Do you know where the engi- 
neer's depot is there? 

Mr. McClellan. The engineer, I think, as I understand the 
arrangement with the Light-House Board, does not pay anything for 
the quarters of the engineer. They have quite an extensive office 
there in the Kansas building. 

Mr. Mann. I am not talking about tjie offices; I am talking about 
the supplies. 

Mr. McClellan. I thought you said the engineer's office. T think 
that those engineer's supplies, Mr. Chairman, are in this naval wharf 
shed. 

Mr. Mann. You spoke about three places. Do you know three 
places where these objects are ? 

Mr. McClellan. I do not know what the distribution is. I know 
they have stuff in three places. 

Mr. Mann. All on the naval wharf? 

Mr. McClellan. No: one of the wharves is a territorial wharf. 

Mr. Stevens. I went with Captain Lockwood out on the terri- 
torial wharf. 

Mr. Mann. I thought the engineer had stuff stored in one place 
and the inspector in another. 

Mr. McClellan. I do not know what the distribution is. There 
are three places there where the stuff is placed at the present time. 
Last year your committee very properly provided for a light-house 
tender and I would suppose that perhaps with the progress of time 
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they will accumulate larger stores there, and probably that need is 
greater now than it was in the past. Two years, I think — some two 
or three years — they have recommended this storehouse. 

Mr. Mann. What is the most important thing now — the additional 
authorization for the rear range light at Honolulu? 

Mr. McClellan. I think that is the most important thing. 

Mr. Kalanianaole. I think they are all important in their own 
way. 

Mr. Stevens. That is necessary because the money that is already 
provided can not be used unless that is increased. 

Mr. Mann. Does that settlement, which was made in the confer- 
ence between the governor and the Light-House Board in August 
last, meet your approval ? 

Mr. Stevens. Yes; that is the one Colonel Hepburn and I looked 
over and we agreed that this change should be made. 

Mr. Mann. So as to locate the rear range tower in another place. 
You approve of the place where they now propose to put it; that takes 
$10,000 additional. 

Mr. Stevens. Yes. 

Mr. Mann. That is, more than the $40,000 we have already pro- 
vided. 

Mr. McClellan. Forty thousand dollars was chiefly for the outer 
light; there was only $10,000 for this rear range light. 

Mr. Mann. We appropriated $40,000 for the rear range light. 

Mr. McClellan. Front and rear — ^$30,000 for the front light and 
$10,000 for the rear. 

Mr. Mann. Then the fact is this takes $10,000 more than tKe 
$4(),000 already appropriated. 

Mr. Stevens. Yes: that is necessary. 

Mr, Mann. How about the light on Kauai Island? 

Mr. McCi^llan. Yes: that is the light on Kalihi\yai Point. 

Mr. Mann. That is not tlie first light for the vessels from the 
west, is it? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes; that is the first light; that is the landfall 
light from the Orient, Mr. Chairman. The Board recommended for 
two years the placing of a light here on Mana Point on the west. 

Mr. Mann. Where is Mana Point? 

Mr. McClellan. On the extreme west. 

Mr. Mann. And where is Kalihiwai? 

Mr. McClellan. Here on the north. This map does not give it, 
but it is this northern extremity. The proposition is this, that a 
great many, the majority, of the vessels, instead of going down 
through channel, they come over here [indicating on map]. 

Mr. Mann. On the north of those islands. 

Mr. Stevens. This light that you are discussing is not for local 
traffic? 

Mr. McClellan. No; the local traffic, I suppose, will make some 
^se of it. . 

Mr. Mann. We have provided for a light on Molokai for the ves- 
sels coming from San Francisco. 

Mr. McClellan. Yes. 
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Mr. Mann. Now, you want to provide a light for the vessels com- 
ing from the Orient? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes. 

Mr. Mann. What light do they now pick up first coming from the 
Orient ? 

Mr. McClellan. There is practically no light; there is a little bit 
of a light there [indicating on map]. 

Mr. Mann. There is some light they pick up first ? 

Mr. McClellan. That is the first light. 

Mr. Mann. The first light they pick up is practicallv at Honolulu? 

Mr. McClellan. Barbers Point is about 20 miles from Honolulu. 

Mr. Mann. The southwest corner of Oahu Island, is it not? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. They run by Kauai Island without picking up a light? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Until they come to that channel at Niihau? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes. 

Mr. Mann. As a matter of fact they mostly go to the north? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes; they mostly go to the north. 

Mr. Mann. Is that not because it is a little dangerous to run 
through that channel? 

Mr. McClell^vn. I started to say that the difficulty here is that 
this land is low. You will recall, Mr. Stevens, that on that northern 
end of Mana Point there is a long stretch of lowland, though, as I 
understand, the light there, practically down to sea level, would not 
have anything like the visibility that this light up here would, which 
stands up on a promontory. That would be veir conspicuous. This 
light here would serve also sailing vessels working down from the 
coast. Of course, with the changing of winds from time to time, 
sailing vessels make the island from all sorts of places. 

Mr. Mann. What did we provide for the light station of Molokai 
last year? 

Mr. Stevens. Sixty thousand doUara. 

Mr. Mann. How far along have they gotten with that? 

Mr. McClellan. They are only at the point of locating it. 

Mr. Mann. They do not know what it is going to cost, then? 

Mr. McClellan. No; I do not think they could at this time ffive 
you any definite information as to the exact amount. I see mey 
have raised their estimate form $60,000 to $75,000. . 

Mr. Mann. For which one? 

Mr. McClellan. They are asking $75,000 for this Halawa Point. 

Mr. Stevens. That is what they told me when I was out there. 

Mr. McClellan. The Board has recommended also that they 
should put a first-class light at Kumukahi Point, on Hawaii. The 
Delegate has not introduced a bill for that, because he did not want 
you to feel that he was asking anything unreasonable. We have, of 
course, a great many lights to be provided for, and we would be glad 
to have them provided as rapidly as possible. If you could see your 
way clear to provide for a light on Hawaii there, of course it would 
be very acceptable. As between the two, the Kauai light is mor^ 
important. 
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Mr. Mann. Where is the light you desire? 

Mr. McClellan. The site recommended by the Board is Kumukahi 
Point, here. 

Mr. Stevens. Is that solely for the lolo business? 

Mr. McClellan. No ; it is not ; it is for the benefit of all sailing 
vessels coming from around Cape Horn, and that will continue to be, 
to some extent, for the benefit of all sailing vessels coming through 
the canal after the canal is completed. 

Mr. Stevens. Would it not be for steamers going to Tehuantepec? 

Mr. McClellan. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. What commerce comes here from the east? 

Mr. Kalanianaole. Very little commerce here. 

Mr. Mann. I mean what commerce into Hilo? 

Mr. McClellan. There are three sailing vessels and one steamer 
that come here regularly. There is regularly one steamer from San 
Francisco. 

Mr. Mann. How often does that run? 

Mr. McCi^llan. Once a month. 

Mr. Mann. They could afford a light thefe at night in preference 
to keeping a light for that all the time. What sailing do you have 
coming from our coast? 

Mr. McClellan. There is a line of sailing vessels coming there 
directly. Their commerce last year — the tonnage — was 150,000 tons 
out-bound of freight. 

Mr. Mann. Out of Hilo, going where? 

Mr. McClellan. Going directly to the coast. 

Mr. Mann. Where on the coast? 

Mr. McClellan. Probably all to San Francisco. 

Mr. Mann. Where do the vessels go to that carry the freight now 
that goes over the Tehuantepec route? 

Mr. McClellan. Those vessels sail from almost any of the main 
ports, wherever the load is finished. A vessel will come in and put 
half her load on in one place and finish up at another ; wherever she 
finishes she puts forth from there. 

Mr. Mann. What sailing vessels go around the Horn bound for 
Hawaii ? 

Mr. McClellan. The Sewall ships still go around. There are less 
in number of those Horn sailing tessels since the Tehuantepec route 
was established. 

Mr. Mann. Will they not be fewer and fewer as far as the sailing 
vessels are concerned? 

Mr. McClellan. That seems to be the tendency. 

Mr. Mann. Is there any great demand for a light here for the 
benefit of some vessels coming across from our coast ? 

Mr. McClellan. They have no landfall light; they have to work 
in here. 

Mr. Mann. There is no light at Hilo at all? 

Mr. McClellan. There are small lights there, but nothing of con- 
sequence. 

Mr. Mann. They could easily pick up this in the daytime — ^this 
island ? 
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Mr. McCiJ5LLAN. Yes. 

Mr. Stevens. That is not a foggy country, is it, in southeast 
Hawaii ? 

Mr. McClellan. No. 

Mr. Mann. There is a great deal of rainfall? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes; k averages about 160 inches a year. You 
see, the clouds all bankup here against these two mountains, 3 miles 
high. 

Mr. Mann. Can they not see those clouds a long distance away? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes, if they can distinguish them. They are not 
able to distinguish them always from an ordinary cloud bank. How- 
ever, this need here is not nearly as important as the need here, be- 
cause the volume of commerce is very differejit. 

Mr. Mann. How about the uiterisland lights? How fast are they 
taking them over? 

Mr. McClellan. They are taking over 8 or 10 of them a year. 
There are about 25 of those island lights still maintained by the 
Interisland Company. 

Mr. Mann. How much are they needed? They are maintained by 
the Interisland Company. What other use is made of them except 
by the Interisland Company? 

Mr. McClellan. In, most cases they have almost the exclusive 
benefit. 

Mr. Mann. Is there any otjier commerce there? 

Mr. McClellan. There are little schooners — sailing schooners — 
that go about. 

Mr. Mann. The Interisland Company — ^they do not maintain their 
lights all the time, do they? 

Mr. McClellan. They practically do. There may be certain ports 
where the vessels are coming in at stated intervals. Of course, oeing 
maintained at their own expense, they do not feel that they have to 
keep them up. 

Mr. Mann. Not at all. I was wondering whether there was suffi- 
cient reason for the General Government taking them all over now. 

Mr. McClellan. I would think that there were some cases, possi- 
bly, where the company might fairly look after them themselves, 
but in most cases I would think they would be a fair charge on the 
Government for the commerce. 

Mr. Mann. Do you know how many buoys we have down there? 

Mr. McClellan. One whistling buoy, 2 bell buoys, and 22 ordinary 
buoys. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, when we get the new tender those will be 
kept in very good shape. 

Mr. McClellan. Yes. 

Mr. Mann. I supjSose when we get the new tender there is no 
reason why we should not maintain all those lights that are really 
aids to navigation? 

Mr. McClellan. I would think so — ^that with the aid of the tender 
that could be done. 

Mr. Mann. You do not know when the tender is going out? 
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Mr. McClellax. They have not set any date for it, but I think 
the latter part of the year. 

Mr. Manx. They just passed an appropriation here the other day 
making available the money to get those tenders out there. 

Mr. ilcCLELLAx. I would suppose that with the coming of that 
tender that there would be a particular reason why the light -house 
depot should be constructed, so as to have your materials there all in 
workable shape. They certainly have worked under great disadvan- 
tage by having their materials scattered about as they have been. 

Mr. Mann. What great diflPerence is there whether the materials 
are scattered about or not? They are safe, are they not? 

Mr. McClellan. They are getting along as long as they are al- 
lowed to use those places. 

Mr. Srm'ENs. Where does the Government own land for a new 
light-house depot ? 

Mr. McCiiELLAN. I have always supposed that they could be per- 
mitted to put up their building on some part of the naval reserva- 
tion, as the Immigration Board were permitted to do. Their immi- 
gratiiHi station, you see^ down there is on the naval reservation, and 
there is plenty of room there. 

Mr. Stevens. Is there room for new wharfage or accommodations 
over toward Tahiti? 

Mr. McClellan. No; the wharfage space is all preempted. The 
harbor is practically all taken up. The Government now is negoti- 
ating for taking over that channel wharf, and if that were done I 
imagine that that would perhaps be available for working head- 
quarter^ and the light-house tender. But, you see, after the naval 
station is moved, as we hope it is going to be, now, in the course of 
a reasonable length of time, you will have those present naval 
wharves left there. 

Mr. Stevens. Would it not be wise to wait until you see what 
happens to that Pearl Harbor project? If that goes on, the Navy 
will not need all those accommodations in Honolulu Harbor. 

Mr. McClellan. I understand that that is not for a wharf, but 
for the buildings. 

Mr. Stevens. The Navy has many buildings, and if they do not 
need them, the Light-House Establishment can have them. 

Mr. McClellan. The only buildings the Navy has there are those 
coal sheds. They have nothing there except the commandant's 
wooden cottage. 

Mr. Stevens. Is there not a large wooden storehouse out on the 
landing near the commandant's headquarters? 

Mr. McClellan. Nothing but a wooden coal shed. 

Mr. Stevens. I thought there was quite a large building. 

Mr. Mann. Certainly $40,000 would build a great deal mo.re than 
an ordinary building. 

Mr. Kalanianaole. I should think it would be wise to wait and 
see what they were going to do about that Pearl Harbor project. 

Mr. Stevens. And another thing, you can not tell just exactly 
where a building should be placed. If the Pearl Harbor plan goes 
through the Navy will not need that. 
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Mr. McClbllan. Of course it will be some time before the Navy 
will move to Pearl Harbor. I suppose it will take them three or four 
yeai's. 

Mr. Stevens. Even conceding that, you would not want to put 
tip a $40,000 building that would not be of any use in a few years ? 

Mr. McClellan. No; if you could not locate the building 
properly, I think it would be worth while to wait, but with the 
amount of open space around the naval station, I do not see why 
it could not be provided. 

Mr. Mann. Which would you think the most important, if you 
could only have one, to provide the depot or the light-house at 
Kalihiwai Point? 

Mr. McClellan. The .light-house at Kalihiwai Point. 

Mr. Mann. Is there a demand for that from the shipping interests? 

Mr. McClellan. From the foreign shipping and from the other 
shipping. The other people have been talkmg about that for years; 
they have not said so much about it, because Mana Point light was 
the great crying need, but the captains of the vessels and the ship 
companies have often made complaint to us about it, and we have 
heard them mention it. 

Mr. Mann. Can you give us any idea about how many ships 
touch at Honolulu during" the course of the year, through ships ? 

Mr. McCusllan. The tonnage of deep-water shipping runs about 
3,000,000 tons a year. That does not mean entry and departure, 
but entry. 

Mr. SiT.vENS. You have the Japanese line and the English line, 
ftnd have you any German ships ? 

Mr. McClellan. Only occasional ships. 

Mr. Stevens. No regular German line? 

Mr. McCleli.an. No. 

Mr. Stevens. And then the Pacific Mail? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes. There are a great many tramp steamers 
which come along, and of course the army transport line; they are 
in the same beat. 

Mr. Mann. How many lines are there regularly that come from 
the west? 

Mr. McClellan. Three regular lines. 

Mr. Mann. Which are those? 

Mr. McClellan. The Pacific Mail, the Japanese line, and the 
Occidental and Oriental. 

Mr. Mann. How often do they run? 

Mr. McClellan. Sometimes we think they do not run regularly. 
I would say, roughly, a steamer every ten days. 

Mr. Mann. Ten days to two weeks, coming from the west? 

Mr. McClellan. Yes. 

Mr. Steaens. Where does the British line — ^the Vancouver line — 
run ? 

Mr. McCleli.an. They approach Honolulu from the southwest. 

Mr. Stevens. From Australia? 

Mr. McCtjsllan. And this light ir^nld not concern the Canadian- 
Australian line, because they come down through the other channel. 
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Mr. Stevens. Does not the Oriental and Occidental Line also come 
in from the southwest? 

Mr. McClellan. No; they come from Yokohama direct. 

Mr. Mann. Do you know anything about the shipping that comes 
from the west, as to whether they stop, any of them, at the Midway 
Islands? I mean whether they pick up the Midway Islands at all; 
I do not mean stop ; but do they pick up the Midway Islands ? 

Mr. McClellan. They occasionally speak them. I notice occa- 
sionally in the papers that they will speali of having sighted the Mid- 
way Islands, but that is not their regular run. Ordinarily they 
would not sight the Midway. 

Mr. Stevens. The afternoon that we went down to that cable 
steamer the captain told us that the reason they had trouble with 
their cable there was because there was no* communication between 
Honolulu and the Midway Islands for three or four weeks at a time, 
so I presume that they do not. 

Mr. Mann. The reason I asked was, we have propositions presented 
to us to establish an expensive light-house service on the Midway 
Islands. I wondered whether if was exclusively for the benefit of 
one cable ship or whether there was any commerce that would pick 
up the light there. > 

Mr. McClellan. I do not know ©f any regular commerce. 

Mr. Stevens. The Tefu people did not say anything about it when 
we were over there. 

Mr. McClellan. That is outside my bailiwick, and I could not be 
authority for any shipping. 

(Thereupon, at 4 o'clock p. m. the subcommittee adjourned until 
Thursday, April 2, 1908, at 10 o'clock a. m.) 



Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 

Thursday, April 2, 1908. 
-The Subcommittee on Light-Houses met at 10.30 a. m. for the pur- 
pose of the consideration of certain bills relating to light-houses, Hon. 
James R. Mann presiding. 

light-houses. 

STATEMENT OF MB. E. B. SHABWOOD, SECBETABY OF THE 
PHILADELPHIA MABITIME EXCHANGE. 

Mr. Mann. I believe there are some gentlemen here to-day from 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. Sharwood. I would like to be heard for a shor^time in connec- 
tion with the bill H. R. 16989. 

Mr. Mann. That is the Bingham bill. 

Mr. Sharwood. Yes, sir. By way of preface, I will state that the 
Maritime Exchange of Philadelphia is a corporation organized for 
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the advancement of the commercial interests of the port of Phila- 
delphia, and of course the matter of navigation largely affects the 
business community. At the request of General Bingham we pre- 
pared this bill and we have based the figures on the annual report of 
the Light-House Board and its estimate. 

The first item in the bill is for the improvement to the buoy depot 
at Edgemore. This depot is the headquarters for a district which 
extends over four States, Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey, and 
Virginia. The wharves at the present Edgemore depot are not suffi- 
cient in capacity to accommodate the tenders and light-ships of the 
district, nor is it supposed that one wharf will be sufficient for the 
conduct of the business at that point. Section 1 provides for addi- 
tional land for a much-needed extension of the light-house depot, and 
for the removal and reconstruction of the bulkheads and wharves, and 
to carry on the necessary work. This item amounts to $41,000. We 
can explain the figures. 

Mr. Mann. Do you have any special knowledge in reference to 
this yourself? 

Mr. Sharwood. Yes, sir; I have taken pictures of it and have gone 
into the matter. I can see how it aids navigation to have light-house 
depots. Without them it is almost impossible to carry on the business. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, everyone knows that. Any information that 
we may need from the Light-House Board we can obtain it from the 
officers of that Board. 

Mr. Sharwood. I explained that we represent the commercial in- 
terests of the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Mann. If you have any special information that you can give 
us about this, we would be very glad to have it. Information obtained 
from the Light-House Board would not help us much, because we 
have that already. 

Mr. Sharwood. This is simply an argument in favor of it. 

Mr. Mann. Do you regard this as the most important thing in that 
district ? 

Mr. Sharwood. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Is it more important than any of these things? 

Mr. Sharwood. Yes, sir ; it is the most important thing at the pres- 
ent time. 

Mr. Mann. Are you satisfied with the location of this depot? 

Mr. Sharwood. I think its location is very satisfactory. 

Mr. Mann. You want two keepers' dwellings over there? 

Mr. Sharwood. That is a subject about which I do not think I am 
entirely competent to speak. 

Mr. Mann. Then we will not ask you anything about it. 

Mr. Sharwood. They are not keepers' dwellings. They are cus- 
todians' dwellings. That property is left without a caretaker at 
night and on holidays, and some one should be there. 

Mr. MkNN. Do you not think it is a matter of great neglect that 
men at these light-houses go away and stay during holiday^s ? 

Mr. Sharwood. I am not in a position to criticise the Light-House 
Board. 
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Mr. Mann. We do not want to criticise anyone. 

Mr. Sharwood. The gentlemen of the Light-House Board ought to 
know their business, ft stands to reason that it should be guarded 
day and night. 

Section 3 provides for the erection of oil houses. We are of the 
opinion that oil should not be stored in the general warehouse of the 
depot where there is rope and things of that kind. We should have a 
separate oil house erected. At the present time there are 10,000 gab- 
ions of oil stored among rope, buoys, and things of that kind. 

Mr. Mann. If that is true it is very negligent, but I do not think 
it is the case. 

Mr. Sharwood. We have a photograph here showing the oil stored. 
It is all in the same building. 

Mr. Mann. In the same building? 

Mr. Sharwood. Yes; it is a wooden building. It is right on the 
second floor and the oil is stored in the lower part. I have here a 
photograph of the depot as it af)pears. I would like to present this 
picture to you. I have had them fastened together so that you can see 
what they look like. 

Commander Helm. The mud comes out from the inside and fills 
this up, so that a tender can not get close enough to get her ^m- 
inside. 

Mr. Mann. How does this mud get in there? 

Commander Helm, It comes out of the river. It comes round the 
dock and fills in. 

Mr. Mann. That must be a very poor location for a light-house 
depot. 

Mr. EscH. How much is the tide there ? 

Commander Helm. The rising tide is 6 feet. 

Mr. Mann. How often does it need dredging? 

Commander Helm. I do not know. I kiiow that it is filled up at 
the present time. I went up there and looked at that. 

Mr. Mann. How can that filling in be prevented ? 

Commander Helm. If we would remove that wharf so that a vessel 
could have enough room it would be better. A vessel should have a 
clear berth there. 

Mr. Mann. What occasions that mud there? 

Commander Helm. It is caused by the settling of the water. 

Mr. Mann. You are not fi:oing to have the water cleansed? 

Commander Helm. It is like everything else. There is nothing 
to do but to get it out. 

Mr. Mann. How many times has that been done? 

Commander Helm. We would dredge it out in the spring if we had 
the money, and we would move the wharf so as to make a clear place 
to put in vessels. 

Mr. Mann. Do you think it is a desirable place to have a light- 
house if it must be dredged out? 

Commander Helm. That must be done anyway. Owing to the 
amount of commerce carried on there, it must oe dredged out all the 
time. 
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Mr. Manx. I do not know of any place where that is done where 
they have no current. 

Commander HEiiM. We usually have a current. 

Mr. Mann. I did not think so. 

Mr. Sharwood. Wherever there is a rise and a fall there is a 
current. 

Mr. Mann. This is not in the Delaware River. 

Mr. Shakwood. Yes ; it is in the Delaware River. 

Commander Helm. There is an eddy there which deposits mud. 

Mr. Shakwood. Section 4 refers to the removal of the lights. It 
is made necessary by a change in the channel of the Delaware River. 
The engineer made that change in making improvement in the 
channel. 

Section 5 provides for an increase in thie limit of cost, which 
can be explained by the officers of the Light-House Board. 

Section 6 provides for temporary light at Goose Island Flats, 
$16,000. Some years ago an estimate of $85,000 was made and 
$40,000 was appropriated for the construction of a permanent pier 
at Newcastle, Del. After a conference of all of the parties interested, 
together with the engineers, who stated where the lights could con- 
veniently be placed, it was decided finally to ask for so much as might 
be necessary for a temporary light. 

Mr. Mann. Where is that light? 

Mr. Sharwood. It is at Goose Island Flats. That is section 6 of 
the Bingham bill. 

Mr. Mann. Do you feel pretty confident this time that that is what 
you want? We have had at different times six or seven different 
propositions from chambers of commerce and others about this light. 

Mr. Sharwood. We have been in the hands of the Government 
engineers who had charge of the improvement of the river. 

Mr, Mann. I appreciate the difficulty you have had in determin- 
ing what to do. 

Mr. Sharwood. It is almost impossible to determine it. 

Mr. Mann. We have had halt a dozen different bills relating Uj 
Goose Island Flats, and we have had three different recommendations 
from the Lighl-House Board within three months' time, and I ap- 
prehend that each one perhaps may be a little wiser than the preced- 
ing one. We have provided this light with an appropriation of 
$85,000, and we have appropriated ^:0,000. That was done after 
most thorough consideration of the subject on the part of the Ligh1>- 
House Board and the chamber of commerce. 

Mr. Sharwood. I think that arrangement would be satisfactory. 

Mr. Mann. We have also heard from the marine interest. Do 
you think that if we make this change now that it will last any 
length of time? 

Mr. Sharwood. I think it would last for a long time. It may be 
that a permanent light will not be necessary. 

Mr. Mann. When did they change their opinion about it? 

Mr. Sharwood. After this conference. 

Mr. Mann. Conference with whom? 
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Mr. Sharwood. With the United States engineers and with the 
general Light-House Board, or the local representatives of the 
Light-House Board who were present. Among those present were 
the merchants, pilots, and others interested in the commerce of the 
Delaware Kiver. 

Mr. Mann. They had just reported shortly before that asking 
for an appropriation of $45,000 to carry out the original project. 

Commander Helm. We did not know anything about the change 
in the project. The Light-House Board had nothing to do with it. 
They want authority to use the present appropriation which has 
been requested in the urgency deficiency bill. 

Mr. Sharwood. Only a part of the channel has shifted. 

Mr. Mann. Have you now changed the channel? 

Mr. Sharwood. A recent act of Congress, the river and harbor 
bill, provided for the widening of channels, among them the Dela- 
ware channel. They provided for quite extensive widening of the 
channels. If they built a light-house on the ocean now and under- 
took to light it it. would be right in the middle of the channel and 
would be aji obstruction to navigation. 

Mr. Mann. Will you be satisfied if we provide for the repeal of 
the appropriation or $85,000 for lights and appropriate $15,000 for a 
temporary light? 

Mr. Sharwood. No, sir; I do not think that would be wise. We 
only ask for $15,000 for temporary light. 

Mr. Mann. You never could complete the other within the limit 
of the appropriation. If you do not need it, very well. 

Mr. Sharwood. That is a question for the engineers to answer. I 
think the temporary light asked for will be fully sufficient. 

Mr. Mann. Suppose we provide for a temporary light and repeal 
the other provision. 

Mr. Sharwood. That is in the hands of you gentlemen to say. I 
would rather that the engineers would be consulted. I am not in a 
position to answer that from an engineering standpoint. 

Mr. Mann. That is not a question of engineering. 

Mr. Sharwood. I think it is. . 

Mr. Mann. As to whether a temporary provision will be sufficient. 

Mr. Sharwood. It will be sufficient for a long time to come. 

Mr. Mann. Take the next item. 

Mr. Sharwood. Section 7 provides for an appropriation of $25,000 
to erect a new iron tower at Reedy li^ht station, which was the 
original place of the light station, but it has since been changed. 
This range light there is very important.' 

Mr. Mann. They reported that the Finns Point light could be 
abandoned and moved. What is the necessity of keeping it there? 

Mr. Sharwood. It was found that the range could not be seen. 
The Finns Point range reached out toward Reedy Island. The 
new Reedy Island range proposed to cover the same territory, but 
it was not able to do it. 

Mr. Mann. Has not an appropriation already been made for the 
Reedy Island range? 

Mr. Sharwood. Ninety thousand dollars was appropriated for 
three ranges some years ago. 
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Mr. Manx. When was that? 

Colonel Casey. The act was approved June 6, 1900. It was to 
cost $90,000. On March 3 an appropriation was made of $60,000 
and June 28, 1903, an appropriation was made of $30,000. The 
amount wanted now is $25,000. The reason for it is that all the 
work has been completed. The purchase of a new tower which 
Avill cost $19,500 becomes necessary. We also need $5,500 to com- 
plete the work due to an increase in prices. 

Mr. Mann. From what are you reading? 

Colonel Casey. I am reading from notes I have made. 

Mr. Sharwood. Section 8 limits the cost of building the shoals. 

Mr. Mann. Don't you think that that is a matter that ought to 
receive some attention? Did you say that you consider the light- 
house depot the most important? 

Mr. Sharwood. This bill was written with the understanding of 
all the parties in interest and we give them in the order of their 
importance. All these points to which you object will possibly be 
brought to your attention by the commercial interests of Philadel- 
phia. They are coextensive and coordinate with the improvements 
and developments of ocean commerce and are made necessary 
thereby. 

Mr. Mann. How much development has there been in the ocean 
commerce of Philadelphia within the last three years ? 

Mr. Sharwood. There has been quite a considerable change. 

Mr. Mann. You say there has been a change caused by the recent 
increase in commerce. How much increase? 

Mr. Sharwood. There has been an increase of 25 per cent to 50 per 
cent. 

Mr. Mann. And how much increase has there been in the draft of 
vessels in that time? 

Mr. Sharwood. They have been increasing from a draft of 25 feet 
up to almost 30 feet. 

Mr. Mann. Within the last three years? 

Mr. Sharwood. I think so. 

Mr. Mann. You had no vessels of that draft three years. ago? 

Mr. Sharwood. I am talking about the Delaware !ftiver. 

Mr. Mann. What we would like to know is what you think you 
can do there that will stay? We have been making appropriations 
for the Delaware River for several years, and I think we have hardly 
made one that has not been changed before the ink was dry on the 
appropriation act. 

Mr. Sharwood. All the harbors on the Atlantic, and probably on 
the Pacific seaboard, are continually asking to be helped in connec- 
tion with the deepening of water for navigation. 

Mr. Mann. I do not wish to criticise anybody, but we would like 
to be reasonably assured that if we provide a thing that it is going to 
-tay there. Your city is the only one that is urging these changes. 

Mr. Sharwood. Has not New York just procured a depth of 40 
feet? This change is due to the improvement of the Delaware 
River. 
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Mr. Mann. If you are clianging the Delaware River so rapidly, 
don't you think you had better wait until you can get something that 
is to be permanent ? 

Mr. SharwOod, In the meantime our commerce would go to rack 
and ruin. 

Mr. Mann. You have been getting along up to this time. 

Mr. Sharwood. I think that the rapid increase in marine improve- 
ment should urge us to keep up. 

Mr. Mann. In the case of New York we provided for practically 
complete plans for lighting the new entrance to the harbor. It will 
probably be changed only slightly. Your appropriation has not been 
spent, and yet you are asking for a change. Perhaps your plans, 
after they are finished, will need changing again. We were assured 
that you would have no difficulty after your plans were made. 

Mr. Sharwood. We find in the Delaware River that we have an 
appropriation that has not yet been touched. At Goose Island we 
want to institute a temporary light until the permanent one can be 
established. In a case of a great many of the appropriations it was 
found that the cost of construction had increased. We have not had 
enough appropriation to meet the increased expenses. 

Mr. Mann. Who estimates on the cost of construction? 

Mr. Sharwood. I should say it is the Light-House Board. I do 
not think we are asking for too much, but we would like to feel certain 
that when something is provided it will be in the nature of a perma- 
nent structure. 

Mr. Mann. Almost every item in this bill is to provide for some- 
thing that has already been authorized. 

Mr. Sharwood. It may be that the items have been mixed in some 
instances. I think that if you allow the items now in the bill it will 
be permanent. 

Mr. Mann. That may be. My idea is that the Delaware River is 
entitled to good lights. The gentlemen who have appeared before us 
have told us exactly the same thing that you are telling us. If it had 
been planned more satisfactorily it would have been permanent. Un- 
fortunately, the membership of the Light-House Board is continually 
subject to change and the views of the chamber of commerce some- 
times change. By the time we get ready to come in with a bill a 
proposition is macie to change it. Is there any way of ascertaining 
just what ought to be done? 

STATEMENT OF COMMANDER J. H. HELM, NAVAL SECEETAET OF 
THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD, AND COL. THOMAS L. CASEY, ENGI- 
NEER SECRETARY OF THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD. 

Mr. Mann. As we proceed, you can give us inforynation if you have 
it, and if you have not you can say so, in order that there will be no 
delay. 

Colonel Casey. I have here a series of notes made out in reference 
to various things, and I will read them when necessary. The first 
item is Clarks Ledge, at the entrance to St. Croix River, Maine. 

Mr. Mann. You ask for a light and fog-signal station, $50,000. Is 
that item absolutelv necessarv? 
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Commander Helm. It is the most important thing we ask for on the 
coast of Maine or Massachusetts, with the exception of the two tenders. 
This is quite an important point. There is a very considerable navi- 
gation there, and it is very desirable to have a light at that point. 

Mr. Mann. Of course it is in American waters? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. How far is it from the Canadian border, and what com- 
merce is there? 

Commander Helm. It concerns all the commerce that enters that 
river. It is a rough coast. 

Mr. Mann. How have you gotten along so far without it? 

Coiimiander Helm. Just as they do with everything else. They 
could get along without it, but if we are going to put a hght-house on 
the coast of Maine we think that that is the most important point on 
which to put it. 

Mr. Mann. Is there as much commerce there to-day as there was 
fifty years ago? 

Commander Helm. I do not know. 

Mr. Mann. Why does it cost $50,000? What kind of a light do 
you propose to put there? 

Commander Helm. We have the items of cost here, which I can 
read. 

Mr. Mann. Give it roughly. How much is it for foundation and 
how much for superstructure? 

Colonel Casey. It includes foundation, superstructure, and a fog 
bell. 

Mr. Mann. What does the ordinary light- house ' superstructure 
cost? 

Commander Helm. It varies greatly according to circumstances. 

Mr. Mann. Why should it vary so enormouslv? 

Commander Helm. It depends on the type of light, the height of 
the tower, and the difficulty of the foundation. 

Mr. Mann. I have reference to the superstructure. 

Commander Helm. We have different kinds of superstructure. 

Mr. Mann. Which is the most expensive ? 

Commander Helm. The most expensive is doweled masonry, such 
as we put in at Boston Harbor. 

Mr. Mann. Is there any great difficulty about building a founda- 
tion? . '* 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; the foundation is made of rock. 

Mr. Mann. I do not see why it should cost $50,000. 

Commander Helm. That is about what it will cost. 

Mr. Mann. We usually make an appropriation of from $10,000 to 
$18,000, and you ask for $50,000. 

Commander Helm. We rely on the reports of the district engineers 
on that question. They have expert engineers figure on it and they 
submit their careful estimate as to the number of cubic yards of 
masonry, and then give a resume of the cost. 

Mr. Mann. Does the cost vary so exceedingly between Maine and 
New York? 

Commander Helm. It costs more in some places to get the material 
there and get it on shore. Sometimes the cost is small and sometimes 
the cost of handling is high. It varies according to the distance. 
They have taken that into consideration. 

37878—08 5 . ^ . 
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Mr. Mann. How high is this to be? 

Commander Helm. It is to be high enough to look over the island. 

Mr. Mann. How many feet in height ? 

Commander Helm. About 65 or 70. It must be made very sub- 
stantial to stand the storms and ice of the Maine coast. 

Mr. EscH. You have a tide in places of about 18 feet. 

Commander Helm. Yes; I do not think the estimate is too much. 

Mr. Mann. The next is Buckell Island entrance, to cost $18,000. 

Commander Helm. That has been in there for Buckell Island and 
Boone Island. There is no particular impoi'tance or immediate hurry 
in that case. I have not heard very much about it, and nobody has 
been calling for it. I think some of these items will be left out next 
year. If you give us anything, we want that light at Clarks Led^e. 
That is of the first importance. We need the two tenders for use in 
the second light-house district. 

Mr. Mann. Do you intend to use both in the first and second 
districts? 

Commander Helm. Major Burr is stationed at Boston, and if you 
give us a tender it will be the only one that will be allowed for Boston. 
The other tenders are an entirely separate proposition; It is for the 
inspector at Portland. 

Mr. Mann. At the first district you have only the Myrtle and the 
Geranium? 

Commander Helm. The Geranmm is unseaworthy. The inspector 
is afraid that if he should go to sea some people might be drowned. 

Mr. Mann. You do not expect to get two tenders in one y^ar ? 

Commander * Helm. We need them badly. That is rough water 
and we need good boats. 

Mr. Mann. How many new tenders have been provided in recent 
years ? 

Commander Helm. Coining down to the third district in New 
York, that was the only tender that was built recently. The ^ixth 
district got one. We have had only two tenders for a long while. 
The old Geranium was built in 1863. The Myrtle is an old boat, 
having been built in 1872. 

Mr. Mann. It was built in 1872. That is not an old boat. 

Commander Helm. That is pretty old for a boat. 

Mr. EscH. Has she a steel hull? ^ 

Commander Helm. No; probably not. Steel hull is a recent thing. 
They were not built in those days. 

Mr. Mann. In your opinion, which is more needed, a new tender 
in place of the Geranium or a new tender in place of the Myrtle? 

Colonel Casey. We tried to fix that in the office. We need both. 

Mr. Mann. Which do you think is most urgent? 

Commander Helm. The Geranium was built back in the sixties. 
If there is not another tender provided, the Geranium would have to 
have orders to help the engineer out. 

Mr. Mann. I have heard that ever since I have been in Congress, 
about eleven years, and still they keep on using the tenders. 

Mr. Mann (to Colonel Casey). Which do you think is the more 
neecjed ? 

Colonel Casey. I can tell you after I look up the subject more 
thoroughly. I can not tell you now. I am not familiar enough with 
the question of tenders. 
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Mr. Adamson. The younger of the two is 35 years old. 

Mr. Maniii. Which is the more necessary for the Light-House 
Service ? 

Colonel Casey. I think the navy tender is more important. They 
have a great many lights to supply with oil and material and the new 
construction work for which we employ tenders is nearly all finished. 

Mr. Mann. Is the engineer also the engineer for river and harbor 
improvements ? 

Colonel Casey. . Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Does he have a river and harbor tender? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Has he no kind of a boat? 

Colonel Casey. He has a little boat in which he can get around 
Boston, but none in which he can go to sea. 

Mr. Mann. The Myrtle is a wooden screw steamer. 

Commander Helm. I have not seen the Myrtle. I knew that there 
were no steel hulls built in those days. 

Mr. Mann. If you could report one of these in a House bill, the 
Senate would probably insert the other, and then leave in the one 
which the Senator wants. I think you ought to have a new one there, 
but we can not give you two. 

Commander Helm. It is rough water in getting to the buoy and 
we ought to have a first-class boat. 

Mr. Mann. Perhaps it would be easier to authorize the first and 
second districts than simply the first one. 

Colonel Casey. I think the one for the Navy is more important, 
because they have buoys to attend to in that rough, icy water. 

Mr'. Mann. We will now take up the second district. You want a 
light and fog signal at State Ledge, Boston Harbor. 

Commander Helm. That is an old recommendation. 

Mr. Mann. Can you set along without it this year? 

Commander Helm. No pressure is being brought to bear for it. 
Nobody is asking for it. 

Mr. 'Mann. How about the pier at Gloucester Harbor? 

Commander Helm. It is an old recommendation, and we are going 
to leave it out next year. We are going next year to work along the 
lines suggested by you. If you are going to do anything around 
Boston, State Ledge would be the most important. 

Mr. Mann. We will now take the third district. You want fog 
signals at Dumplings, off Bull Point? 

Commander Helm. It is not the most important thing. 

Mr. Mann. You do not consider it the most important? 

Commander Helm. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. You can get along without it, can you? 

Commander Helm. 1 es, sir. 

Mr. Manm. How as to Plum Beach, Rhode Island? 

Commander Helm. It is finished out of the present appropriation. 

Mr. Mann. The next is Southwest Ledge, Connecticut. 

Colonel Casey. That we consider as rather important. Appropria- 
tions have been authorized for $116,000 and there has been appropri- 
ated only $16,000. The additional amount wanted is $55,000. 

Mr. Mann. You do not want any change in that item? 

Colonel Casey. No ; we are not asking any more. 

Mr. Mann. You can go to the Committee on Appropriations for 
that. 
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Colonel Casey. We did that and got turned down. 

Commander Helm. They told us that we could make a contract 
and get the money afterwards. Plans have been completed and we 
have advertised for bids. 

Mr. Mann. By whom? 

Colonel Casey. By the district engineer. The Department of 
Commerce and Labor has been given authority to advertise for bids. 
The station will cost $115,000. This has been appropriated and the 
balance of the total amount authorized is what we want. 

Mr. Mann. Can you use it? 

Commander Helm. It is possible that it may be completed and it 
is possible that it may not be. 

Mr. Mann. Is there very much likelihood that it will be ? 

Commender'HELM. No; I have given directions to make the con- 
tract. 

Mr. Mann. If you should go ahead and should run short of money 
for any reason, it could be carried in a deficiency bill next fall, and 
otherwise it could be carried in the sundry civil bill next year. 

The next item is Negro Point. How about this light and fog- 
signal station at Negro Point? 

Commander Helm. That, sir, is of some importance. We have it 
marked " No. 3." If we can get what we ask for at Negro Point, 
we would like to have it, but what comes after this, down there at 
Tompkinsville in connection with the light-house depot, is more 
important. 

Mr. Mann. Staten Island light-house; that is an approved au- 
thorization. Hunts Point, East Kiver, light and fog-signal station; 
how about that? 

Commander Helm. That is of no great importance ; Negro Point 
comes before that; Negro Point is the one of importance there. 

Mr. Mann. And Jeffreys Hook, Hudson Kiver? 

Commander Helm. That is less important still. 

Mr. Mann. lona Island light, Hudson Eiver? 

Commander Helm. That is not of importance. 

Mr. Mann. What do you want to say about the light-house depot ? 

Commander Helm. I want to say that the improvement of that 
depot, like the Philadelphia one we have considered, is of the utmost 
importance. Everything, except one of the lights, we have under 
way. The light-house depot is of more importance than other new 
works. 

Mr. Mann. Of course every man who goes into the Light-House 
Service now is taken with some one side of it. I appreciate the fact, 
I think, because I am very much that way myself ; I get a notion that 
some one thing needs reform more than anything else. Are you not 
a little afraid that you have the Motion that the light-house stations 
need fixing up more than anything else ? 

Commander Helm. I think there has been little attention given it 
heretofore, and I have been surprised to see the condition the stations 
are in. 

Mr. Mann. You are very urgent about a light-house station over 
in New York? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. And on the Delaware? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Mann. And another light-house station, I believe, on Lake 
Michigan ? 

Commander Helm. Oh, that on Lake Michigan is only to fix up a 
wharf that is tumbling down into the lake. 

Mr. Mann. And a light-house station in California some place ? 

Conmiander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. A light-house station down in Texas, and all the rest 
of them; I just happened to call these to mind. Do you think we can 
afford to start in with those ? 

Commander Helm. Yes; they are all of the greatest importance, 
and I know exactly what I am talking to you about when I speak of 
that light-house depot at New York and the one at Philadelphia, and 
I know the needs; I have had experience along those lines; it was a 
surprise to me to come here and see how little they have got in this 
respect and how inconvenient they are and how much money they 
have been throwing away in connection with these light-ships, and 
so forth, and in the repairs and all that. 

Mr. Mann. These stations do not have anything to do with the re- 
pairs to light-ships. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; with these ships. 

Mr. Mann. What do they have to do with the repairs to light-ships ? 

Commander Helm. We want them to come in there and make the 
ordinary repairs there. 

Mr. Mann. Do you want to establish a mechanical plant there? 

Commander Helm. We have it in New York to a certain limited 
extent. , 

Mr. Mann. How much of an extent ? You do not expect to estab- 
lish a shipyard at each of these light-house stations, do you ? 

Commander Helm. Not a big shipyard, but for ordinary repairs^ 
yes, sir. Before you could go out and make bids for this work we could 
have the work all completed in that yard in a very short time. 

Mr. Mann. If you are going to do it for New York, will you not 
have to do it for every other place? 

Conunander Helm. In New York the j)eopl(e would come over there 
from adjoining districts. It is the most important depot. 

Mr. Mann. Then you want $20,000 to provide a new carpenter shop 
and wharves and blacksmith shops over at the New York lighting 
station ; is that it ? 
•Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. And $40,000 for extensions of the wharves and piers? 

Commander Helm. Extension of blacksmith shops $20,000 ; it was 
not forty. 

Mr. Mann. That is what I said, $20,000. 

Commander Helm. And the wharves $40,000, and the spar shop 
$3,000. 

Mr. Mann. And you want a dump scow for $7,500? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Which of these things do you consider the most im- 
portant? 

Commander Helm. There is another item of a little dry dock over 
there. There was a letter written about it; I do not know whether 
it was written in here about it, but it was sent in by the Department, 

Mr. Mann. I do not see anything in this report about it. 
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Commander Helm. It was made out since that report was made, 
but we sent it in with a special letter. 

We would like to get in there a small dry dock, lift dock, and if you 
ask as to the importance, I would say those quarters are nice things 
to have; I do not think those quarters are absolutely essential, but 
I think that to get that place in good shape to handle these vessels 
we have, and to save time and money in making minor repairs, that 
the dock and the blacksmith shop and the wharves and shed are very 
important. 

Mr. Mann. You really think we ought to establish a light-house 
shipyard over there? 

Commander Hjslm. By all means; yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. And the dry dock and eveiythina: of that sort? 

Commander Helm. I do not mean to go in for a big merchant af- 
fair, but for our own purposes. 

Mr. Mann. For repairing your own ships ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; to a certain extent we can do it; I 
know it. I do not want to talk about my own affairs, but I had one 
of these built at Manila, and I know exactly what I am talking about. 
I will take one of those tenders that needs repair and I will put it 
on the ways and have it repaired before you could go out on the 
market and get bids and award the contract. 

Mr. Mann. That is not our observation of the way they do things 
in Government shipyards. 

Commander Helm. That is mine. 

Mr. Mann. We have a naval shipyard over there ; why can not you 
send them over there? 

Commander Helm. You can do it before you can send them up 
there. It is for minor work that nobody would bid on, a job, say, 
that would only cost about $5. I never saw anybody who bid for 
anything less than $5. Many of those little things have to be done 
all the time ; to haul out and paint the vessel is a very small matter, 
but to send away and get bids, and all that sort of thing, takes a long 
time. 

Mr. Mann. If we do that for vessels right there, we will have to do 
the same thing for every one of the light-house districts. 

Commander Helm. No, sir; because they have not the number of 
vessels we have. 

Mr. Mann. It would not be very much trouble to send them to the 
Boston yard to get whatever little repairs you need. 

Commander Helm. There is supposed to be a general store down 
there in Boston, but when a light-house is being built and fitted out, it 
will be a sort of headquarters there in New York, and it is sent down 
there. But in the same way we have done work for the other districts 
in New York, the fourth, fifth, and sixth districts. 

Mr. Mann. You have plenty of shipvards over there now, and you 
can easily get your vessels in a shipyard, and yet you propose to have 
the Government establish a new kind of a shipyard; that is what it 
amounts to. 

Commander Helm. A shipyard usually means a yard of some ex- 
tent, but this is a little bit of a plant and does not mean an extensive 
shipyard ; it means a plant for minor repairs such as you save time 
and money on by having them done right there. 

Mr. Adamson. You might have a little blacksmith shop. 
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Commander Helm. We have one. 

Mr. Mann. And the moment you give them a blacksmith and car- 
penter shop, then you have to give them something to do. 

Commander Helm. There is another point, too. When we had 
trouble in getting buoys over there-r-that was before my time — ^they 
ran the price of buoys up, and we got a little plant and found we 
could make buoys and did make them, and down came the price. I 
did the same thing in Manila. It was just a case of the people taking 
advantage of the Government and running the price up. 

Mr. Mann. You think that is one of the reasons why you want 
this over there? 

Commander Helm. That is one good reason ; it is a scjuare reason ; 
yes, sir; but the main point is to get this little plant in such shai>e 
that you can have your tender in such shape that you can repair it 
quickly and save time and money both. 

Mr. Mann. Do you need this $20,000 to build dwellings for the 
inspector and engineer? 

Commander Helm. It is desirable, but the least important of 
that lot. 

Mr. Mann. Why is it desirable? 

Commander Helm. In order that you can keep the people attached 
to the station on the ground in case of a fire or in case of any 
emergency. 

Mr. M1\NN. This is for the inspector and engineer of the district? 

Commander Helm. The assistants, it was put down; I did not 
make the estimate; it was put down that way so that they can keep 
the inspector and assistant inspector in the grounds. 

Mr. Mann. What are the duties of the assistant engineer over 
there ? 

Commander Helm. As assistant to the engineer; they call him 
assistant to the engineer. Colonel Casey can tell you more about 
the details, but he is the next man to the engineer in charge. 

Mr. Mann. Do they have assistants to the engineers in other 
districts ? 

Colonel Casey. Oh, yes, sir. 

Commander Helm. They have them in all districts. 

Mr. Mann. The same way about inspectors? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; that is the only one. 

Mr. Mann. Is there any place where we provide a dwelling house 
for the assistant to the engineer now ? 

Commander Helm. Not that I know of. 

Colonel Casey. It was only in this case because it is a depot where 
it is inclosed and there is Government property. 

Mr. Mann. How far is it from habitations? 

Colonel Casey. Right outside the walls of this establishment ; they 
generally live in town. 

Mr. Mann. There is no trouble,, then, about the assistant finding a 
place to live? 

Colonel Casey. The assistant secretary says it is important to have 
them in on short calls if it is necessary. 

Commander Helm. I stated that it would be of the first impor- 
tance, but I simply wanted to get it in there because when some of 
them are absent it is important to get them in the yard ; fire is the 
first item of necessity. 
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Colonel Casey. I think we had better leave that for a fat year. 

Commander Helm. The other items, I think, are important. The 
station, as accommodation for vessels there, is not' sufficient to answer 
the purposes ; it has been overcrowded since I have been there, very 
materially, delivering stores on vessels for other districts and other 
work of that kind. 

Mr. Mann. How about the light-house depot at San Juan ? 

Commander Helm. There is a letter about that which just came 
the other day. We have a new tender for San Juan now and propose 
to put that district ia shape. Of course we have to have a storehouse 
down there now. 

Mr. Mann. They told us when we provided the tender down there 
that after they got the tender it would be a great deal less expensive 
to operate that district. 

Commander Helm. They are not doing anything down there now, 
letting it go to pieces, paying the keepers°salaries, and have four men 
to go out in the navy tug when they can get it. It depends on the 
tender to get the district in shape. 

Mr. Mann. Can you not get the navy tug when you please? There 
is a naval vessel and a revenue cutter down there with nothing in the 
world to do. 

Colonel Casey. She is not especially fitted for putting buoys down. 

Commander Helm. The Navy have given up the tug, which is the 
best they can do, whenever they can spare it; the revenue cutter we 
know nothing about. 

Mr. Mann. Supposing we do not authorize you to build a new 
storehouse down there, what will you do? 

Commander Helm. I do not know, sir; we will have to still go 
around and see if we can borrow or rent. 

Mr. Mann. You think the Navy will put you out ? 

Commander Helm. That is what they say, sir; of course I do not 
know. We would go and ask them again and go begging, that is all. 
But still, at the same time, it seems to me that some place to put sup- 
plies and buoys and work from ought to be established. 

Mr. Mann. You do not know where you want to put the light- 
house station, do you? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; I know exactly. 

Mr. Mann. Where? 

Commander Helm. Here is a plan of it right here. I have a chart 
and can show you the position more generally, if you like. 

Mr. Mann. Where is the present station? Is it on here? 

Commander Helm. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. What is the property that you propose to put it on? 

Commander Helm. Part of a reservation of the Navy Department 
used for light-house purposes. 

(Commander Helm explained the map to the committee.) 

Mr. Mann. Can you do this for $15,000? 

Commander Helm. That struck me as a very small amount. It is 
small ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. That would be for the warehouse and the wharf, I 
suppose? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. That is as far as we have gotten, and 
it seemed to me, as soon as I saw it, that that was a very reasonable 
request. 
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Mr. Mann. Who is the engineer down there? 

Commander Helm. Colonel Pott«r, the engineer in New York 
Harbor, who is in charge of that also. 

Mr. Mann. Oh, I know ; but I mean down there. 

Commander Helm. There is an army engineer, and a civilian 
named Sterling. 

Mr. Mann. Maybe he is willing to do the work on a civilian basis. 

Commander Helm. Sometimes that is pretty high. 

Mr. Mann. You really need that down there, do you ? 

Commander Helm. It looks to me so; yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. You want $15,000? 

Commander Helm. And I expect they will be asking for more by 
and by, because that looks pi'etty small; ,but that will start them, 
when they get the tender. 

Mr. Mann. They say they have made plans and specifications and 
test borings. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; and put up a little shed down there 
of some sort, with a carpenter shop, with a few dollars. 

Mr. EscH. While you are on this third light-house district — Senator 
Wetmore and Congressman Capron appeared before us with refer- 
ence to these Point Judith lights. Have you anything to say about 
them? 

Commander Helm. Point Judith light buoys? 

Mr. EscH. Yes. / 

Commander Helm. There is a fog horn and light on Point Ju- 
dith itself, but the distance that the boats run around is something 
over a mile and a quarter or two miles ; they run outside there, and in 
foggy weather, many times, they would like to have something closer 
to make the turn around, and something less than a year ago the 
Light-House Board authorized the International Marine Signal 
Company of Ottawa to plant a buoy off Point Judith and another 
one off Gedney channel in New York for experimental purposes, 
and these buoys seemed to take with the shipping interests, but when 
the time came to buy those buoys or to take them awajr it put the 
Board in a very bad position. For this one off Point Judith the com- 
pany wants $16,000, and the Light-House Board did not think, and 
the Department of Commerce and Labor, especially, did not think, 
that it was worth that money, and then we found out also that we 
did not have the money available even if it was worth that money, 
so we had to tell the company to take them away. Then came all 
this opposition to it, giving us a good deal of trouble, and finally 
we bought a couple of smaUer buoys from the same company, and I 
have placed one of them off Point Judith, and we will work to the best 
of our means and ability to get two large buoys, one for the point 
and one ready to relieve that m case of accident of any kind. Thej 
cost so much that the general appropriation, unless they make it 
bigger than we think for, will not permit us to go into the buoy busi- 
ness to any extent, and we told them they would have to get a bill. 

Mr. EscH. The intention was that they use the acetylene buoys and 
then would have to remove them in order to charge them, and they 
ought to have one in reserve in order to take the place of the one being 
recharged, and the two would come to $30,000. 

Commander Helm. I think we can get them a little less than that,, 
as a matter of fact, now, but as to those two largest buoys it is neces- 
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sary to charge them; then they have to be cleaned out of water, the 
same as an iron ship, and it is necessary to have an extra one put in 
the place of the one taken away. 

Mr. Mann. How many of those buoys have you in use? 

Commander Helm. The Board owns only six at the present time, 
which are all in the third district. 

Mr. Mann. How many of them have you permitted people to fur- 
nish to you to test and put around in different places temporarily ? 

Commander Helm. This company were allowed to put one on 
Point Judith and one on Gedney channel, in New York, and one on 
Cape Henry. 

Mr. EscH. A whistling and bell buoy? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Do you not think it is a rather unsafe business to 
get into that practice? 

Commander Helm. To let them do it? 

Mr. Mai^n. Yes. 

Commander Helm. Personally it gives me a lot of trouble, and 
I never would do it, but it was done before I got there and I can not 
answer that question, because somebody else did it. When it came 
time to either take those buoys away or buy them we had a good deal 
of trouble. 

Mr. Mann. You always will whenever you permit anything of that 
sort. 

Commander Helm. I did not have anything to do with it, so I do 
not want to answer, but it causes me a lot of trouble. 

Mr. Mann. Judging by the experience you have had in the busi- 
ness? 

Commander Helm. I have put my voice in every time against 
allowing anything of the kind. 

Mr. Mann. You say you have six of those in the third district? 

Commander Helm. I was going to say, with the exception of this 
one, they are small ; three are little, for mside work. 

Mr. Mann. How many large ones have you? 

Commander Helm. We have two of the second size; we have not 
many, and do not own any of the largest size. 

Mr. Mann. Is it the largest size which they need off Point Judith 
and Cape Henry ? 

Commander Helm. I presume, of course, the largest size would be 
a little better, but taking everything into consideration and the money 
we had, we said we would take the second size and put one off Point 
Judith and one off Gedney channel, and we have done so. 

Mr. Mann. What does it cost to make these buoys? 

Commander Helm. Of course, the only company that we buy them 
from 

Mr. Mann. I do not mean what it costs to buy them; I mean what 
it costs to make them ? 

Commander Helm. In order to get at that thing, by direction of 
the Department of Commerce and Labor, they got an estimate at the 
New York Navy- Yard on the cost of one of them, and exclusive of 
the lanterns and any special patented devices, they made it about 
$10,000, and for the one they figured on Wilson asked, inclusive of 
the lanterns and patented devices, $16,000. 
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Mr. Mann. What are the patented devices? What do they amount 
to — I mean as to the cost ? 

Commander Helm. I am not prepared to say that they have any, 
but they claim. quite a good deal of the patent is the way of putting 
the carbide into the thing and the way of cutting off the gas and the 
mode of feeding it into the light. That, I believe, covers the most 
of the patents. 

Mr. Mann. What is this Wilson concern that you speak of? Is it 
a manufacturing establishment? 

Commander Helm. Manufacturing of buoys especially, and acety- 
lene gas, made in a particular way of feeding the carbide. 

Mr. Mann. Is that their business, or is it a side branch of some 
large manufacturing company ? 

Commander Helm. I believe that is their business, so far as I 
know. 

Mr. Mann. What buoys do they make ; buoys, generally ? 

Commander Helm. They have supplied a great number of them to 
the government of Canada, and have supplied a few of them to the 
Government of Brazil, and have had their agents in England. I 
think it is comparatively a new concern. 

Mr. Mann. Where does Canada put this great number of acetj^lene 
gas buoys? 

Commander Helm. She has them on her coast, in the St. Lawrence 
River, and also in British Columbia ; they are away ahead of us on 
that proposition. 

Mr. Mann. It is a wonder they would not put some of them on the 
Lakes. 

Commander Helm. I am not prepared to say they have not put 
them up there. 

Mr. Mann. I have not heard of any being up there. 

Colonel Caset. In the Detroit River thej have several. 

Commander Helm. Yes ; and the Canadian government has loaned 
the Lake Carriers' Association a few, and they wanted us to take 
-them over, but we can not take them over. When Mr. Livingston 
told us that he wanted to turn a certain number of aids over to us 
he said that among them were two acetylene buoys that he borrowed 
from the Canadian government,, and he thought they would lend 
Ihem to us. 

Mr. Mann. Do you know what they sell them to the Canadian 
government for? 

Commander Helm. No, sir, I do not ; but he claims that they sold 
them at the prices first quoted to us. I want to say, however, that 
they have materially reduced their prices since this 6rst price I have 
given you. The second sized buoy that they originally asked $9,000 
for thev have brought down to about $6,000. The big buoy off Point 
Judith' they wanted $16,000 for, and they offered to sell it 'at $10,000, 
but I am liot sure that is the price they would give us more than one 
for ; I think they wanted to get rid of that one buoy. 

Mr. Mann. Of course we are often told, or I am, that the Canadian 
government has a better light-house service than the United States 
Government and that it costs not to exceed 50 per cent, but I think 
that is an exaggeration, myself. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; I do not think that is the ease, be- 
cause we have gone into that. 
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Mr. Mann. I do not believe it is the case at all. 

Commander Helm. I believe we have bids on those buoys as rea- 
sonable as Canadians can get them or build them, and, another thing, 
I think the branch hoiiges in New York can sell them cheaper than 
they can in Canada. 

Mr. Mann. Do you think it is desirable for us to buy two buoys 
fot one place in order that one may be out of commission for one- 
fiftieth part of the time ? 

Commander Helm. It is necessary, if we only had one ; if we had 
several buoys we could shift this relief buoy along to the several sta- 
tions, but if you have only one and you only take it away for one 
night, you may wreck a ship on that, and it is absolutely essential 
that you have a relief. 

Mr. Mann. You say you have several of these buoys in the third 
district ; you said half a dozen ? 

Commander Helm. Those are little ones, not so important. 

Mr. Mann. Different sizes? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. I should think you would aim to use one size, so that 
you might shift them around. 

Commander Helm. Xo, sir ; you can not do that. The little buoys 
are for simple inside work ; the big buoys are for steamers that make 
big distances; the steamers coming from Boston can see that buoy 
for 12 miles. 

Mr. Mann. I thought you had established submarine signals along 
there, and that all these vessels were equipped with submarine sig- 
nals. 

Commander Helm. We have submarine signals on our light-ships, 
and many merchant vessels are being equipped with them; a good 
many of them already have submarine signals. 

Mr. EscH. The Wilson buoy has a submarine bell attachment, I 
understand ? 

Commander Helm. Yes. 

Mr. EscH. And in that particular it differs* from the ordinary, 
buoy ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; that is a large buoy, and you can put 
it on. 

Mr. EscH. How practical is that submarine signaling device? 

Commander Helm. We have been getting reports from every place 
they have been experimenting with it, and it seems to be the concensus 
of opinion that it is a very valuable aid to navigation, but we can not 
find anybody who is responsible who would like to take away the old 
fog horn and rely entirely on the submarine bells. I think, as near as 
I can make out, vessels can make out a light-ship from 3 to 5 miles 
with a good deal of certainty, and then by the light coming in on the 
ship on the other side they can get a pretty good idea of the direction 
of the light-ship. Everybody who is interested in navigation thinks 
it is a valuable aid and wants it, and our own inspectors, which 
is more to the point, give the idea which I am trying to give you. 

Mr. EscH. In other words, they want all the aids to navigation 
they can possibly get ; they have not any too many for absolute cer- 
tainty ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; they get in trouble in spite of all these 
things. 
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Mr. Makn. You mean that shipping .and marine interests who 
pay no taxes, or comparatively little, are perfectly willing to have 
the General Government duplicate its service? 

Commander Helm. I guess they pay taxes on the Lakes. Some- 
body must. 

Mr. Ma^:n. They do not pay taxes at all, to any extent. 

Commander Helm. They have lots of property up there. 

Mr. Mann. Yes; and they hide it; you can not find it to tax. 

Commander Helm. The people on the Lakes seem to be deter- 
mined to have these bells more than anybody else; they put them on 
light-houses on the shores and they give us a great long list of 
places where they want them. 

Mr. EscH. We have a Stat« law taxing vessels by tonnage, but 
the tax goes into the State coffers, not the Federal Treasury. 

Mr. Mann. Even then they do not tax them. We would tax 
vessels, for instance, in Chicago on one-fifth of their value, and even . 
at that a great many in Chicago, and there are a great many of 
them who own vessels, have them owned in some other State. 

Commander Helm. You have a tremendous lot of property that 
you use in connection with the ships on shore, and money tied up in 
one way or another connected with them, that must help a good 
deal. 

Mr. Mann. The station which we speak of in Xew York is the 
Tompkinsville station? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. How important do you regard this Point Judith 
proposition ? 

Commander Helm. It is very important and was considered by 
everybody there to be so; there really are a great number of vessels 
running there regularly. 

Mr. Mann. So important that you would advise that we pur- 
chase two of these buoys with the money invested in one of them 
lying idle five-tenths of the time ? 

Commander Helm. If you want to put it that way ; we could use 
a smaller buoy temporarily and use that as a relief in New York at 
the same time. As a matter of fact, if we had that we would relieve 
the Gedney channel light, too, tow it down there. If you were not 
going to do it we would get this second-class buoy; this is No. llj, 
and we would take an 8^ that we have in New York and relieve this 
other one and give notice to that effect, but that is not the best ar- 
rangement. 

Mr. Mann. I wish you would use language that would describe 
these things which we can put into a bill if we choose to put it in. 

Commander Helm. That is comparatively speaking. 

Mr. Mann. Describe the buoy to us so that if we want to put it 
into a bill we will know how to describe it. That is, the correct desig- 
nation of it. 

Commander Helm. The buoy we have there is the second largest 
size manufactured by the company. 

Mr. Mann. It is a patented buoy? 

Commander Helm. It is a patented buoy, and it is a light which it 
carries at a height of 28 feet. 

Mr. Mann. What does the second size cost? 
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Commander Helm. The second size will cost between six and seven 
thousand dollars. ' 

Mr. Mann. Supposing we should authorize the establishment of 
a buoy there at a cost not to exceed $7,000, one buoy; do ^ou not 
think you could get along with that ? Have you not any rehef buoy 
over there now ? 

Commander Hblm. We could get along; we have one there now; 
we could use this one and the other one ; if we have to we can use both 
of these to great advantage, so far as that is concerned, but you had 
better make that $8,000, I think, if you are going to cut it down to 
that. 

Mr. Manx. You think you could get along with the $8,000 to 
provide the buoy there? 

Commander Helm. We have there a buoy, another one, that we 
could use to relieve that one at GedneV Channel and also at Point 
Judith. 

Mr. Mann. Or if we should provide a relief buoy for the district 
and leave the present one there, that $8,000 would be sufficient ? 

Commander Helm. Yes. 

Mr. EscH. But that ought to be the same order of light to avoid 
sending out notices of a change. 

Commander Helm. That would be the same order as the Gedney 
Channel and the Point Judith. Of course the ship men would get 
the idea that they want a bigger one, but that is a different propo- 
sition. Another buoy would give us one of the present ones for 
relief at both those stations ; if it could be done, it would have to be. 

Mr. EscH. The late order of light has the submarine bell attach- 
ment, too? 

Commander Helm. Not the very latest; this one has. 

Mr. Mann. We now come to the fourth district. Have you ex- 
amined this Bingham bill, which the gentlemen were talking about 
this morning? 

Commander Helm. We have the things here; I have examined all 
the items, yes, sir ; and have examined the Bingham .bill, too, I 
think. 

Mr. Mann. We have a report on that bill? 

Commander Helm. Yes, .sir. 

Mr. Mann. Elbow of Cross Ledge, do you remember about that? 

Colonel Casey. The act approved April 28, 1904, appropriated 
$75,000. The additional amount required is $21,500. 

Mr. Mann. No, you have used $21,500 for various purposes, and 
you have a balance left now of $54,000 and you say you want $15,000 
additional. 

Colonel Casey. No; I want $21,500. 

Mr. Mann. Now, you have added $6,500 to that to make $21,500. 

Colonel Casey. That is made up in this way : The surveys, borings, 
plans, and so forth, cost $5,625; the metal work for caisson costs 
$15,375; the erection of the caisson costs $44,000; the estimate for 
superstructure is $18,000; the estimated cost of the second set of 
plans for the superstructure, for a temporary light, for additional 
material for superstructure, is $6,500; for illuminating apparatus, 
fog signal, outfit, and contingencies, $7,000; total, $96,500, less what 
has been appropriated, $75,000, leaving us $21,500. 

Mr. Mann. What has been the cost of the caisson, you say? 

Colonel Casey. Forty-four thousand dollars. 
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Mr. Mann. Is that finished? 

Colonel Casey. That is finished; yes, sir; but it went down about 
3 or 4 feet more than it was intended to go down, and that is the 
reason we want the additional concrete to bring it up on top. 

Mr. Mann. Last year you recommended additional $15,000; now 
you have increased that to $21,500. 

Colonel Casey. Because in the meantime the caisson was sunk and 
we found we had to have an additional ring on top; it has a muddy 
bottom. 

Mr. Mann. Is it a solid foundation, then? 

Colonel Casey. It has a good foundation now; we went down to 
this stratum of hard sand, but there was a miscalculation of some 
kind. Now we have a temporary light on it. 

Mr. Mann. You spent a very large amount of money in working 
over the foundations and preparing the plans, and so forth; I sup- 
pose that was because they found a different condition of affairs 
when they went to get at the foundation from what was expected ? 

Colonel Casey. That was the case. 

Mr. Mann. Are you in the condition there now, then, that you 
have the foundation- constructed? 

Colonel Casey. The foundation is constructed. 

Mr. Mann. All that you ask for is the superstructure ? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. And how much money have you left out of the appro- 
priation? 

Colonel Casey. We have about $18,000; I think it is. 

Mr. Mann. You must be mistaken about that. You will remember 
last year that you had $54,000 on hand, and you let a contract for the 
caisson for $45,000. You say now the caisson has been constructed 
at a cost of $44,000; that would leave only $10,000 of the original 
appropriation. 

Colonel Casey. And I think that is all we have ; I have not those 
figures now, though. 

Mr. Mann. What is the superstructure to cost, in your estimate ? 

Colonel Casey. The superstructure is to cost $18,000. 

Mr. Mann. And the light and everything? 

Colonel Casey. The illuminating apparatus, fog signal, and con- 
tingencies, $7,000. 

Mr. Mann. Twenty-five thousand dollars. T\Tiat you need is au- 
thority to increase the limit of cost $21,000 for that station. 

Colonel Casey. That is what we want. 

Mr. Mann. How about Joe Flogger shoal ? 

Colonel Casey. The act approved June 20, 1906, authorized a light 
and fog signal at a cost not to exceed $75,000. The act approved 
June 30, 1906, appropriated $40,000 toward a light and fog signal at 
this point. The additional amount required is $55,000. This is for 
the reason that borings have been made, but the exact cost is not 
known. 

It is now estimated under prevailing prices, and probable changes 
in design similar to those of Elbow of Cross Ledge, that it will 
require not only the $35,000 that should be appropriated under the 
act of June 20, 1906, but $20,000 more, making $55,000. That is all 
I can say. That is what the engineer in charge of the depot tells me. 

Mr. Mann. You say that under the present conditions that the cost 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



80 ADDITIONAL AIDS TO NAVIGAO^ION. 

of the structure, due to probably different prices, and so forth, in- 
creases the original estimate $20,000, but there has been no increase 
in prices since the authorization was made; things are cheaper now 
than they were then. 

Colonel Casey. That is, when this was written, about three or four 
months ago. At any rate, that is the present status of Joe Flogger. . 

Mr. Mann. What you want is the additional authorization there of 
$20,000? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. How much of that has been spent on that ? 

Colonel Casey. There has been very little of it spent. 

Mr. Mann. If we do not make the authorization, then that can wait 
for another year? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir ; because I do not think it will take over a 
few months to take that in. 

Mr. Mann. How about Reedy Island range? 

Colonel Casey. The act approved June 6, 1900, authorized the re- 
establishment of the Finns Point, Reedy Island, and Fort Peim 
ranges, on the Delaware River, at a cost not exceeding $90,000. The 
act approved March 3, 1901, appropriated $60,000, and the act ap- 
proved June 28, 1902, appropriated $30,000 for completing the re- 
establishment. The additional amount wanted is $25,000. This is 
because all the work under the acts referred to has been practically 
completed except the construction of the rear tower at Reedy Island 
range, Delaware. After the work had been started the maritime in- 
terests on Delaware River objected to the abandonment of the Finns 
Point range, and as it was intended to remove the Finns rear tower to 
the Reedy Island rear site, the purchase of a new tower at an esti- 
mated cost of $19,500 becomes necessary. Also $5,500 is needed to 
complete the work originally estimated for, due to increased prices; 
in all, $25,000. That is the present status of it. 

Mr. Mann. In connection with these propositions in the fourth dis- 
trict there is a letter put in evidence from the Philadelphia Maritime 
Exchange, and exhibits attached to it, and also a letter from the 
Light-House Board, from the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, on 
House bill 16989, which are as follows : 

The Philadelphia Maritime Exchange, 

Philadelphia, February 19, 1908, 
Gen. H. H. Bingham, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
Dear General Bingham : Referring to your valued favor of the 13th instant, 
in which you ask me to draft some argument as to the necessity for the items 
contained in bill H. R. 16989, I now beg to advise you that I have gone into 
the matter thoroughly with the light-house officials of this district and am 
inclosing herewith a carefully prepared brief covering each section of the bill. 

I am also attaching hereto a blueprint of the Edgemoor light-house depot, 
with the proposed improvements marked thereon. Will you be kind enough to 
turn the same over to Mr. Wanger with as strong indorsement as you feel able 
to give and at the same time advise Mr. Wanger that I shall be glad to furnish 
him with any further Information, either by letter or in person, at any time he 
may call upon me? 

On Sunday last I spent a large portion of the day with the light-house 
inspector at the Edgemoor depot and make a careful personal investigation as 
to the absolute necessity for present legislation on the lines of the bill. 
Thanking you for your cooperation and hoping for good results, I am, 
Yours, faithfully, 

E. R. Shabwood, Secretary, 
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JT. R, 16989, to authorize additional aids to narigation in the Light-House 
EstaWishment, and for other purposes, 

BRIEF OF THE PHILADELPHIA MARITIME EXCHANGE FAVORING EARLY CONSIDERATION. 

This bill seeks to Improve the etficieiicy of the fourth light-house district. 

Section 1 provides for additional land for the much-needed extension of the 
light-house depot at Edgemoor, Del., and for the removal and reconstruction of 
present bulkhead and wharf facilities for the protection of the tenders and 
light vessels of the district and for carrying on the necessary work. 

The contemplated improvements are itemized as follows: 

Additional land, 2 acres above mean low water $3,000.00 

Partial reconstruction of old north approach :. 1,953.50 

Removal of old south wharf 5,000.00 

Construction of south approach 4,636.00 

Extension of south wharf 5,098.00 

350 linear feet of riprap bulkhead, at $14 4,000.00 

310 linear feet of concrete bulkhead, at $37 11,470.00 

7,750 square feet of timber flooring, 3 inch, at 15 cents 1, 162. 50 

10,600 cubic yards of earth filling, at 30 cents , 3, 180. 00 

Removal and reinstallation of Cherry Island front fog signal, at 

Edgemoor depot ^ 600. 00 

Total 41, 000. 00 

These items are all urgently needed to make the Edgemoor light-house depot 
capable of carrying forward the work required in the district and to afford, 
particularly in seasons of ice, a safe haven for both tenders and light vessels. 

Enlarged bulkhead and wharf facilities are required for the handling and 
storage of buoys and the other accessories of the Department as at the present 
time many of the buoys are stored on the Edgemoor jetty, a mile below, by 
permission of the War Department. 

Section 2 provides for two dwellings for storekeepers and custodians at the 
Edgemoor light-house depot. It is most desirable that dwellings for these em- 
ployees be built close to the depot so that in case of fire or other damage they 
could be on hand to render immediate assistance and possibly save the property 
stored there. 

This storehouse is located where there is no fire protection nearer than 
Wilmington, 4 miles distant, and both of the keepers at present live away from 
the reservation, there being no houses thereon for their accommodation. 

It is possible that the amount, $16,000, asked for these dwellings is excessive. 
In our judgment separate suitable houses could be built for $6,000 each or a 
double house suitable for both families for $10,000. 

Section 3 provides for the erection of an oil house at Edgemoor light-house 
depot for the storage of mineral oil. The establishment of this building, which 
will be practically fireproof, is certainly necessary so as to keep the oil separate 
from the other valuable supplies kept in the general storehouse. 

The amount, $1,500, asked for the building of this house is not considered 
by us excessive. 

The present bill should be amended to read " at Edgemoor light-house depot," 
after the words " for oil house." 

Section 4 provides for the removal and reestablishment of Schooner Ledge 
front and rear lights. This removal is made necessary on account of the 
change in the channel and will include the removal and reestablishment of an 
iron tower about 100 feet high. 

As this range leads over rock, and as work on the changed line will be com- 
pleted by December 31, 1908, an immediate appropriation would seem to this 
exchange to be necessary for the protection of maritime commerce. 

Section 5 provides for an increase in the limit of cost for establishing a light 
and fog signal station at the elbow of Cross Ledge, Delaware Bay. 

This light marks a most important point; it is partly completed and should 
be finished without further delay in the interest of safe navigation. 

The sum asked, $21,500, will be needed to complete this station on account 
of the increase in cost of material and labor since the original estimate was 
made, and if this item is favorably considered at the present session of Congress 
the light-house can probably be completed during the present calendar year, 

37878—08 6 
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but we are informed that it will be impossible to complete the station without 
the additional appropriation. 

Section 6 provides for the establishment of a temporary light at Goose Island 
Flats, Delaware River; at a cost not to exceed $15,000. 

This locality for years has been marked by a gas buoy, but during the winter, 
and particularly in seasons of ice, it is not practicable to maintain this buoy, 
which marks a most important turn in the river, and therefore a light that can 
be depended upon at all times by navigators is an urgent necessity. 

The establishment of this temporary light has been agreed upon by all 
parties in Interest in view of the fact that a contemplated widening of the 
channel at this point makes it at present uncertain where the permanent light 
already authorized by Congress should eventually be established. 

In the judgment of this exchange the temporary light now asked for will 
serve the purpose for which it is established for years to come. 

Section 7. The present bill should be amended to read " for completing the 
reestablishment of Delaware River range lights. New Jersey, $25,000," which is 
the original name of this appropriation. 

This amount is needed to erect a new iron tower at the Reedy Island rear 
light station, where it was originally intended to place the tower now at the 
Finns Point light station, and abandon the latter light, but it has since been 
considered advisable to continue the Finns Point range lights, hence this addi- 
tional appropriation is needed for the purpose stated. 

Section 8 provides for increasing the limit of cost for establishing a light and 
fog signal station on Joe Flogger Shoal, Delaware Bay, which has become 
necessary chiefly on account of the increased cost of labor and material since 
the original estimate and appropriation were made. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by the Philadelphia Maritime Exchange. 

E. R. Shaewood, Secretary, 



[H. R. 16989, Sixtieth Congress, first session.] 

A BILL To authorize additional aids to navigation in the Light-House Establishment, 

and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America m Congress assembled, That the Secretary of Commerce and Labor 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to establish and provide the following additional 
aids to navigation in the Light-House Establishment, under the Light-House 
Board, in the Department of Commerce and Labor, in accordance with the re- 
spective limits of cost hereinafter respectively set forth, which shall in no case 
be exceeded; 

FOURTH LIGHT-HOUSE DISTRICT. 

For additional land for the extension of the light-house depot at Edgemoor, 
Del., and improvements to wharves at a cost not to exceed $41,000. 

For two dwellings for custodians at Edgemoor light-house depot at a cost not 
to exceed $10,000. 

For oil house at the Edgemoor depot, Delaware, for the storage of mineral oil 
at a cost not to exceed $1,500. 

For the removal and reestablishment of Schooner Ledge range front and rear 
lights at a cost not to exceed $10,650. 

The limit of cost for establishing light and fog-signal station at the elbow of 
Cross Ledge; Delaware Bay, authorized by the act approved April 28, 1904, is 
hereby increased by the sum of $21,500, so as to make the total limit of cost 
$96,500 instead of $75,000, as heretofore authorized. 

That the Secretary of Commerce arfd Labor be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to expend so much of the appropriation of $40,000 authorized by the 
act of March 3, 1905, for the establishment of a light and fog-signal station at 
Goose Island Flats, Delaware River, as may be necessary to establish a tempo- 
rary light, not to exceed in cost the sum of $15,000. 

For completing the reestablishment of Delaware River range lights, New Jer- 
sey, $25,000. 

The limit of cost for establishing a light and fog-signal station on Joe Flogger 
Shoal, Delaware Bay, authorized by the act approved June 30, 1906, is hereby 
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increased by the Sum of $20,000, so as to make the total limit of cost $95,000 
instead of $75,000, as heretofore authorized. 

Mr. Mann.* Now, we have the Schooner Ledge range rear light. 

Commander Helm. That is made necessary by the shifting of 
ranges, so as to get the middle of the channel. 

Colonel Casey. The Government has been dredging a channel and 
we had to shift the range. 

Commander Helm. Shift them over on the same reservation, so 
that a vessel running on the range can get in the middle of the 
channel now instead of on one side. 

Mr. Mann. Which of these do you regard as the most important, 
assuming that you will not get all of them ? 

Colonel Caset. I think Elbow of Cross Ledge is a more important 
one. 

Mr. Mann. And which do you think would be next in importance? 

Commander Helm. Reedy Island and Schooner Ledge. 

Colonel Casey. I think that that depot is first. 

Commander Helm. They all put the depot first. 

Mr. Mann. You put the depot first because you expect to get the 
others whether you get the depot or not? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; we are perfectly square; we have to 
have a place to take our things and put them properly. • 

Mr. Mann. You will not admit, Captain Helm, that you can not 
do just as well with that depot as Captain Sebree did, will you? 

Commander Helm. I do not think they did very well with it ; we 
want to do better. If you would go and see that, you would find 
there is no argument about it. Seemg is convincing over there. 

Mr. Mann. Which of these real aids to navigation do you think is 
important ? 

Commander Helm. The Elbow of Cross Ledge, then Reedy Is- 
land and Schooner Ledge. 

Mr. Mann. Reedy Island comes ahead of Schooner Ledge ? 

Commander Helm. That is. what we agreed on with the engi- 
neer and the people in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Mann. That is the way they agreed? 

Colonel Casey. We all did that. 

Mr. Mann. Were you there ? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir ; but they came on to our office. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, we have had so many recommendations 
•from over there; you gentlemen have not been through this as long 
as we have ; they changed this on us a number of times from Satur- 
day night to Monday morning absolutely. 

Commander Helm. The arrangement we have there, they came 
up and agreed with the district officers and we got it down in our 
office just before we brought our list up and so far as I know they 
all agreed on that. 

Mr. Mann. Did you force these people to agree upon the recom- 
mendation that the d-^pot should be taken care of first ? 

Commander Hei^m. Yes, sir ; they agreed to that. 

Mr. Mann. Did you force them to agree to that? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; they went down and saw it. 

Mr. Mann. They could know nothing about the necessity of it» 

Commander Helm. They took the pictures. 

Mr. Mann. The pictures look fine. 
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Commander Hei.m. You can see there is not room to get a boat in 
there and that little oil house will catch fire some time and burn up. 

Mr. Mann. There is only a little bit of oil here, and you are au- 
thorized to build an oil house that would take in a great deal more 
oil than is there, out of ^ the general appropriation. 

Commander Helm. We want a pretty good sized one, a special 
one, up there. 

Mr. Mann. I know you want it; you have in this year a number 
of requests to build oil houses at $1,500 each, which it seems to me 
is a pretty good amount of money. You are authorized to build all 
you want at $550 each. 

Commander Helm. This is a special distributing point; of course, 
we could build a smaller one. 

Mr. Mann. How long have they been storing oil in this wooden 
building? 

Commander Helm. They never had an oil housie; they have been 
ffeting along the best they could, but they can not get along much 
longer. 

Colonel Casey. I think it would be very much better to put up a 
number of small oil houses at $550 apiece. 

Mr. Mann. How about the lighting of the Delaware River up to 
Trenton, between Bordentown and Trenton? There is no objection 
to putting in post lights there, is there? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; none so far as I know. Nobody has 
made an exact estimate, but we think that six or eight lights up there 
ought to be enough. 

Mr. Mann. Six miles ; how many lights would it take ? 

Commander Helm. Captain Sebree estimated it would take about 
a half a dozen lights. 

Mr. Mann. What would they cost, $10 apiece ? 

Commander Helm. One thousand dollars; maintaining them for 
a year. 

Mr. Mann. It would not cost any such sum. ' We provided lights 
last year in Mr. Esch's State, a considerably greater distance than 
that, and put in $500, which was the estimate for providing them and 
maintaining them for a year. 

Mr. EscH. That was on Lake Winnebago. 

Commander Helm. Here is what the Light-House Board said on 
the 17th of December, 1906, among other things : 

It is thought that only four or five lights are needed now between Borden- 
town and Trenton, and if authorized they could probably be established at a 
cost of three or four hundred dollars, and it would cost about four or five hun- 
dred dollars a year for the whole of them. 

The long and short of it is that nobody from the Light-House 
Service has made an exact survey and knows exactly what it would 
cost. 

Mr. Mann. It would not cost more than $500 to establish them? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; they are very inexpensive. 

Mr. Mann. Now, take the fifth district. Great Point Bar light 
station, $10,000. 

Commander Helm. That is the least important of anything in the 
district. 

Mr. Mann. Eagged Point light and fog-signal station, Potomac 
Kiver, Virginia, $15,000, which was appropriated. 
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Colonel Casey. The plans approved for this station are those for a 
screw pile. 

Mr. Mann. That has already been appropriated; we made an 
authorization there of $30,000; 

Colonel Casey. And it is not enough. 

Mr. Mann. Thirty thousand dollars is not enough ? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. You will have to leam to do things within the amount 
that is authorized. 

Colonel Casey. I know; but we want to put up something that 
looks nice. 

Mr. Mann. You have no business to do it. You applied for 
$30,000, which was more than you wanted and more than was needed 
at the time, and you ought to have figured it out. It is a good deal 
more than ever should have been appropriated for the place at all. 

Colonel Casey. There is a screw pile light-house at an estimated 
cost of $27,846, similar to one built some years ago. The item for 
the metal work for the substructure was estimated at $8,000, being 
based upon the last successful bid for work of this nature, and also 
upon recent prices for steel from a concern with which the Board has 
had a number of contracts. Two bids were received, the lowest for 
this metal work being $14,933, or $6,933 in excess of the estimate. 
This led to revision of the estimate, as it was thought best, in view of 
the buoyant condition of the iron market at that time, and the upward 
tendency of other materials and labor, to ask for an additional 
$15,000. That is the reason we did it. 

Mr. Mann. As a matter of fact, iron has not changed a cent in 
price for several years. 

Colonel Casey. It is extraordinary the amdunt of the bids that are 
made. 

Mr. Mann. It is extraordinary to me that the men who make the 
estimates in the first place have no conception of what things are going 
to cost. 

Colonel Casey., I do not know who made that estimate, whether it 
was the present engineer or his predecessor. 

Mr. Mann. I expect it was his predecessor, and I think he had better 
figure now upon putting up a building within the cost, $30,000. That 
ought to put up a pretty good light station. 

Colonel Casey. It used to put up a pretty good screw pile light 
station, which is an area covered with screw piles. 

Mr. Mann. What is a screw pile? 

Colonel Casey. They are iron shafts about 8 inches in diameter, 
solid, with a flat screw thread at the base, and that is put right into 
the sand and screwed into the sand. They use a water jet at the same 
time, and they can be put down very cheaply, and when they get there, 
they stay. 

Mr. Mann. What do you say about the Fort McHenry range lights, 
$125,000? 

Commander Helm. They want more than that now, sir. 

Mr. Mann. I suppose so. 

Commander Helm. Of the new aids to navigation in the fifth dis- 
trict, we consider that the most important — ^that is, we consider the 
Cape Henry light- vessel the most important. 

Mr. Mann. You say the Cape Henry light-vessel; the gentlemen 
who were here the other day said that they thought there ought to be 
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established one of these acetylene-gas buoys there instead of a light- 
vessel. 

Commander Helm. I thought you had the bill for the light- vessel. 
As soon as they put this in, that question has come up to the Light- 
House Board, and their experience with that buoy there was sufficiently 
successful to try it again if they had the money to put a buoy in there, 
but we have not that money. 

Mr. Adamson. Did not those people say they were willing to ac- 
cept the buoy in place of the light- vessel ? 

Mr. EscH. No, I think they preferred it, but maybe not. 

Coinmander Helm. They also want a buoy inside of the mouth of 
the Chesapeake, above the middle ground, next to the York Spit. If 
they had three buoys down there, two in place and one as relief, it 
would seem to me it would answer all the purposes. 

Mr. Mann. Would they require the largest size buoy on the inside? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; there is quite a stretch they want to 
see them, but they should be about that size. 

Mr. Mann. The first size or the second size ? 

Commander Helm. I should think one $8,000 buoy and two buoys 
at about $6,500 a piece would answer the purpose of those two stations 
down there very nicely. I think there is another bill which was in- 
troduced by a Representative from that section for a buoy off this 
middle ground. 

Mr. Adamson. Twenty-two thousand dollars would pay for the 
buoys? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; I think so. That buoy question all 
came up since that light question came in there. 

Mr. Mann. Have you ever been down there? 

Commander Helm. Oh, yes; I have not been down there just to 
look for this particular spot, but I have been down there for other 
reasons. 

Mr. Mann. How necessary is this light off Cape Henry at all ? 

Commander Helm. Well, it is a good thing to have; sometimes it is 
pretty foggy down there, and you can run up close to this light and 
the buoy, but you do not want to get close to the capes. 

Mr. Mann. What occasion is there for a vessel that picks up the 
Cape John light coming from the north to pick up the Cape Henry 
light? 

Mr. EscH. The Cape Henry light is east and south of Cape Charles. 

Mr. .Mann. What good is the Cape Charles light? What is the 
use of it if they can not use it ? 

Commander Helm. I did not say they could not use it. A vessel 
coming down the coast can use the Cape Charles light. If you are 
coming down the coast, you have to keep off those shoals out there ; 
you have to come away in here, and you can not get very close to that 
shore. Now, they want to put a buoy right off here [indicating on 
map]. 

Mr. Mann. What do the vessels do that come from the south? 
What do they pick up when they come up to this entrance here ? 

Commander Helm. In the middle of a bright, clear day they can 
pick up any of them. 

Mr. Mann. If it is a bright, clear day they do not need it. What 
do they do now ; there is no buoy there ? 

Cojnmander Helm. They have to come up here like this and get 
these lights in some way. ^.g,^^, ,^ GoOglc 
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Mr. Mann. They endeavor to pick up the Cape Henry light, do 
they? 

Comixiander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. What is the distance, do you know, across from Cape 
Henry light to Cape Charles light ? 

Commander Helm. It is about 10 miles across. 

Mr. Mann. I mean from the lights I am talking about. 

Commander Helm. To the lights across, you mean ? 

Mr. Mann. Yes. 

Colonel Casey. Cape Charles is some distance up. 

Mr. EscH. A vessel could not pick both up. 

Commander Helm. They can see them both on a clear night. 

Mr. Mann. You think th^t if we would provide, say, three $8,000 
lights — that would make a light for Cape Henry and a light for the 
middle ground and a relief Tight — that that would answer all pur- 
poses for that entrance? 

Commander Helm. It seems to me so; we certainly will do the 
best we can with it. 

Mr. Mann. You ^ave the figures that you did a little less than 
that, but if we provide three for $8,000 you could probably do it. 

Commander Helm. We have to get that submarine bell extra. If 
you make it nine thousand I am sure we can have the bell on it. 

Mr. Mann. Is that more important than the channel range lights 
at Fort McHenry? 

Commander Helm. We thought so, yes, sir; that is the first in the 
district. 

Mr. Mann. Who is responsible for the condition of the light-house 
wharf and the tender, that the act of Congress providing for its re- 
building in Washington has not been carried out ? 

Colonel Casey. I have gone into that pretty thoroughly, and I 
have made some notes on it. The act of March 4, 1907, appropriated 
$30,000. The additional amount wanted is $40,000. The Board in its 
annual report for June 30, 1900, estimated that the old wharf at the 
foot of O and Water streets would cost $60,000 to put it in thorough 
repair. It reduced this estimate to $30,000 in the annual report for 
June 30, 1903, and the appropriation was made March 4, 1907. There 
is a project now on foot to improve the water front of Washington, 
involving the establishment of new bulkhead lines and the construc- 
tion of modern piers. The Board has therefore revised its original 
estimate in order that the wharf should be so built as to fit in with 
the general plans prepared for the improvement of the entire front- 
age by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia. The addi- 
tional amount required is estimated at $40,000 in order to meet the 
new conditions. 

Mr. Mann. You were the engineer last year, were you not ? 

Colonel Casey. I was last year engineer secretary. 

Mr. Mann. You were the one who gave us the figures of $30,000? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir; I took the figures just as they had been 
handed down to us. . . . • 

Mr. Mann. We asked you to make an investigation as to what this 
could be done for ? 

Colonel Casey. That was all right at that time, to build that kind 
of a wharf. In the meantime these plans of the District Commis- 
sioners have come in to build something entirely different. 

Mr. Mann. They want to beautify the city ? 
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Colonel Casey. Yes, sir; partially. They want a substantial steel 
wall, and their pierhead line is moved out considerably farther, about 
40 or 50 feet farther, but they are going to take that off of the land on 
the other side of the channel. 

Mr. Mann. Have they any jurisdiction over the subject? Have 
thej^ control of the matter ? 

Colonel Casey. I do not know just wliat control they have, whether 
it is a recommendation they are going to make or not, but that is the 
plan they have outlined to us, and we are trying to fit in with it. 

Mr. Mann. Which would you prefer to &o, go ahead and rebuild 
this wharf with the appropriation we gave you, or to have that 
repealed ? 

' Colonel Casey. I would rather have it repealed. If we could not 
build a good one, we would rather not have it. 

Mr. Mann. You recommended to us. last year that we appropriate 
$30,000 for this purpose, and at the risk of my life I put it m the 
bill. 

Colonel Casey. I do not want the thing repealed; I want it to 
stay there. 

Mr. Mann. I am in favor of you either going ahead and doing 
it or else repealing the proposition and considering a new proposition. 

Colonel Casey. I would rather hold on to what we have. 

Mr. Mann. Are you going to build the wharf with that money? 

Colonel Casey. We will, in the course of years. 

Commander Helm. I desire to say we need something now ; we 
have to have a place for the boats to land down here. 

Mr. Mann. We do not want to have money authorized here that 
is not going to be used. We have been going on the theory in making 
up these bills that we authorize those things which are absolutely 
essential for immediate use. You say they are not essential. 

Colonel Casey. I do not say it is not essential. 

Mr. Mann. You say it is not essential right now. If you are not 
going to use this money right now, we would better repeal it, if we 
are not going to give you the additional $40,000. 

Colonel Casey. We are in hopes we can build that, because we are 
in hopes that we can build it as a homogeneous whole. 

Mr. Mann. Nobody knows whether this plan is going to be carried 
through or not. 

Mr. Adamson. If you are going to hold it to wait for the plans of 
all the sentimentalists around Washington, we might as well re- 
peal it. 

Colonel Casey. I want to keep the $30,000 I have. , 

Mr. Mann. You want to keep it, but vou do not want to use it. 

Colonel Casey. Yes ; I will use it if you tell me that there is no 
possibility of getting anything more. 

Commander Helm. We need something, because the wharf is in- 
adequate. 

Mr. Mann. We have given you the $30,000; I do not know whether 
we were right or wrong about it. The District Commissioners have 
a new plan, which is not developed, which nobody else is going to act 
upon ; the chances are two to one that it will never be carried through, 
and we do not care to inaugurate it for them. 

Mr. EscH. Will that new pier line or harbor line be forced by the 
Commissioners upon the dock owners in order to have the homo- 
geneous construction you speak about ? r^ T 
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Colonel Casey. I do not know about that; they did not put it before 
us as a case of enforcement at all. 

Mr. Mann. I do not think anybody else proposes to do it at the 
present time. Of course, I am perfectly willing to consider the propo- 
sition as to whether we should give you the $30,000. I doubt whether 
we would be willing to do it now with the thing in an undeveloped 
shape, and personally I am not willing, if I can help it, to make an 
appropriation and let it lie there unused and then keep going into the 
House and saying that we only report things we have to have now. 

Colonel Casey. If you tell me now there is no hope whatever of 
getting that $40,000, 1 will go right to work to spend the $30,000 and 
make a place where we can put our boats. 

Mr. Mann. Nobody can make any such statement as that to you 
about what may be done in the future. But if we do not include the 
$40,000 in this authorization, do you intend, then, to go ahead and 
expend in the next fiscal year the $30,000 already authorized ? 

Colonel Casey. I do, indeed ; I have to have something done. 

Mr. Adamson. And if we do not repeal it you will expend it this 
year on something necessary? 

Colonel Casey. I surely will. 

Mr. Mann. Could you not afterwards extend it easy enough? 

Colonel Casey. That is exactly what I am trying to point out. It 
is sometimes difficult, if you put up something, to add to it and make 
it look as if it were not patchwork, but we will have to do it that way. 
I will try to do it that way as much as I can. 

Mr. Adamson. The best looking buildings the Government has 
here are patchwork — ^the Capitol and the Treasury. 

Mr. Mann. Have you anything to sav about the Diamond Shoal 
light-house? Is that all off? 

Colonel Casey. It was always an absurd proposition, I thought. 
The shoals are shifting all the time ; they would shift out from under- 
neath anything you put there. 

Mr. EscH. Did they not agree upon the suggestion finally ? 

Colonel Casey. I think therp were sug^tions made, but the con- 
tractor did not come to time, and so the thing was annulled. 
' Mr. Mann. I was the only man on the committee with the per- 
sistency and consistency from start to finish to oppose the proposi- 
tion. 

Commander Helm. I was asked about Mr. Thomas's two bills for 
lights in Bogue Sound and Lower Broad Creek. He wants $500 for 
a beacon light at Broad Creek, which has been approved by the 
Board, and then he wants some lights on Bogue Sound, which re- 
quest has been disapproved. 

Mr. Adamson. Which one did you tell him he could have? 

Commander Helm. The beacon light at Broad Creek. 

Mr. Adamson. Will $500 build it? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. He said that you agreed to establish the others; did 
you agree to establish those ? 

Commander Helm. We objected to the Bogue Sound one. 

Mr. Mann. Have you agreed to take care of the lights in Bogue 
Sound, or have you disapproved them entirely ? 

Commander Helm. We disapproved them, sir. 
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Colonel Casey. If the channel were a long straight channel, we 
could do it, but it is a crooked channel and would take a great many 
lights. 

Mr. Mann. Lower Broad Creek, Pamlico County, wants a fixed 
wooden-post lantern light on a 3-pile structure on the shoal on the 
westerly side of West Broad Creek ; you approve of that* do you ? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Adamson. What was the other thing? There was something 
he said they did approve. 

Commander Helm. There is another point about that Bogue 
Sound ; there is little water in there and the channel is very crooked. 
We said that if he could get the engineer to straighten the channel 
we would put a little post light at each end. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, December 28, 1907. 
Dear Sir : Referring to your letter dated December 20, 1907, inclosing a copy 
of the bill H. R. 6206, Sixtieth Congress, first session, " providing beacon lights 
in Bogue Sound, Carteret County, N. C.," this Department has the honor to 
state, at the instance of the Light-House Board, to whom the matter was re- 
ferred, that the proposed establishment of lights in the dredged channel through 
Bogue Sound has been carefully investigated by its local officers, who report 
that on account of the depth of water that can be carried through the sound 
permitting boats drawing only about 4 feet to pass through, the expense of 
erecting and maintaining the lights would not be justified. 

The channel is now marked by some 50 stakes, which are considered suf- 
'flcient. 

This Department, concurring in the views of the Light-House Board, does 
not recommend the passage of the bill. 

Very truly, yours, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary, 
Hon. William P. Hepburn, 

Chairman Committee on Interstat.e and Foreign Commerce, House of 
Representatives, Washington, D. C. 



Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, February J 2, 1908, 
Dear Sir : With reference to the committee's letter of December 20, 1907, in- 
closing for the consideration of this Department a copy of H. R. 6207, " To 
provide a beacon light in Lower Broad Creek, Pamlico County, N. C," I have 
the honor to state that the Light-House Board, to which this matter w^as re- 
ferred, states that the establishment of a fixed white post-lantern light on a 
3-pile structure on the shoal on the westerly side of Lower Broad Creek is 
desirable. 

These views of the Light-House Board meet with the approval of this Depart- 
ment, and it therefore recommends the passage of the bill in question. 
Very truly, yours, 

Oscar S. Straus, Secretary, 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and FoREKiN Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 



Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, February 17, 1908. 
Dear Sir: Referring to the conmiittee's letter dated February 13, lOOS, inclos- 
ing a copy of H. R. 16980, ** To authorize additional aids to navigation in the 
light-house establishment, and for other purposes," and asking that the commit- 
tee be furnished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper touching the 
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merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage, this Department has the 
honor to submit the following information relative to the various items in the 
bill and in the order in which they occur therein : 

1. " For additional land for the extension of the light-house depot at Edge- 
moor and improvements to wharves at a cost not to exceed $41,000." 

The Light-House Board,, to which this matter was referred, states that the 
harbor space between the upper and lower wharf is 'not suflacient to allow ten- 
ders to lie up and down stream alongside of the bulkhead wharf, and the 
harbor should therefore be widened by the acquisition of a strip of land on the 
southwest side of the reservation, 100 feet wide on the river front and extend- 
ing back from low-water line to the rear of the present light-house lot. It is 
estimated that the additional land and improvements to the wharves at this 
depot will cost about $41,000. 

2. " For two dwellings for the custodians at Edgemoor light-house depot at a 
cost not to exceed $16,000." 

The keepers of this depot are now obliged to live in Wilmington, which is 
about 4 miles distant. So much Government property is stored at this depot 
that it would seem necessary to have them in attendance at all times. At pres- 
ent the depot is left unattended at night and on Sundays and holidays. There 
are now two keepers, and it is estimated that the cost of the two dwellings will 
be $8,000 a piece, or $16,000 in all. 

3. " For oil house for the storage of mineral oil at a cost not to exceed 
$1,500." 

It is also of the utmost importance that a separate storehouse for oil should 
be provided at this depot to avoid the present dangerous conditions that fre- 
quently exist in the storage of oil in inflammable buildings. The estimate there- 
for is $1,500. 

4. " For removal and reestablishment of Schooner Ledge range front and rear 
lights at a cost not to exceed $10,650." 

The necessity for the removal is due to a change in the position of the axis 
of the dredged channel recently made by the War Department, which will re- 
quire the reestablishment of the lights on a line 250 feet to the eastward of 
their present positions and parallel to the old range line. The front light will 
be placed off shore and located upon a mound of rubble stone deposited there 
by the Engineer Department in connection with its work on Schooner Ledge. 
The rear light will be moved to its new site without affecting the other build- 
ings at the station and within the limits of the present reservation. 

The Light-House Board has taken the proper measures to establish temporary 
lights on the new range, and the work is now underway, but the permanent 
lights should be built as soon as possible, and it is estimated that $10,650 will 
be required for this purpose. 

5. *' The limit of cost for establishing light and fog signal at the Elbow of 
Cross Ledge, Delaware Bay, authorized by the act approved April 28, 1904, is 
hereby increased by the sum of $21,500, so as to make the total limit of cost 
$96,500 instead of $75,000, as heretofore authorized." 

The caisson or pier for the light tower, which is on a submarine site, has 
been placed in position and sunk about 9^ feet below the bottom of the bay 
upon a firm sand foundation. It has been filled with concrete and a temporary 
light installed. All the riprap outside the caisson needful for the protection 
of the bottom against scour has been deposited. The amended plans and speci- 
fications for the superstructure have been finished and approved by the Light- 
House Board, and active work upon this portion of the structure now awaits 
an additional appropriation. The Board therefore recommends that $21,500 be 
appropriated for this purpose. 

6. " That the Secretary of Commerce and Labor be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to expend so much of the appropriation of $40,000 authorized 
by the act of March 3, 1905, for the establishment of a light and fog-signal sta- 
tion at Goose Island flats, Delaware River, as may be necessary to establish a 
temporary light, not to exceed in cost the sum of $15,000." 

In accordance with the provisions of the act mentioned above, test borings 
were made in the vicinity of Goose Island flats and a site selected and approved 
by the Light-House Board. A preliminary project for the structure was also 
under way, when it was brought to the attention of the Board that owing to the 
uncertainty of the position of the dredged channel in the Delaware River at 
Goose Island flats the establishment of a permanent light-house and fog signal on 
the east side of the channel at the point selected should be deferred. The matter 
was thoroughly considered, and it is now recommended that there should be 
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established a temporary light, on an ice-proof structure, without a fog signal, 
in this locality until such time as the limits of the dredged channel can be de- 
termined and a site selected for the permanent station, which may be years 
hence. The Light-House Board estimates that such a structure can be built 
for about $15,000, and recommends that the present appropriation be made avail- 
able for this purpose in the manner stated in the bill. 

7. " For completing the .reestablishment of Reedy Island range lights, Dela- 
ware River, $25,000." 

The acts approved March 3, 1901, and June 28, 1902, appropriated in all 
$90,000 for the reestablishment of the Port Penn, Reedy Island, and Finns 
Point ranges, Delaware River, on new sites to suit the changes in the dredged 
channels of the river. This work is now almost completed, and it is estimated 
that $19,500 is required for the purchase and erection of a suitable tower for 
the new Reedy Island rear range. This tower was not included in the original 
estimate, as it was proposed to ultilize the tower of the Finns Point rear range 
light for that purpose, but as the Light-House Board now proposes to retain 
Finns Point range this plan must be abandoned. It is also estimated that 
$5,500 is needed for the completion of the work as originally estimated, as the 
prices for labor and materials have materially increased since the estimate was 
made« The Light-House Board therefore recommends that an appropriation 
of $25,000 be made for completing the work. 

• 8. " The limit of cost for establishing a light and fog-signal station on Joe 
Flogger Shoal, Delaware Bay, authorized by the act approved June 30, 1906, 
is hereby increased by the sum of $20,000, so as to make tftie total limit of cost 
$95,000, instead of $75,000, as heretofore authorized." 

A* site was selected and a test boring was made in July, 1907. Of the author- 
ized sum of $75,000 for the construction of this light station $40^000 was appro- 
priated by the act approved June 30, 1906. It is now estimated, under the 
present conditions of labor and material, that the cost of the structure, due to 
prevailing high prices and probable changes in consti-uction similar to those 
required at Elbow of Cross Ledge, will increase the original estimate about 
$20,000 more. The Light-House Board therefore recommends that the total 
limit of cost be placed at $95,000 and that an appropriation of $55,000 be made 
in addition to the $40,000 already appropriated. 

This Department, concurring in the views expressed above regarding the 
various items, respectfully recommends the passage of the bill. 
Very truly, yours, 

OsoAB S. Straus, Secretary. 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 

Thereupon, at 12.30 o'clock p. m., the committee took a recess until 
2.30 p. m. 



Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 

Thursday^ April 2^ 1908. 



after recess. 

The subcommittee met at 2.30 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Mann. We have Senate bill 3019, for a tender to take the 
place of the Geranium^ for the inspector of the first light-house dis- 
trict, to cost not to exceed $200,000. You approve that at that 
amount ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. You think you can build the vessel for that sum? 

Commander Helm. We are building them now inside of that ap- 
propriation, and I think we can do it again, sir; but it will not ' 
too much. 
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Mr. Mann. House bill 19407, for a light and fog-signal station on 
or near Clark Ledge, entrance to St. Croix River. You say that is 
the most important aid to navigation in the first district? 

Commander Helm. Under consideration ; yes, sir. 

Department of Oommebce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, March 20, 1908. 

Dear Sir : Referring to the committee's letter dated Marcli 18, 1908, inclosing 
a copy of H. K. 19407, " Establishing a light and fog-signal station on or near 
Clark Ledge, entrance to St. Croix Kiver, State of Maine," and asking that the 
committee be furnished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper touch- 
ing the merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage, I have the honor to 
submit the following information: 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that this 
ledge, which is bare at low water, is at the entrance to St. Croix River, Maine. 
It lies about 375 yards above Todd Head, and is about 300 feet from shore. It 
is situated in a very strong tidal current, and is, undoubtedly, a great menace 
to navigation. The average rise of tide is 18.2 feet. In the passage between 
Clark Ledge and Deer Point, about five-eighths of a mile to the north of the 
ledge, there are whirlpools which, on spring tides, extend two-thirds of the 
way across the passage between Deer Point and Dog Island, about one-quarter 
of a mile northeasterly from Clark Ledge. These whirlpools are also a menace 
to navigation and, in endeavoring to avoid them, several vessels, it is reported, 
have been wrecked on both Clark Ledge and Dog Island. A light with fog signal 
is much needed at this point to guide vessels clear of the dangers of the whirl- 
pools, of Dog Island, and of Clark Ledge itself, and stands No. 2 in order of 
importance of the new aids to navigation needed in the first light-house dis- 
trict. The estimated cost is $50,000. The legislature of Maine has already 
conveyed title to the ledge and jurisdiction over it to the United States. 

It is respectfully suggested that the words " and for that purpose the sum of 
fifty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated " be added to the bill after the word " dollars," in 
the sixth line. 

With this addition to the bill, this Department recommends that it be passed. 
Very truly, yours, 

Oscar S. Straus, Secretary. 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 



Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 

House of Representatives, 
Washington, March 28, 1908. 
My Dear Congressman: Yours of the 26th instant to Hon. Llewellyn Pow- 
ers, M. C, notifying him that a subcommittee of the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce will be pleased to hear him on Monday next relative to 
bill H. R. 19407, copy of which is herewith Inclosed, has been handed me for 
reply. 

Governor Powers is absent from the city and is confined to his bed by sick- 
ness. Except for the fact that I have called a meeting of the subcommittee of 
which I am a member for the same hour I would appear before your committee 
Monday. 

Mr. Merritt, secretary to Governor Powers, will therefore appear and explain 
matters. I know the proposition is a very worthy one and I earnestly hope 
favorable action will be taken thereon. 

Sincerely, yours, E. C. Burleigh. 

Hon. James R. Mann, 

Chairman Subcommittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 

Mr. Mann. House bill 15118, for a light station on Duck Island. 
You do not approve of that at present? 

Commander Helm. No; and I can show you the reasons. 
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Mr. Mann. I do not c,are anything about the reasons for it if you 
disapprove it. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
WashingtoUy February 15, 1908. 
Dear Sir: Referring to the committee's letter of January 25, 1908, inclosing 
for the consideration of this Department a copy of H. K. 15118, *' to establish 
a light station on Duck Island, Isles of Shoals, State of Maine," I have the 
honor to inform you that the Light-House Board, to which this matter was 
referred, states that in its opinion a light station should not be established on 
Duck Island, Isles of Shoals, Maine, for the reason that the lights and fog 
signals already on Isles of Shoals and Boon Island very well meet the present 
requirements of navigation in that locality, and because there are many other 
points in the first and second light-house districts where aids to navigation are 
much more urgently needed. 

These views of the Light-House Board meet with the approval of this Depart- 
ment, and it therefore recommends that the bill in question be not passed. 
Very truly, yours, 

Oscar S. Straus, Secretary, 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 11344 for a light and fog-signal station at 
Negro Point; that you approve? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. We do not mean to say that we do 
not approve the others, sir ; but we think they are of less importance, 
and we can get along better without those that I said we disapproved. 

Mr. Mann. You did disapprove the other. Do you disapprove 
it now? 

Commander Helm. Which one do you mean? 

Mr. Mann. Duck Island. 

Commander Helm. We do not think it is absolutely necessary to 
put it through now. 

Mr. Mann. The one on Negro Point you think is important? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. What is it to cost, $10,000? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Mr. Goulden, do you wish to be heard ? 

Mr. Goulden. Yes, sir; just a word as to that bill for the loca- 
tion of the station at Negro Point. That is a very dangerous point 
of navigation at Hell Gate. The bill was drawn to meet the views 
of the Secretary of Commerce and Labor and the Secretary of the 
Treasury and Mr. Tawney, the chairman of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations. I think it is needed, and I think it ought to be granted. 

Mr. Mann. It is very evident that the bill did not meet the recom- 
mendation and the approval of the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

Mr. Goulden. He simply suggested that it be drawn along cer- 
tain lines, and it ought to be taken for granted it would be approved. 

Mr. Mann. You did not draw it along those lines then? 

Mr. Goulden. It was intended to be. 

Mr. Mann. He bitterly opposes any bill coming from our com- 
mittee making an appropriation. 

Mr. Goulden. That is more of a general policy on the part of the 
distinguished chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, I as- 
sume, not to be applied to this particular one. If it was drawn in 
his own language, I assume he would not oppose it. 
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Mr. Mann. All right. 

Mr. GouLDEN. I have nothing further to say except that it is 
needed. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, January 6, J 908, 

Sir: Referring to your letter dated December 26, 1907, inclosing a copy of 
H. K. 11344, " To provide for the erection of a light-house and fog-signal station 
at Negro Point, Wards Island, in the East River, in New York Harbor," and 
asking that your committee be furnished with such suggestions as may be 
deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage, 
this Department has the honor to submit the following information: 

The Light-House Board, to whom the matter \^as referred, states that a 
number of requests have been made by the American Association of Masters 
and Pilots of Steam Vessels, and others, in the past fifteen years, for a light 
and fog signal at this point, owing to the frequency of fog in the vicinity and 
to aid vessels using the channels of Hell Gate, where navigation is at all times 
difficult. 

A light and fog signal would therefore be of great advantage at Negro Point, 
as there are at present no means, steering southward, of determining when 
to port helm, and the foul water to the westward of the point is a distinct 
menace. 

A portion of the site needed for the proposed station has already been ceded 
by the city of New York, and the amount named in the bill will permit of the 
purchase of an additional portion of land in case it is needed. 

The item stands No. 3 in order of importance of the new aids to navigation 
required in the third light-house district. 

This Department, therefore, concurring in the views expressed above, rec- 
ommends the passage of the bill. 

Respectfully, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary, 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 

Mr. Mann. House bill 16280, for a light-house and fog-signal 
station in Rondout Creek, Hudson River. What do you say as to 
that ? Do you remember about it ? 

Commander Helm. I want to find my notes on it. I have never 
seen it ; no, sir ; but I find from my notes that we consider that im- 
portant. The Light-House Board approved that bill, and here is 
a joint report on it if you care to hear it. 

Mr. Mann. We do not have it in your annual report. 

Commander Helm. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. What is the necessity of it, then? Do you have any 
opinion about it beyond what was given in the letter on the bill? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. You ask for an increase in the amount from $30,000 
to $50,000. 

Commander Helm. We sent it up to the engineer and inspector of 
that district to look into the matter, and they sent back the report to 
establish a light-house and fog-signal station at Rondout Creek, New 
York. 

As to the merits of the bill we have the honor to state the third district 
officers recommend the installation of the light and fog signal. We are of 
opinion that the new light and fog signal as proposed by the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce will be a good adjnnct to the navigation on 
the Hudson, and we believe with the increased cost X)f later years that the sum 
of $30,000 will be inadequate; we think the appropriation ought to be $50,000 
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Mr. Mann. You have no personal knowledge? 
Commander Helm. Xo personal knowledge of that, sir. 
Mr. Mann. The inspector did not* recommend tlie matter until it 
was called to his attention in this bill ? 

Commander Helm. I never heard of it until that bill came up. 
Mr. Maxn. As far as you know, there is no pressing necessity for 

Commander Helm. No, sir; 1 have no information except what I 
have given you. 

Department of Commerce and Laiior, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington^ February 14, 1908. 

Dear Sir : Ueferring to the committee's letter dated P'ebruai-y 5, 1008, inclos- 
ing a copy of H. R. 162S0, " to establish a light-house and fog-signal station 
in Rondout Creek, Hudson lliver, State of New York," and asking that the 
committee be furnislied with such suggestions as may be deemed proper touch- 
ing the merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage, this Department has 
the honor to submit the following information : 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states tliat it is 
of the opinion that the new light and fog signal will be a good adjunct to the 
navigation of the Hudson Kiver. 

It is apparent that the construction of the dike at Rondout, extending about 
a quarter of a mile toward deep water, has diminished the usefulness of the 
main light at this point, in that the dike lights now serve to mark the entrance 
and indicate the channel. 

In view of the increasing imiK)rtance of Rondout, now a city of over 20,000 
inhabitants, and its growing river trade, it is reconmiendetl that an appropria- 
tion be made for the establishment of the main light upon a site immediately 
outside the end of the north dike, and that it be provided with a fog bell. 

It is therefore suggested that the word " in " in the title to the bill, and in 
line 3 be omitted, and the words " at the entrance to " be inserted in its place. 

It is also believed that with the increase in cost of structures in late years the 
sum of $30,000 mentioned in the bill is inadequate, and that the new light, with 
keeper's dwelling, will probably cost $50,000. It is therefore suggested that the 
words ** thirty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary," be 
omitted in lines 6 and 7, and the words " fifty thousand dollars " be substituted 
therefor. 

With these suggestions incorporated in the bill this Department respectfully 
recommends that it be passed. * 

Very truly, yours, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary. 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. What about this Senate bill 2238, for a light-house on 
East Reef 5 near Thimble Island, Long Island Sound ? 

Commander Helm. The Light-House Board does not approve that. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 13450, for a light and fog-signal station in 
Greenville Channel ; have you gentlemen made any special investiga- 
tion of that subject yourselves since you have been on the Board ? 

Commander Helm. I looked at it with the inspector of the district 
when I was in New York not a great while ago. 

Mr. Mann. Did you see any special reason why the Government 
should maintain a light there in place of the Pennsylvania Railroad? 

Commander Helm. We do not need much of a light there anyhow ; 
a lighted buoy would do; we do not think that general navigation 
would need a light -house very much. 

Mr. Mann. You do not think that is an urgent matter, then ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; not from a general standpoint. 
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Department of Ck)MMEBCE and Labob, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washingtohy February 1, 1908. 
Dear Sir : Referring to the committee's letter of January 15, 1968, Inclosing 
a copy of H. R. 13450, " To establish a light and fog signal in New York Bay 
at the entrance to the dredged channel at Greenville, N. J.," in which the com- 
mittee asks to be furnished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper 
touching the merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage, this Department 
states, at the instance of the Light-House Board, to which this matter was 
referred, that a light and fog signal at the point mentioned is desirable as an 
aid to the navigation of the dredged channel oflf Greenville, N. J., the entrance 
to which would be marked by the proposed light. 

This Department therefore, concurring with the views of the Light-House 
Board, respectfully recommends the passage of the bill. 
Very truly, yours, 

Oscar S. Straus, Secretary, 
Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

Rouse of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 31, for a light and fog-signal station in New 
York Bay at the southwesterly end of Governors Island. 

Commander Helm. They do not need to make preparation now, 
because they have not filled in the end of that island, and do not need 
it yet. It will hardly be ready to put up this year. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, January 22, 1908. 
Dear Sir: Referring to the committee's letter dated December 20, 1907, 
inclosing a copy of H. R. 31, "To establish a light and fog signal in New York 
Bay at the southwesterly end of Governors Island," and asking that the com- 
mittee be furnished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper touching 
the merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage, this Department has the 
honor to submit the following information : 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that the 
site will not be ready for the construction to be undertaken during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1909. The sea wall is very nearly finished, but the fill is 
not far advanced, and the location of the proposed light should be about where 
the opening through the sea wall is left to give access to the inclosure to be 
filled. 

This would cause the work on the light-house to interfere with the main 
work now going on, and it is believed that it should not be begun until the 
work of fill and finishing the sea wall shall have been completed, which will 
certainly not be before June 30, 1909, judging from the present progress of the 
work. 

This Department therefore does not recommend the passage of the bill. 
Very truly, yours, 

Oscar S. Straus, Secretary. 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 13270, for a light-ship off Point Judith, 
Rhode Island, and House bill 17518 — your recommendation is for 
the gas buoys, at $8,000? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; and a relief, if we can get it. 

Mr. Mann. Would that be described as a combination acetylene 
gas and whistling buoy? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. That would be the description that we would put in 
the bill? 

Commander Helm. That would be a veiy good one ; yes, sir. 

Mr. EscH. I think it is designated in here. 

37878—08 7 
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Commander Helm. If it is possible to do so, I would like to put 
that at $9,000, for the reason that a submarine Im^II will have to go on 
there in addition, I think. We would be on the safe side if we made 
that $9,000 instead of $8,000. 

Mr. Mann. All right, make it $9,000. The description in the 
bill was a "gas and whistling buoy," but it was said it might be 
called a " combination acetylene gas and whistling buoy." 

Conunander Helm. They want the acetylene because it is the 
best we know. The Pintsch people intend to put a mantle on their 
buoy which will make it the best of -all. 

Mr. Mann. You would like it to be a gas or whistling buoy? 

Commander Helm. A gas and whistling buoy would be all right ; 
it is the best, and that leaves us free to take the latest thing, a 
lighted and whistling buoy in place of gas. 

Mr. Mann. A " lighted ;" I do not see how the word " lighted " 
would go in there very well. A lighted buoy refers to the fact that 
it has a light burning on it. 

Commander HeiJm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. It is not a proper adjective to use; you may say 
"lighting buoy." 

Colonel Casey. Lighted and whistling buoy. 

Mr. Mann. A " light and whistling buoy " would be a proper de- 
scription. 

Colonel Casey. It might be a " light whistling buoy." 

Mr. Mann. You might say a " light and whistling buoy." 

Mr. EscH. Here is the description on page 66 of the report, say- 
ing '" Two of the Wilson light-ship gas and whistling buoys, each of 
which is also fitted with a submarine bell." 

Mr. Mann. But we do not want to describe that to be a combina- 
tion. 

Mr. EscH. They call it " light-ship gas and whistling buoy." 

Commander Helm. They just use that; they call it a light-ship 
because it is a great big thing. 

Mr. Mann. If we describe it as a " light and whistling buoy," 
that would cover it. 

Department of Commebce and Labob, 

WashingtOHy January 16, 1908. 

Sib : Referring to the committee's letter of January 13, 1908, inclosing a copy of 
H. R. 13270, " To construct; and place a light-ship off Point Judith, Rhode Island," 
and asking suggestions touching the merits of the hill and the propriety of its pas- 
sage, this Department has the honor to state that it is informed by the Light- 
House Board, to which the matter was referred, that Point Judith, Rhode Island, 
light station has a good light and a powerful fog signal, with deep water close 
to the shore ; that during the past year an acetylene-gas and whistling buoy, be- 
longing to private parties, was installed for experimental purposes one and a 
quarter miles to the southward and eastward of Point Judith and met the 
needs of navigation, and that two fog signals so close together are undesirable. 

The Board is of opinion that the establishment of this light vessel is inadvis- 
able and that the interest of navigation would be more perfectly met by the 
appropriation of not more than $30,000 for the purchase and establishment of a 
large combination acetylene-gas and whistling buoy with reliefs off Point 
Judith, Rhode Island. 

This Department, therefore, concurring in the opinion of the Light-House 
Board, recommends that this bill do not pass. 

Respectfully, Oscab S. Stbaus, 

Secretary, 

Chaibman Committee on Intebstate and Fobeign Commebce, 

House of Representatives. 
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Mr. Mann. House bill 14396; you think $500 will cover that? 

Commander Hklm. Yes, sir; I think so. We already have au- 
thority to light the river up there as far as Bordentown, but they 
want to extend it up to Trenton. 

Depabtment of Commebge and Labob, 

Washington, January 24, ^908. 

Deab Sib : This Department has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
committee's letter of January 21, 1908, hiclosing a copy of H. K. 14396, "Author- 
izing the Light-House Board to establish post lights on the upper Delaware River 
between Bordentown, N. J., and Trenton, N. J.," and asking that the committee 
be furnished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper touching the merits 
of the bill and the propriety of its passage. 

In reply, this Department begs to state, at the instance of the Light-House 
Board, that the establishment of post lights on the upper Delaware Kiver between 
Bordentown, N. J., and Trenton, N. J., is very desirable, and necessary to subserve 
the best interests of navigation. 

• This Department, therefore, concurring with the views of the Light-House 
Board, respectfully recommends the passage of the bill. 

In order to provide an appropriation to carry into effect the provisions of this 
bill, this Department has the honor to recommend, at the instance of the Light- 
House Board, that the coming sundry civil appropriation bill, under the heading 
of Light-House Establishment, lighting of rivers, be amended by striking out the 
word " Bordentown " and inserting in its place the word " Trenton," which will 
enable the Light-House Board to establish post lights on the Delaware River aU 
the way from Philadelphia to Trenton, instead of stopping at Bordentown, as was 
provided in the last sundry civil appropriation act. 

In this connection the Department respectfully invites your attention to its 
letter of December 24, 1906, on this subject. 

Very truly, yours, Oscab S. Stbaus, 

Secretary, 

Chaibman Committee on Intebstate and Fobeign Commebge, 

House of Representatives, 

Mr. Mann. House bill 10509 for the range lights in McHenry 
channel. 

Commander Helm. I have a map here showing exactly what you 
want. 

Mr. Mann. Let Us look at it. 

(The committee examined the map referred to.) 

Commander Helm. The estimate of February 12, 1906, ^ves a de- 
scription of the lights that they want there, and says it is believed that 
the two structures recommended can be built for $125,000 — ^$85,000 for 
the front light-house and $40,000 for the rear light-house. In April, 
1907, the engineer said that the estimate was largely conjectural in the 
absence of borings and exact data, and there will, of course, be some 
leeway as to the actual cost. I think it prudent to increase the estimate 
by 33 per cent. 

Mr. Mann. I suppose the construction of one of these lights by it- 
self would be of no practical utility ? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir ; not practical. 

Mr. Mann. They have to have a range light there to do any good ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; those channels there are very narrow 
and they have to keep exactly in them, and you get these two lights 
in a line. 

Mr. Mann. I wondered, if we should provide one year for one and 
another year for the other, whether it would be pr'^ctical. 

Commander Helm. No, sir; you have to have ronges there. 
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Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, January 6, J 90S. 

Sir: Referring to your letter dated December 26, 1907, inclosing a cojvy of 
H. R. 10509, "To authorize additional aids to navigation in the Light-House 
Establishment," and asking that your committee be furnished with such sug- 
gestions as may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the pro- 
priety of Its passage, this Department has the honor to submit the following 
information : 

The Light-House Board, to whom the matter was referred, states that the 
Fort McHenry channel is the only channel from Chesapeake Bay to Baltimore 
which is not adequately lighted. The Lazaretto Point light until lately was a 
guide to the harbor, but its recent obstruction by the ejection of high buildings 
now practically destroys its value for this purpose. Steam vessels going to and 
from Baltimore have asked, because of the obstruction of the Lazaretto Point 
light, for the establishment of range lights as a guide for Fort McHenry channel. 
Plans have been carefully considered and the most feasible of them is that for 
the establishment of range lights with the front light near the intersection of 
the Brewerton and Fort McHenry channels. The front light would also serve 
as a turning point for vessels going into or out of the harbor, and the rear light 
tvould indicate the shoal near Rock Point, on the west side of Patapsco River. 
The establishment of such a range would involve considerable expense, but it 
would be fully justified by the great advantage it would confer on the large 
<[iiantlty of traffic representing the commercial interests of this vicinity. 

The Department would respectfully suggest, therefore, that the sentence " on 
that part of the Craighill channel not now lighted by range lights, lying be- 
tween the mouth of the harbor of Baltimore at Fort McHenry and that portion 
of the channel already lighted by range lights," in lines 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, 
be omitted in the bill and the words *• in the Fort McHenry channel " be inserted 
instead. 

In view of the fact that prices of material and labor have advanced from 
20 to 40 per cent since the original estimate was made, it is also suggested that 
the word *' twenty-five," in the first line on the second page, be replaced by the 
word "sixty." 

The proposed range stands number 4 in the order of importance of the new 
aids to navigation required in the fifth light-house district. 

This Department therefore recommends that the bill, modified as suggested 
above, be passed. 

Respectfully, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary, 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 4852, for a light-ship off Cape Henry, and 
House bill 17143, for lighted buoys, one off Cape Henry, one on mid- 
dle ground. As I understand, you think that if we give you $25,000 
there it will be sufficient? 

Commander Helm. Twenty-seven thousand, for three. You re- 
member I changed from $8,000 to $9,000. That was $1,000 for a 
submarine bell, which I think ought to be put on afterwards. 

Mr. Mann. This morning you said you wanted one at $8,000 and 
two at $6,500 each, and thereupon I proposed that we make them 
$8,000 apiece, and now you want them $27,000. 

Commander Helm. That was to put a submarine bell on. 

Mr. Mann. The submarine bells are not of much value down there; 
the boats do not use them. 

Commander Helm. The Baltimore delegation, in coming down 
there and asking these things, said, " We want everything on this — 
a whistle and a light and a submarine bell." 

Mr. Mann. But they have not got them on their boats; could you 
not put the submarine bell on later ? 

Commander Helm. Oh, yes. 
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Mr. Mann. If we give out $25,000 for that, do you not think they 
would be in great luck there? 

Commander Helm. We will do the best we can ; we have done the 
best we can, and I think we can do it that way, but a couple of thou- 
sand dollars is not much more on top of that. 

Depabtment of Commerce and Labor, 

Washington, February 20, 1908, 

Sir : This Department has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the com- 
mittee's letter of February 15, 1908, referring a copy of H. R. 17143, "Authoriz- 
ing the Secretary of Commerce and Labor and the Light-House Board to pur- 
chase and establish lighted buoys at the entrance of the Chesapeake Bay," and 
stated that the Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states 
that the establishment of a large lighted buoy or a light-ship off Cape Henry, 
Va., is a much-needed aid to navigation, and that the completion of the new 
35-foot channel at the entrance to Chesapeake Bay renders necessary the 
establishment of a lighted buoy to the northward of the middle ground near 
the entrance to Chesapeake Bay, that buoys suitable for these purposes cost 
from $5,000 to $15,000 each, and that the Board's estimate for the fiscal year 
1909 does not contemplate the expenditure of the money required to carry this 
authorization into effect. 

The Board recommends, therefore, and this Department concurs in the 
recommendation, that the bill be amended by striking out all after the word 
"same," in the ninth line, and substituting in the place thereof the following 
words " and that the sum of $30,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
be, and the same hereby is, appropriated therefor out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated." 

Very truly, yours, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary, 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 

Mr. Mann. House bill 6206, for beacon lights at Bogue Sound. 
We have already passed on that; and 6207, for a beacon light in 
Lower Broad Creek, we have already passed on that. 

Commander Helm. I understood you were going to allow the last 
one. We recommended one after the straightening of the channel. 

Mr. Mann. Senate bill 3342, for a light-ship opposite the en- 
trance of St. Johns River, Florida. What do you say about the 
necessity of that ? 

Commander Helm. The chairman of the Light-House Board went 
down there especially to examine into that and made a report, which 
I will read to you. 

Mr. Mann. 1 wish you would give us that full report, for we have 
no report on that, and I would like to have it complete. 

Commander Helm. The report from the chairman was that in his 
opinion the establishment of a light vessel in the locality specified 
was a desirable aid to navigation. 

Mr. Mann. That is an opinion easily given, but no reason is sug- 
gested. What is the depth of the water there ? Have you a plat of 
this? Would it be possible to put a gas buoy there? 

Commander Helm. I think they want a fog horn on the light 
vessel ; they insist on a light vessel there. 

Mr. Mann. Does not a whistling buoy take the place of a fog 
horn ? How far can you hear a whistling buoy, ordinarily ? 

Commander Helm. Sometimes you can hear it a mile or two miles, 
and sometimes for some reason you do not hear it until you get 
pretty close. A whistling buoy is operated by the motion of the 
waves, and sometimes it gets pretty loud and sometimes it does not. 

Colonel Casey. It depends on the height of the waves. 
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Commander Helm. Yes ; and the wind, and so forth. 

Mr. Mann. You can not hear a fog horn, sometimes, until you 
get pretty close to it ? 

Commander Helm. Still you are pretty liable to hear them a good 
distance. 

Mr. Mann. How far do you think you can hear a fog horn ordi- 
narily? 

Conunander Helm. Four or 5 miles. 

Colonel Casey. It depends on so many circumstances. 

Mr. Mann. I understand that. 

Colonel Casey. For instance, you could pass through a zone where 
you do not hear them at all. 

Mr. Mann. Yes, we have been all over that; you pass through a 
zone in the House of Representatives and do not hear a man, and 
you pass on the other side and hear him. 

Commander Helm. I have in my mind the Bay of San Francisco; 
there you can hear them 4 or 5 miles sometimes. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, you know the establishment of a light-ship 
does not mean the original cost, but the cost of maintenance. What 
would it cost to maintain one of these acetylene gas and whistling 

buOTS? 

Commander Hjelm. About $200 a year. 

Mr. Mann. It would cost more than that, because you would have 
to take it up and clean it; that would be the expense on the buoy 
itself ; that would not count the labor and the use of the tender in 
handling it; you have to consider that. 

Commander Hj:lm. You are right about that; we have not had 
much experience yet. I told you about what the carbide would 
cost to recharge it. 

Mr. Mann. What does that cost? I do not remember. 

Commander Helm. We had one of them, about ^0 a ton, and we 
'had one of them about seven months, which we figured cost us about 
$109. 

Mr. Mann. That is about a ton in four or five or six months? 

Colonel Casey. Six months, about that. 

Mr. Mann. What is it you use? 

Commander Hjelm. Carbide. 

Mr. Mann. That is the stuflF you make acetylene gas with? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. How do you construct these acetylene buoys that way; 
is the carbide put in the buoy? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; then it goes down to the water, is 
arranged mechanically to touch the water and form a certain amount 
of gas, and arranged mechanically so that the gas pressure insidei 
closes it. 

Mr. Mann. You have not had any blow up? 

Colonel Casey. We have had them blow up down in Mobile. 

Commander Helm. That is the higher pressure ; what I have been 
describing is the low pressure. That is, it feeds to make the gas of 
the necessary pressure, and then, as it gets down, it automatically 
feeds more ana the light goes up. 

Mr. Mann. What do vou want about this entrance of the mouth 
of St. Johns? Do you nnd a sufficient depth of water there? How 
deep water can you put one of these buoys in? 
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Commander Helm. Ten or 12 fathoms without any trouble, prob- 
ably more. 

Mr. Mann. Probably 60 to 70 feet? 

Commander Helm. I do not think there is any trouble about the 
water down here. 

^ Mr. Mann. Why would not a buoy do very well there in place of a 
light-ship? There is not much danger of drifting or anything of 
that sort, is there; no ice gets down to that? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; not a great deal. 

Mr. Mann. There are no very bad storms there, are there? 

Commander Helm. Hurricanes sweep over from the Gulf there. 

Mr. Mann. I do not think they have very bad storms on ttie east 
coast of Florida, do they? 

Colonel Casey. They have terrific winds. 

Mr. Mann. That is news to me; I have been familiar with that 
country for twenty-five years, more or less, and I never heard of 
them. 

Commander Helm. They come across there from the Gulf, pretty 
hard storms. 

Mr. Mann. Not hard enough to affect the location of a buoy, are 
they? 

Commander Helm. As far as that buoy is concerned, it is all right 
for the storm ; it will stand a storm if anything else will. 

Mr. EscH. Is there very much commerce in the St. Johns up to 
Jacksonville? 

Commander Helm. I do not know, sir. 

Mr. Mann. There is more or less commerce that goes into Jackson- 
ville, there is no doubt about that. They do not want it for vessels 
going up and down the coast, they want it as a turning point for 
vessels coming into Jacksonville. 

Commander Hei^m. They claim there is a mist hanging out there 
often which prevents vessels coming along the coast from turning 
in to go to Jacksonville. 

Mr. Mann. If they had a buoy there, do you not think that would 
probably answer? 

Commander Helm. I am not satisfied that it would answer the 
wishes of those people down there. I would like to have Senator 
Taliaferro heard on that, because he is the principal advocate in 
favor of that buoy. 

Mr. Mann. I know, but we would like to have your judgment 
about it. 

Commander Helm. The judgment of the chairman of the Light- 
House Board was that it was a very desirable aid to navigation, but 
not absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Mann. Will you not look into this matter as to whether a 
buoy there will not answer the purposes just as well at that point as 
it will at Cape Henry, where there is far greater commerce, and 
where the purpose is the same, to give vessels a turning point? 

Commander Helm. I can give my own opinion, but in the face of 
all the pressure that is brought I am a little bit modest. As I say, 
Senator Taliaferro and the chairman of the Light-House Board came 
to the conclusion I have given you. I can give you my own opinion 
on that, I suppose, but I do not think it ou^t to be weighed against 
the opinions of these other people. 
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Mr. Adamson. How much would a liffht-ship cost? 

Commander Helm. One hundred and fifteen thousand dollars. 

Mr. Mann. The light-ship is proposed to cost $175,000. 

Mr. Adamson. The bill is for $125,000. 

Commander Helm. We built a lot of them for $115,000. 

Mr. Adamson. The cost is what I wanted to get. 

Commander Helm. You mean to maintain ? 

Mr. Adamson. No ; to build them. 

Commander Helm. One hundred and fifteen thousand dollars. 

United States Senate, 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 

Washington, D. (7., April 5, 1908. 
Hon. J. R. Mann, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. G. 

My Dear Mr. Mann : Your note of March 27, inviting me to appear before 
your committee on ttie morning of March 30 in behalf of my light-ship bill, has 
been received. I was called to Florida as a member of the Senate committee 
to attend the funeral of my colleague, the late Senator Bryan, and, returning 
here on Sunday, your note did not come to my attention until too late for me to 
be present. However, I can make the statement now and trust that it will 
afford ground to justify the incorporation of the item in your bill. 

The St. Johns River has a very large and steadily growing commerce, which 
amounted in 1906, as I recall, to oier $30,000,000. We have a completed project 
of 24 feet of water from Jacksonville to the ocean and practically a daily line of 
steamships between New York and Jacksonville. There is also, I think, a 
steamship line between Jacksonville and Philadelphia. Besides these a con- 
siderable number of tramp ships enter the port, as well as many sailing vessels 
in the coastwise and foreign trade. 

A light-house of comparatively ancient style and design stands at the mouth 
of the river, but is so located and of such meager power that vessels quite fre- 
quently lose the bar and pass it many miles to the southward. Indeed, it has 
been the case quite often that the Clyde ships established their location by the 
lights of a large summer hotel on the beach some miles south of the bar. 

The shore line of beach and dunes, back of which are wide expanses of 
marshes without forests, headlands, or other characterizing features, is so low 
and uniform that, without running dangerously near the coast, a vessel is un- 
able to determine her exact location, especially in fog or haze or bad weather 
of any kind. 

The growing commerce of the St. Johns River has not been safeguarded as 
I hope it will be by adequate aids to navigation, one of the most important of 
which a light-ship would supply. 

The Jacksonville Board of Trade, the St. Johns River Pilot Assdciation, the 
Board of Pilot Commissioners, the steamship lines and their captains to a man, 
have all indorsed the project; the Light-House Board recommends it; and, if 
you personally knew the situation and conditions, you would, I am sure, yery 
heartily favor it. 

I commend the bill to your favorable consideration, and thank you in ad- 
vance for your interest in the matter. 

With kind regards, very truly, yours, 

Jas. p. Taliaferro. 

Mr. Mann. Let me ask about the need of the new tender for the 
sixth light-house district in place of the Pharos, 

Colonel Casey. They are more poorly off for tenders in that dis- 
trict than they are in any other. 

Mr. Mann. Worse off than in the first? 

Colonel Casey. Very much more ; they have not anything to go to 
sea at all. 

Mr. Mann. Suppose we should allow one tender in the proposed 
bill? 

Commander Helm. This is a little one, for $25,000, a launch or a 
naphtha boat. 
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Colonel Casey. They do not want much; they have asked for but 
$25,000. 

Mr. Mann. You think you could build a new engineer's tender for 
$25,000? 

Colonel Casey. That is what they wanted, but they have found 
out afterwards that the expenses for drafting would have to come out 
of that, and they wanted that net. v 

Mr. Mann. We just provided for a new tender in that district. 
The act approved March 4, 1907, provided $70,000 for building, com- 
pleting, equipping, and outfitting complete for service a new steam 
tender for use in the shore and inland waters. This tender is being 
built under contract which provides that it shall be finished within 
a year. 

Colonel Casey. That is the fifth district, is it not ? 

Commander Helm. That is all right, it is an inspector's tender, 
a big vessel. 

Mr. Mann. You said they were so badly off; we just provided for 
one tender. 

Colonel Casey. What district is that? 

Mr. Mann. In the sixth, as provided by the act of last year. You 
can look that up later, and if you have any suggestions, send them in 
to us. 

Commander Helm. I know the tender we have there; that will not 
go where this launch is intended to go. 

Mr. Mann. I understand; but we can not provide everything in 
one district. They have to take turn about. Take the seventh dis- 
trict ; you want a light down at Cape Romand, on the island forming 
that cape, about 33 miles southeast from Sanibel Island, Florida. 
How much needed is that? It is to cost $45,000. You say there is 
no light between Sanibel Island and Key West, something over 100 
miles ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. How much dependent is commerce upon those lights 
along there ? 

Commander Helm. I can show that better on the map. 

(Commander Helm explained the situation on the map to the com- 
mittee.) 

Mr. Mann. That is not absolutely necessary at present, is it? Has 
there been any recent complaint about the light ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; I have not heard that it is pressing. 

Mr. Mann. How about that light at Sabine Pass, in the eighth 
district — House bill 17155 ? Is there any doubt about the need of that 
light down there at the end of the east jetty? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; we think that light ought to be there. 

Mr. Mann. There is a very large commerce there, as I under- 
stand it. 

Commander Helm. And growing, I think. 

Mr. Mann. And they have constructed these jetties and there is no 
light there at all? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; it seems to be a very necessary point, 
and there is a commerce of quite a size growing, and great pressure 
is brought to make better navigation. 
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Mr. Mann. We provided, some years ago, $86,000 for establish- 
ing a light station at the outer end of one of the jetties at Galveston 
Harbor, changing the characteristics of Bolivar Point light. You 
want $10,000 more for that? 

Colonel Casey. The matter of the site for this station was finally 
settled in November, 1908, and the piles to carry the structure were 
driven through the rock work of the jetty in May, 1905, after a great 
deal of trouble, it being a most difficult job. Flans for a structure 
to suit these piles were then made, and the lowest bids received for 
the metal, $18,910, and for the erection, $8,440, amounting to $22,350, 
which was in excess of the $19,320.68 available. 

Mr. Mann. You say " available;" there was an appropriation of 
$85,000 for it. 

Colonel Casey. That was the only amount available then. 

Mr. Mann. I know, but we would like to know about that. 

Colonel Casey. An additional sum of $10,000 is therefore requested. 
The expenditure of $15,679.32 on the surveys, preliminary plans, in 
sections, driving the piles, and the work incidental thereto is princi- 
palhr due to the difficult pile driving encountered. 

]Mt. Mann. What is the amount you say that was expended on the 
preliminary work? 

Colonel Casey. Fifteen thousand six hundred and seventy-nine 
dollars and thirty-two cents. 

Mr. Mann. And that was for what purpose? 

Colonel Casey. Surveys, preliminary plans, sections, driving piles, 
and work incidental thereto. 

Mr. Mann. That seems like an enormous amount of money to 
spend for that purpose. 

Colonel Casey. The fact that the metal work and erection- ran 
above the balance available is due to the prevailing prices of labor 
and materials in 1907, when the bids were submitted, and also due to 
the fact that the plans call for a very substantial structure, in view 
of the effects of the Galveston hurricane. The driving of the piles 
was very expensive, and that, with the surveys and preliminary plans, 
and so on, used up a large amount of that appropriation, so that at 
the time when the bids were opened there was only $19,320.68 avail- 
able. The bids amounted to $22,350. 

Mr. Mann. They have gotten along with it ever since 1896. Do they 
need it now ? 

Colonel Casey. We have gone so far with it I think we had better 
finish it, and it is a very essential work. 

Mr. Mann. What about the light-house depot down there at San 
Jacinto? 

Commander Helm. Here it is on the map. 

Mr. Mann. What does that cover? 

Commander Helm^ That covers the buoy depot at Galveston, for 
the reason that the tender in that district has to carry buoys trom 
Port Eads on the Mississippi River. 

Mr. Mann. You now want to construct a covered buoy wharf 
there? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; a depot shed. 
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Mr. Mann. At the cost of $18,000? 

Commander Helm. I have the explanation here; it lias been 
changed. 

Mr. Mann. You originally figured that it could be done for $5,000 
with an uncovered wharf, and now want a covered wharf; why do 
you need a covered wharf there? Would it hurt these buoys and 
cans, and so forth, to stay outdoors? 

Conmiander EEelm. They made a report first for $18,000, then thw 
reduced that to $6,000 for this reason, because of the probable diffi- 
culty of securing an appropriation for the larger amount at an earlier 
date, and they wanted the appropriation as soon as possible, on ac- 
count of the urgent necessity for some accommodation for this point. 

Mr. Mann. You carried for five years in your annual reports a rec- 
onimendation for $18,000, then you carried for three years in your 
reports a recommendation for $5,000, and now you have carried for 
two years a recommendation for $18,000 ; that is ten years' time. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. And still there has been no great damage there. If you 
get a $5,000 wharf, would it not cover the purpose? 

Commander Helm. The necessity for a covered buoy wharf at Gal- 
veston is now more urgent than ever. I think, so far as I know, that 
they have been paying a great deal of attention to Galveston Har- 
bor of late years, more than when they first started this, and I know 
they have improved the class of buoys, and of course it would be a 
great advantage to have that station, there is no doubt about that, 

Mr. Mann. House bill 314, for a light and fog-signal station at 
Milwaukee Bay. You report that this is the most important aid in 
the ninth district. 

Commander Helm. Did you say a light vessel ? 

Mr. Mann. I said aid. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; that is all right. 

Mr. Mann. You regard that as the most important one on Lake 
Michigan? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington^ December 2Jh 1907. 

Dear Sir: Referring to your letter dated December 20, 1907, Inclosing a 
copy of the bill H. R. 314, Sixtieth Congress, first session, " To authorize the 
establishment of a light and fog-signal ship in Milwaukee Bay, Lake Michi- 
gan," and requesting that the committee be furnished with such suggestions 
as may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the propriety 
of its passage, this Department has the honor to submit the following informa- 
tion, based upon a report dated January 10, 1907, from the officers of the ninth 
light-house district to the Light-House Board : 

" Milwaukee entrance lies in the bight of Milwaukee Bay. What is known 
locaUy as South Point projects nearly 3 miles to the eastward and North Point 
projects nearly 2 miles to the eastward of a north and south line drawn through 
the outer ends of the piers constituting the entrance to the inner harbor of MU- 
waukee. Vessels bound to Milwaukee from off Point Betsie, following the 
course usually pursued by vessels from other lakes bound for Milwaukee, neces- 
sarily shape their course so as to pass close by North Point. In foggy weather 
or during snowfall these vessels are in danger of striking upon North Point 
and have frequently done so. South Point is a similar hazard to vessels 
approaching Milwaukee from the southward. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J08 



ADDITIONAL AIDS TO NAVIGATIOK. 



" The following table shows the vessels that have stranded near Milwaukee in 
the last three seasons of navigation : 



Name of vessel. 


Locality. 


Accident. 


Date. 


Loss. 


Oar ferry P. M. No. 19 1 


Pox Point 


Stranded ' Feb. 6.ifi04 


$65,000.00 


Steamer James B. Langdon 

Steamer Ramapo* 


Near North Point- 
Near Milwaukee 


do 

do 


July 8,1004 
Sept. 16,1904 
Oct. 9,1904 
Sept. 17, 1905 
Nov. 2,1905 
do 

Anr. 26.1006 


2.500.00 
26,000.00 


Steamer Wawatam ^ 

Steamer City of Glasgow 

Steamer loiwa 

Steamer Appomattox and barge San- 
tiago. 
Steamer Starrucca 


North Point 

do..-__ __. 

South Point 

North Point 


do 

do 

do- 

do 

do 


11,500.00 

2,000.00 

14,210.38 

135,000.00 

22,000.00 


Steamer Orion 


do 1 Nov. 16-1906 


5,000.00 












283,210.33 



" The losses stated in the table express approximately the immediate losses 
only. The indirect losses, such as lost time to vessels, etc., would largely in- 
crease the figures if they could be ascertained. 

" It is believed that if a light-ship were established as proposed it could be 
maintained in position until late in December and reestablished by the 1st of 
April or earlier. 

" It will be noted that only one of the strandings shown in the table occurred 
during the season when the light-ship would not be in position. 

"It is believed that if a light vessel with suitable fog signal had been in the 
position indicated during the past three seasons nearly all of the strandings 
would have been avoided, as vessels would no longer be obliged to hug North 
or South Point, but would direct their courses toward the light-ship from which 
they would take up a new course for the piers." 

This Department would further state that the matter stands No. 1 in the 
order of importance of new aids required in the ninth light-house district, as 
will be noted in the forthcoming annual report of the Light-House Board, and 
therefore recommends that an appropriation of $75,000 be made for the purpose 
of constructing and establishing the proposed light vessel. 
Very truly, yours, 

Oscar S. Straus, Secretary, 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 16083, for a light-ship at Southeast Shoal, 
off North Manitou Island, Lake Michigan. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; we have that marked No. 2. 

Mr. Mann. You regard that as the next most important? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. But you regard the one at Milwaukee as more im- 
portant than that ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Mr. Mann. I guess you will hardly get both of them. 

Department of Commebce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, February 7, 1908. 
Dear Sir : This Department has the honor to acltnowledge the receipt of the 
committee's letter of February 4, 1908, inclosing a copy of the bill H. R. 1(5083, 
♦* To authorize the establishment of a light and fog-signal ship on or near the 
Southeast shoal, off North Manitou Island, Lalte Michigan," and asking that the 
committee be furnished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper touch- 
ing the merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage. 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, recommends the 
establishment of this aid to navigation. There is a light and fog-signal station 
on North Manitou Island. In recent years, owing to the deeper loading of the 
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lake steamers, a shoal has developed southeast of the North Manltou Island. 
With the exception of this shoal this is the safest passage through Lal^e Michi- 
gan, and is largely used. Owing to the close proximity of Pyramid Point to the 
eastward, it is impracticable for masters to accurately locate the position of 
their vessels in thiclt weather, and a light vessel on the easterly end of South- 
east shoal would aid them in passing through this narrow channel in foggy 
weather. 

It is suggested that the word " vessel " be substituted for the word ** ship " In 
the first line of the title of the bill and in the fifth and twelfth lines of the first 
section; and also that the following paragraph be included as the third section 
of the bill : 

" Sec. 3. The Light-House Board is authorized to employ temporarily at 
Washington not exceeding three draftsmen, to be paid at current rates, to pre- 
pare the plans for the light vessel, such draftsmen to be paid from the appropri- 
ation for building this light vessel, such employment to cease and determine on 
or before the date when, the plans for this vessel being finished, proposals for 
building this vessel are invited by advertisement." 

This Department concurs in the recommendations of the Light-House Board 
and recommends that the bill, amended in accordance with the above sugges- 
tions, be passed. 

Very truly, yours, Oscab S. Straus, 

Secretary. 

Ghaibman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 15942, for a light and fog-signal station on 
Lansing shoal, Lake Michigan. That is a proposition which would 
be similar to the light station on White shoal, to cost $260,000. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. I think it is very evident that we could not give you 
that this year. I do not believe it is worth while discussing it ; there 
is a light-ship there now ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, February 5, 1908, 

Dear Sir : This Department has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
committee's letter of February 1, 1908, inclosing a copy of the bill H. R. 15942, 
" To authorize the establishment of a light and fog signal on Lansing shoal. 
Lake Michigan," and asking that the committee be furnished with such sugges- 
tions as may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the propriety 
of its passage. 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that Lansing 
shoal is located northeasterly from Squaw Island about 4f miles, and bounds 
on the northward the narrow passage through which pass east or west bound 
vessels between the Straits of Mackinac and the northern part of Lake Michi- 
gan. The shoal consists of a number of detached shallow spots with depths 
less than 20 feet ; the shallowest water shown on the chart is 17 feet, but it is 
probable that there are spots shoaler than this. 

The present aids to navigation consist of two fixed red lantern lights and a 
steam fog signal, both upon a light vessel moored in 33 feet of water. 

The number of large vessels passing by Lansing Shoal is constantly increas- 
ing. In the late fall and early spring, when navigation into Lake Superior is 
closed on account of ice, there are periods when vessels may still enter Lake 
Michigan from the lower lakes, and there is a considerable augmentation of coal 
shipments to Lake Michigan during these periods. It is impossible to leave on 
station the light vessel at Lansing Shoal until the Straits of Mackinac are closed 
by ice, and in the spring it is impracticable to have the vessel back on iK)st be- 
fore the rush of vessels to Lake Michigan begins. 

For the reasons stated it is believed that a fixed light and fog signal should 
be established on Lansing Shoal. The position of Lansing Shoal and neigh- 
boring water Is shown on chart of " Beaver Island Group, Including the north- 
east end of Lake Michigan from Manistique to St. Helena Shoal," Catalogue 
Ma., to which attention is invited. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



110 ADDITIONAL AIDS TO NAVIGATION, 

On account of the great exposure of Lansing Shoal and the depth of water 
thereon, It is believed that the cost of the aids to navigation recommended will 
be $250,000. 

This Department therefore, concurring in the views of the Light-House Board, 
recommends the passage of the bill. 

Very truly, yours, Oscab S. Stbaus, 

Secretary. 
Chairman Committee on Intebstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Repreaentativea, Washington, D, O. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 16941, for a gas buoy with fog signal at- 
tached on or near Garden Island Shoal, Lake Michigan, at a cost of 
$7,500, which you say would require a relief buoy, at a total cost of 
$16,000. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. What is this, one of these gas and whistling buoys? 

Commander Helm. It is the same as we have been talking about; 
there is no other in that vicinity so far. 

Mr. Mann. There is none up on the lakes now ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; not of that class. Of course, if we had 
that one and had to take it in, we could take a Pintsch gas buoy there. 

Mr. Mann. These gas buoys on the ocean are one thing; the trouble 
with the light-ships on the lakes is that they have to be taken in be- 
fore navigation ceases. 

Commander Helm. The tuoys are the same way. 

Mr. Mann. The buoys would be in the same condition ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. It would be cheaper, of course, to operate the gas 
buoys, say on Lansing Shoal, than the light-ship ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Would it be as effective? 

Commander Helm. On Lansing Shoal they want a light-ship up 
there. 

Mr. Mann. I know what they want ; they have a light-ship there. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Off North Manitou Island they have some sort of 
buoy there now ; what is it? 

dommander Helm. The ordinary whistle on a buoy will not take 
the place of a fog whistle. I do not think it is reliable enough and 
can be heard far enough. A light-ship is very much better. The 
bells attached are not as good, because the vessels have to be equipped 
with receiving apparatus and all of them are not so equipped. 

Mr. Mann. They have a few submarine signals up there? 

Commander Helm. Yes. I asked Mr. Livingston, and he said he 
wanted those bells put there. I said, " Then we will take in the fog 
whistles." He said, " No ; the old people will not get the apparatus 
for the submarine bells." We would have to get the whistles for the 
people who would not get the apparatus, so I do not think we can 
replace them at the present time. 

Mr. Mann. What light is there now off Manitou Island? 

Commander Helm. At Southeast Shoal there is a red gas buoy. 

Mr. Mann. If they had an acetylene gas and whistling buoy, I 
should think they would be very well fixed. I doubt whether we can 
give them that this year. 

Colonel Casey. The trouble with any form of buoy is that they 
have to be taken in early in the season. 
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Mr, Mann. But that is not the trouble there; all of those aids to 
navigation have to be taken in early in the season. A vessel that 
comes from the north end of Lake Michigan south now, after it gets 
to be freezing weather has to come at a time when she is mighty care- 
ful ; there are no aids to navigation left there to speak of. 

Colonel Casey. Except permanent light-houses. 

Depabtment of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Segretabt, 
Washington, February 5, 1908, 

Dear Sir : This Department has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
committee's letter of February 1, 1908, inclosing a copy of H.R. 15941, "To 
authorize the establishment of a gas buoy with fog-signal attachment on or 
near Garden Island Shoal, Lake Michigan," and asking that the committee be 
furnished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper touching the merits 
of the bill and the propriety of its passage. 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that this 
shoal is located very close to the direct course of vessels from the Straits of 
Mackinac bound westward, being about 5^ miles ENE. from Squaw Island 
light. It is now marked by a third-class red and black spar buoy, which is 
deemed inadequate. In the interests of navigation this shoal should be marked 
more distinctly, and it is therefore recommended that an acetylene gas buoy, 
with an automatic fog bell, be located on this shoal. 

The commerce to be especially benefited includes nearly all of that between 
the lower lakes and Green Bay ports. This includes the ore bound to Lake 
Erie ports from the great ore port of Escanaba, Mich. In addition, especially 
In the autumn when the prevailing winds are westerly, a considerable portion 
of the vessels passing between the Straits of Mackinac. 

Mr. Mann. Here is House bill 15936, for a fog-signal station at 
Grand Point au Sable, on Lake Michigan. 

Commander Helm. That seems to be a pretty important point 
there. The chart will show the position of it. 

Mr. Mann. That is proposed to be done at an expense of $11,000? 

Commander Helm, x es. 

Mr. Mann. All you need there is a fog signal ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. That is between Point Betsie and Manistee? 

Commander Helm. Between Point Betsie on the north and Manis- 
tee on the south. 

Mr. Mann. The lights at Point Manistee and Ludington are in 
buovs, I believe ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. 1 know how that lies ; I have it in my mind ; we have 
been up there several times. The Point au Sable sticks out in the 
lake a little way ; the vessels coming up there have no protection at 
all. 

Commander Helm. No; not for fog. It is a place where vessels 
would want to go close up to fix their point of departure in foggy 
weather. 

Mr. Mann. You regard that as quite important? 

Commander Helm, x es, sir ; it seems to me so. 

Department of Commerce and Labob, 

Office of the Segbetaby, 

Washington, February 5, 1908. 

Deab Sib : This Department has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 

committee's letter of February 1, 1908, inclosing a copy of H. R. 15036, "to 

authorize the establishment of a fog signal at Grand Point au Sable, Michigan, 

on Lake Michigan,'' and asking that the committee be furnished with such sug- 
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g€stions as may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the 
propriety of its passage. 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that vessels 
bound from the Straits of Mackinac to Chicago, or South Chicago, or vice 
versa> take a straight course from or to Point Betsie, leaving a narrow margin 
when passing abreast of Big Point Sable. 

The signals at Manistee and Ludington pierheads, being in deep bays, one on 
each side of this point, are naturally ineffective in conveying to the vessels 
information as to their distance off the point. 

The number of vessels bound through has increased materially of late years, 
and in a short time there will be a further increase by reason of extensive 
growth of business to be expected at South Chicago, 111., and Gary, Ind. 

Mariners are making strenuous complaints as to the absence of a fog signal 
at Grand Point au Sable, and the Light-House Board is strongly impressed with 
the need of immediately establishing one. 

This Department therefore, concurring in the views expressed above, recom- 
mends the pasage of the bill. 

Very truly, yours, Oscab S. Straus, 

Secretary, 

Chaibman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. Jlouse bill 7591, for a light station at Indiana Harbor; 
you have made a recommendation against that ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. That is somewhat in the same position as Green- 
ville, N.J. ? 

Commander Helm. That is the way we understand it, and that is 
the report of the district officers. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, Greenville, N. J., is practically the terminal 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

Commander Helm. We have a joint report of the officers out there, 
and they describe this harbor as a private aid to navigation. 

Mr. Mann. There is a private aid to navigation now, because they 
need an aid to navigation, but there are a great many concerns there. 

Commander Helm. The report is that the harbor in question is a 
private aid to navigation, and is utilized as such. 

Mr. Mann. The fact is that so far as the harbor is concerned there, 
it was constructed by the people who laid out Indiana Harbor, but 
they have sold out their properties and holdings to a very large extent, 
and there are a dozen or more large steel and manufacturing establish- 
ments there which make use of lake commerce. It is not likely that 
the Indiana Harbor people will maintain a light there a great while. 
Why could you not put a light there out of your general fund — a small 
light? 

Commander Helm. I do not know of any reason why we should not, 
except we thought that port was private until we got your informa- 
tion. This report says it is a private harbor, and the report says that 
the private aids may be maintained after getting permission from the 
Light-House Board. 

Mr. Mann. The people who have done the work at Indiana 
Harbor are not a manufacturing establishment, nor the people who 
make use of the harbor at all. Of course they excavated this harbor 
in order to help to sell their property, there is no doubt about that, 
and they have maintained the light there for that purpose, but the 
property has been largely sold. It is Judge Crumpacker's dis- 
trict; he gave us a history of all of the establishments there, and all 
that, and most of us go through there on the different railroad 
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tracks; there are a great many plants there. Those people make 
use of this, but the Indiana Harbor people who constructed the 
harbor make absolutely no use of the harbor whatever. 

Commander Helm. With that information, it would be our busi- 
ness to refer this back and have these officers go over it again and 
correct their report, or confirm what they have made before, but we 
thought we had the best information obtainable until you told us 
to the contrary. 

Mr. Adamson. What about that Greenville harbor; you keep what 
lights are necessary, do you ? 

Commander Helm. We do think the light-house is necessary. 

Mr. Adamson. You do keep what aid you think is necessary? 

Commander Helm. A gas buoy, yes, sir. 

Mr. Adamson. So that vessels can keep their courses in going in? 

Commander Helm. Oh, they do; there are several lighte in that 
vicinity ; if we put one at Greenville there would be too many lights. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, January S, 1908. 
Sir: This Department has tbe honor to acknowledge the receipt of the com- 
mittee's letter of December 20, 1007, inclosing for examination and report 
thereon a copy of H. R. 7591, " for the establishment of a light-house and fog 
signal at the northerly end of the pier at Indiana Harbor, southerly end of 
Lake Michigan, Indiana." 

In reply this Department begs to state that the Light-House Board, to whom 
the matter was referred, reports that the harbor in question is a private harbor, 
and that the geographical location of Indiana Harbor is not such as to require 
the establishment there of a coast light. The Board is of opinion that the only 
lights that should be established are such pierhead lights or beacons as may 
prove necessary to enable the owners and maintainers of the piers erected 
there to utilize them. 

The Board is of opinion that such lights ought to be established and main- 
tained, if at all, by the owners of the harbor. 

The act approved June 20, 1906, provides in effect that after January 1, 1907, 
private aids to navigation may be established and maintained after obtaining 
permission from the Light-House Board in accordance with rules and regulations 
to be established by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor. This Department 
has established these rules and regulations, and it suggests that persons Inter- 
ested get permission to erect and maintain such lights at this point as they may 
desire. 

This Department, therefore, concurring with the Light-House Board, does 
not find Itself able to recommend the passage of the bill for the establishment 
of a light-house at Indiana Harbor, in the State of Indiana. 
Respectfully, 

OscAB S. Straus, Secretary, 
Hon. W. P. Hepburn, 

Chairman Vommittec on Interstate and Foreign Conrnierce-j 

House of Representatvves, 

Mr. Mann. Fisherman Shoal, Lake Michigan, Wisconsin; you 
have had a recommendation in there for six years now, and you now 
ask for $100,000. Where is Fisherman Shoal, on the east or west 
coast ? 

Colonel Casey. Near Green Bay. 

Commander Helm. Right at the south entrance to Green Bay. 

Mr. Mann. You now have a lighted buoy there. That is not as 
important as the light-ship at Milwaukee or North Manitou ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. How important do you regard that Fisherman Shoal, 
or are you personally acquainted with the situation ? 

37878—08 8 
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Commander Helm. That is named by the district oflScers Xo. 3 on 
the list, and the Light-House Board recommended this before the 
bill came in. 

Mr. Mann. No. 3? 

Commander Helm. They had the Milwaukee light vessel first and 
the North Manitou light vessel second and the Fisherman Shoals 
third. Of course this Lansing Shoal bill has been introduced since 
that time. 

Mr. Manx. Of course you are very apt to regard a high-priced 
proposition as more important than one of lower price, as compared 
with the relative cost of things. Take, for instance, this Point au 
Sable proposition, do you regard that as a rather important thing 
or not? ^ "^ 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; yet that is cheap, too. Yes, sir; I 
think that is of pressing importance; in fact, it does not cost much, 
and we ought to get that. 

Mr. MANNi Little Gull Island, entrance to Green Bay; you want 
$80,000 for a light and fog signal station there. The act of 1893 
authorized the establishment of that light station at a cost of $20,000, 
and you never have made any effort to have the appropriation made 
for it. Now, you ask for $30,000 for it. Do you regard that as very 
important at this time? 

Commander Helm. No, sir. 

Mi:. Mann. I think you could get that $20,000 appropriation if you 
would ask the Committee on Appropriations for it; it is authorized. 

Colonel Casey. I do not think it is very important; I have not 
heard much about it. 

Commander Helm. Since I have had anything to do with it I have 
not heard anything about it one way and the other, and of course 
there as a good many things put in this estimate that do not belong 
there. 

Mr. Mann. Point aux Barques light and fog signal station, $45,000. 

Commander Helm. It has been asked for the last nine years, and 
there is no immediate pressure, so far as I know, for it. 

Mr. Mann. How much necessity is there for the relief light vessel 
for the ninth and eleventh districts, for which there was an appro- 
priation made in 1903 of $30,000 ? You say it will cost $20,000 more. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Do you increase the size of those vessels? 

Commander Helm. I do not know why they should have asked 
for the original amount. The light-vessel of the same size we are 
now building cost $37,500 for the hull, and we had an appropria- 
tion of $45,000, and it will all be utilized in the anchors and chains 
and fitting the lights on the vessel and the outfit and equipment 
and we got two bids on this vessel here, number 82. The vessel 
that they want up there is similar to the one that is building now 
at Muskegon, Mich., for $37,500, length 88 feet and draft about 
7, and about 150,000 tons burden, steam and fog signal. Why 
they should have gotten $30,000 I do not know. 

Mr. Mann. What is the necessity for this relief light-vessel up 
there? 

Commander Helm. If anything happens to one of those light- 
vessels this one would go on the station. 

Mr. Mann. Have you not got an extra light- vessel? 
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Commander Hslm. Not at the present time ; no, sir. 

Mr. Mann. What has become of it? You did have an extra light- 
vessel up there the last I heard. What you want there is an au- 
thorization for an increased amount of ^0,000 so as to make the 
total cost $50,000 instead of $30,000 as originally provided? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; that seems necessary. 

Mr. Mann. St. Joe light depot. Your board has been very, 
urgent in the past to have that thing fixed. 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir; it is falling down. 

Commander Helm. It has gone about as far as it can go, and it 
must be fi^ed up. Everything about it is falling down. 

Mr. Mann. Oh, not everything; I have been there and you have 
not, I suppose. 

Commander Helm. We have a report on it. 

Mr. Mann. The difficulty there is that the lake has washed around 
on one side of the breakwater there and washed out the adjoining 
land, and washed under part of the breakwater, and of course there 
is danger that that will go in and that part of the pier will be exposed 
to the action of the waves, and what you want to do is to build, a 
new breakwater. 

Conmiander Helm. Urgent repairs are needed to the dock and 
the light-house and fences. The whole dock, from the water line 
up, and all the planking is so rotten that the dock is practically use- 
less; the whole L of the dock is gone and can not be used in any way. 

Mr. Mann. It is the L of the dock; that is where the breakwater 
was. Have you the estimate there ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

BEFOBT FBOM THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMEBCE AND LABOB. 

Urgent repairs are needed to the dock and fences at the St. Joseph light- 
house depot, Michigan, the whole dock, from the water line up, and all plank- 
ing is so rotten that the dock is practically useless. The whole L of the dock 
is gone and can not be used in any way. The fences are in bad state and will 
have to be replaced. It is estimated that the necessary repairs at the light- 
house depot specified can be made for not exceeding $24,000. 

The Light-House Board therefore recommends, and this Department concurs 
in the recommendation, that an appropriation of $24,000 be made in the urgent 
deficiency bill for the necessary repairs at the St. Joseph light-house depot, 
Michigan. 

Mr. Mann. In the tenth light-house district, House bill 17215, 
introduced by Mr. Knapp, for the erection of a dwelling for the 
keeper of the Cape Vincent, New York, light-house. You have the 
authority now to erect a keeper's dwelling there, have you not ? 

Colonel Casey. The question came up the other day as to whether 
or not that was desirable, and I submitted it to the district officers 
and got a report from them that it was highly desirable, and that is 
all we know. 

Mr. Mann. Then you had better build it. You did have author- 
ity to build 30 light-house keepers' dwellings, not to exceed $6,500 for 
each dwelling. Last year you had an appropriation of $75,000 for 
that purpose; I do not know what you have asked for this year, but 
that $75,000 ought to have built half of those. 

Colonel Casey. We have asked for the balance. 

Mr. Mann. You made a mistake ; that did not contemplate that 
you would build all those in two years. 
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Colonel Casey. We have started fifteen and some of them do not 
cost as much as that — ^not over $4,500 or $5,000. 

Mr. Mann. That is acting in good faith, because that was the 
limit that was fixed, supposing that it would not cost that much. 

Mr. EscriE. What are you doing with reference to the Sheboygan 
light-house dwelling ? 

Colonel Casey. It is mixed up with the land title and there is 
some delay about it. 

Mr. EscH. And legal proceedings begun and all that ? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EscH. Have they determined it yet ? 

Colonel. Casey. They have not quite fixed it yet, but we are push- 
ing it as fast as we can. They act rather slowly sometimes. 

Mr. Mann. There is no reason why we should make specific appro- 
priation now for the erection of any keeper's dwelling when you 
have not exhausted your authority. 

Colonel Casey. We have exhausted the authority. 

Mr. Mann. No; you have not exhausted the authority. Colonel 
Casey. 

Colonel Casey. Oh, yes ; I mean to say we have $75,000, and that 
is all apportioned. 

Mr. Mann. The authority was to build thirty dwellings. 

Colonel Casey. That is true ; but we have not the money for it. 

Mr. Mann. You will get is as fast as you are entitled to it. We 
expected, when we appropriated for thirty dwellings, that that would 
take care of the present necessities of the light-house service. 

Colonel Casey. I think it will. 

Mr. Mann. That provided for not quite three dwellings to a dis- 
trict, but pretty close to it. 

Colonel Casey. We would like to have the money for that authori- 
zation. 

Commander Helm. I think the item was introduced by somebody 
else, and the Light-House Board was not responsible. Of course, as 
I understand, we did not ask for the authority to ask for this. 

Mr. Mann. You made a report in favor of the bill, which you 
ought not to have done. 

Colonel Casey. Oh, if the thing is along the lines that we wish and 
somebody else wishes we can not disapprove it. 

Mr. Mann. But you could have said that you had authority to 
build these dwellings. 

Colonel Casey. We might have put it that way. 

Department of Ck)M merge and Laror, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington f March 4* 1908, 
Dear Sir: Referring to the committee's letter dated February 17, 1908, In- 
closing a copy of H. R. 17215, " For the erection of a dwelUng for the keeper of 
the Cape Vincent (N. Y.) light-house," and asking that the committee be fur- 
nished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper touching the merits of 
the bill and the propriety of its passage, I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing information : 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that the 
station consists of two lighted beacons at the ends of a breakwater abreast Gape 
Vincent, N. Y. The keeper is required to live on shore and makes trips to and 
from the breakwater in a small boat. A boathouse is rented for $15 per annum, 
but it is and has been in a leaky and dilapidated condition for a year or more. 
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It is deemed essential for the efficiencj- of tlie station that a keeper's dwelling 
and boathouse be provided and located conveniently on land to be purchased 
and owned by the United States for that purpose. 

In view of the fact that it will be necessary to purchase the land for the 
dwelling, in addition to providing the dwelling, the Light-House Board also 
<ieems it best that the amount named in the bill be $6,000 instead of $5,000. 

Concurring in these views of the Light-House Board, I recommend that the 
bill, amended as indicated above, be passed. 

Very truly, yours, Oscae S. Straus, 

Secretary, 
Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

itouse of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 16638, for the establishment of a light 
vessel in Lake Erie south of Point Abino, Ontario, Canada, in United 
States waters. 

Commander Helm. We do not recommend that. 

Mr. Mann. You reported adversely on that? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, March 7, 1908, 
Dear Sir: Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated February 8, 1908, 
inclosing H. R. 16638. 

In reply I have the honor to state that the matter of the establishment of a 
light vessel in Lalse Erie south of Point Abino was carefully considered by the 
Light-House Board at its session on March 2, 1908, when it decided that such 
a light vessel could only be anchored in United States waters, which would be 
at a considerable distance from Point Abino, and as Buffalo, with a powerful 
fog signal, is not far off, the necessity for such a light vessel is not apparent. 

I have the honor to state, therefore, that the Department can not approve 
the establishment of the light vessel specified. 

Very truly, yours, • Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary, 
Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. G, 

Mr. Mann. Fairport fog signal, mouth of Grand River, Lake Erie, 
Ohio. 

Commander Helm. It has been there a long time, sir, and was au- 
thorized before, but we never got an appropriation and I have never 
heard anything about it lately. I do not know anything about it 
except what is in this report. * 

Mr. Mann. Entrance to Cleveland Harbor. There have been some 
new breakwaters erected there? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. The Board considers that two lights ought to be estab- 
lished on the pierheads on the outer ends when that breakwater is 
completed ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Should not that be done ? 

Conmiander Helm. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. A suitable light-house for the east breakwater, 
pierhead, and for the west pierhead ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. ^ 

Mr. Mann. That is a matter where there is an immense amount of 
commerce. How can they operate that when the breakwater is fin- 
ished without these lights? 



Digitized b.y VjOOQIC 



118 ADDITIONAL AIDS TO NAVIGATION. 

Commander Helm. I think they are necessary; the engineer officers 
made the estimate and the Board approved it. 

Mr. Mann. Entrance to Lorain Harbor, Black Eiver, Lake Erie. 

Commander Helm. That is a very old item. 

Mr. Mann. That can wait, I guess, then. 

Commander Helm. It is not as important as Cleveland. I may 
say that in that group Cleveland is number one. 

Mr. Mann. In that eleventh district we have here House bill 17508, 
House bill 17828, House bill 7598, and Senate bill 6594, in reference 
to a new light station on Gull or Michigan Island. If a station is 
to be built tnere, should it not be built at the east end of Gull Island? 

Commander Helm. On that little island ? 

Mr. Mann. Yes, sir. 

Commander Helm. Looking at the chart, that would look to me 
the place to put it. The trouble was a bad foundation, and, second, 
the trouble they would have to g;et out to this light and maintain it in 
case it was put there, and the third is the district officers say it would 
do just as well on Michigan Island for navigation, and very much 
better for other purposes, and the Lake Carriers' Association says 
they want it there. 

Mr. Mann. They were very insistent last year that it should be 
on Gull Island, and now they are very insistent that it shall be some 
place else. 

Colonel Casey. They are not insistent, but they say they would 
just as leave have it there. 

Commander Helm. They said that they would be satisfied. The 
location of that has been discussed and changed and the price has 
been discussed and changed. There are a lot of bills introduced that 
we are not responsible for, but are resf)onsible for the recommenda- 
tion in the first place, and by looking at the map and having the 
people in the office go over it we decided that the island was the best 
place. 

Mr. Mann* This proposition did not originate with any light- 
house people ; they did not report until after the proposition liad 
been advocated. 

Commander Helm. They reported on it. 

Mr. EscH. How much would the difference in cost be to put 
it on Gull Island from what it would be to put it on Michigan 
Island? 

Colonel Casey. Twenty thousand dollars. 

Commander Helm. They have it down at $60,000 and $100,000 
in there. 

Mr. EscH. Then there would be the increased cost of supplies on 
that island? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Adamson. It will be much cheaper on the large island? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Nobody goes there in the winter time, do they? 

Mr. EscH. All but four months — ^what is the cold season up there? 

Comm'ander Helm. The cold season this year has been a very short 
time. They were going up there, it seems to me, until ^tlong some 
time in January, and they are ready to open now. 

Mr. EscH. Of course, this traffic would continue longer than the 
traffic through the Sault. 
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Mr. Mann. Up at Standard Rock there. We ascertained last sum- 
mer when we were up there, Mr. Esch and myself, that they made 
three or four or five attempts last spring before they could get up in 
the light-house at all on account of the ice. 

Colonel Casey. That is the trouble. 

Mr. Mann. Do you regard this location, then, at the east end of 
Michigan Island perfectly satisfactory? 

Colonel Casey. I so thought from Mr. Livingston's letter. 

Mr. Mann. Vessels coming toward it, of course, would have to 
pass Gull Island. 

Colonel Casey. They go a long way out, and the result is that 
whether the fog signal is on Little Gull Island or east Michigan 
Island makes little difference. Here is the way they sail [indicatmg 
on map], off here. 

Mr. Adamson. Gull Island is so low and flat that they can see the 
light just as well on Michigan Island ? 

Colonel Casey. Oh, yes; they can see it just as well. 

Mr. Mann. If we should provide a light at the east end lof Michi- 
gan, we could provide that the one at the west end should be dis- 
continued ? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Esch. If you did that, could the light at the east end be dis- 
cerned by a vessel eastbound making Kewaunee Point ? 

Colonel Casey. They do not use that channel much. 

Mr. Mann. They have stated to us repeatedly that if one light 
was established the other could be discontinued. 

Colonel Casey. It can be ; I do not think there is any question about 
that. 

Mr. Mann. Could we not just move everything out of the west 
light into the other light? 

Colonel Casey. I think we could, but we want to make this a 
better light. 

Commander Helm. In answering one of these bills the executive 
.officer of the light-house suggested that the language be changed so 
as to put the light at or near the east end. 

Mr. Mann. We will take care of that. 

Commander Helm. So that with all these arguments and uncer- 
tainties they feel this way : That if they were going to put it up they 
ought to make a little further investigation and make sure about 
what was the best place. There is some doubt about that little Gull 
Island yet. ' 

Mr. Mann. Mr. Morse's one proposition is to provide $80,000; 
another proposition is to provide $100,000; another is to provide 
$100,000, and another $100,000. You think you could put it on 
Michigan Island for $80,000, do you? 

Commander Helm. I think it could be done for $80,000, but we 
gave a little excess for contingencies in case we wanted to put it on 
Gull Island. Of course we would turn the difference back ;. we 
wanted to have it in case we decided on Gull Island for some reason 
we do not know about now. 

Mr. Mann. It seems we ought to know what we are going to do. 

Commander Helm. We ought to make a definite survey. 

Mr. Makn. Whv do vou not make it now? 
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Commander Helm. It would cost money to make surveys and I 
have had something definite. 

Mr. Mann. How much would it cost? 

Colonel Casey. A survey? About $3,000. 

Mr. Mann. Suppose, then, instead of an authorization to build, 
we should authorize you to spend so much for the survey and 
decide where it should be located ; it would take you a year to make 
the survey and estimate anyhow. 

Colonel Casejy. I think that would be a good plan; I would like 
to have a complete survey and a weighing of all the circumstances. 

Mr. Mann. That might not be a bad scheme. 

Commander Helm. I may say personally that if I were going to 
build it I would go out and find out where it ought to go. 

Mr. Mann. Personally, when we were out there, I asked some of 
the navigators about that, and they said it was not needed at all. 
The Lake Carriers' Association w^ere so insistent about it that they 
may be right about it. 

Mr. EscH. It would be pretty hard west bound to get down with- 
out a light, but the point with me is whether if we authorize the 
new location we can dispense with the old light. 

Colonel Casey. I think we can, because we can make it higher. 

Mr. Mann. If we get a survey, we will find out all about that. 

Commander Helm. As soon as they start to move that old light 
there will be a complaint come down here to keep it. 

Mr. Adamson. Make a survey and determine whether you need it 
at all or not, and if so, where. 

The Chairman. That reminds me, by the way, that in the act that 
passed last year we expressly directed the Light-House Board to 
report the aids which might be dispensed with; that has received no 
consideration at the hands of the Light-House Board. 

Commander Helm. The instructions have been given, and that will 
be sent in next year, if there are any recommendations of anything 
can conscientiously be discontinued. 

Mr. Mann. We are willing to take the responsibility. 

Colonel Casey. We discontinued that Milwaukee light. 

Mr. Mann. We discontinued, and you are operating it in violation 
of the law. 

Colonel Casey. We are not operating it. 

Mr. Mann. Certainly you are; you are operating it in flat viola- 
tion of the law. 

Colofiel Casey. We allowed the steamboat company to go in and 
maintain a light at their own expense. 

Mr. Mann. You have a Government official in charge of it, in the 
Government building, and I have no doubt it is Government oil that 
burns in the light. 

Colonel Casey. I do not think it is. 

Mr. Mann. There is a Government official in charge, and the law 
provides that you have no authority to accept voluntary service on 
the part of anyone. Now, you are violating the law if you maintain 
the light, and if you do not maintain the light you are violating the 
law. 

Colonel Casey. It is a matter of urgency. 
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Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, January 14, 1908, 
I>EAR Sir : Referring to your letter dated December 20, 1907, inclosing a copy 
of H. R. 7598, "For the establishment of a light-house and fog signal at the 
easterly end of Gull Island, Apostle Group, westerly end of Lake Superior, Wis- 
consin," and asking that the committee be furnished with such suggestions as 
may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the propriety of its 
passage, this Department has the honor to state, at the instance of the Light- 
House Board, to which the matter was referred, that, as several vessels have 
run aground in this vicinity during storms, the need of a light and fog signal 
here is apparent. 

In view of the fact that a recent survey has indicated that the site formerly 
selected may prove undesirable, it is suggested that the words "at the easterly 
end of " in the title of the bill and in the tenth line of the body thereof be 
omitted, and the words "on or near " substituted in both places. 

With these amendments made, this Department respectfully recommends 
the passage of the bill. 

Very truly, yours, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary, 
Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 



Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, February 26, 1908. 
Sir: Referring to the committee's letter dated February 20, 1908, inclosing 
a copy of H. R. 17508 " For the establishment of a light-house and fog signal 
station at the easterly end of Michigan Island, Apostle Group, westerly end of 
Lake Superior, Wisconsin," and asking that the committee be furnished with 
such suggestions as may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and 
the propriety of its passage, this Department has the honor to state, at the 
instance of the Light-House Board, that the bill is not approved, and respect- 
fully refers you to its letter of this date approving H. R. 17828, which relates 
to the same subject. 

Very truly, yours, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary, 
Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 



Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, February 27, 1908. 
Sir : Referring to committee's letter dated February 24, 1908, Inclosing a copy 
of H. R. 17828, " For the establishment of a light-house and fog-signal station 
at or near the easterly end of Michigan Island, Apostle Group, westerly end of 
Lake Superior, Wisconsin," and asking that the committee be furnished with 
such suggestions as may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and 
the propriety of its passage, this Department has the honor to state, at the in- 
stance of the Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, that it 
recommends the passage of the bill. 

Several vessels have gone ashore in this locality during storms in the past 
three or four years, so that a light and fog-signal station here is greatly desired 
by the maritime interests on the lakes. 

Respectfully, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary. 
Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Gull Island, Apostle Group, westerly end ©/ Lake Superior, Wisconsin. — The 
following is in part a copy of a letter dated February 7, 1907, from the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Labor to the Senate Committee on Commerce : 
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" This Department has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the commit- 
tee's letter of February 1, 1907, inclosing for examination and report thereon a 
copy of Senate bill 8251, ' For the establishment of a light-house and fog-signal 
station at the easterly end of Gull Island, Apostle Group, westerly end of Lake 
Superior, Wisconsin.' 

" In reply this Department has the honor to state that the Light-House Board, 
to whom this was referred, recommends the establishment of this light-house 
and fog-signal on Gull Island. 

" Vessels bound for Ashland from Keweenaw Point are unable to see Michi- 
gan Island light until abreast of it, and this difficulty is increased ih time of 
fog, as there is no fog signal at Michigan Island. 

" Several vessels have run aground in this vicinity during storms. If there 
had been a light and fog signal there the wrecks might have been prevented. 

" The Light-House Board reporting also that a light and fog signal can be 
built here at a cost not exceeding $85,000, this Department recommends that 
after being so amended this bill do pass." 

The Board is now of opinion that the bill should be so amended as to provide 
for the establishment of a light-house and fog signal at or near the easterly end 
of Gull Island. 

Mr. Mann. Portage River pierhead fog signal, Lake Superior, 
Michigan; you have made a recommendation for several years for a 
fog-signal apparatus there at a cost of $22,000. Is there anything; 
new about it? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; it is marked number 5 in importance 
in that district. 

Mr. Mann. Eagle River light and fog-signal station, Lake Supe- 
rior, Michigan. 

Commander Helm. That is marked number 2. 

Mr. Mann. You have had that recommendation in ever since 1894r. 

Commander Helm. This number 2 was put on this year ; that has 
been there a long time ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. That is $38,000, for a light-house and fog-signal sta- 
tion. I should think the river would have changed since 1894. 

Commander Helm. The joint report was made in 1905, and so we 
have recommended that that item be retained in the estimates, and it 
is marked number 2 by the district ofRcers.- 

Mr. Mann. They have gradually worked up the cost of it from 
$20,000 to $25,000 and to $38,000. Where is Eagle River, Lake Supe- 
rior ? 

Mr. EscH. Is it at the end of the canal ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. The same vessels would make use of that that would 
make use of the proposed light on Michigan Island ? That is in the 
same line of travel, I suppose, with vessels coming out of Ashland. 
It was originally intended as a coast light and also as a guide to the 
entrance of the Eagle River, but the mouth of the Eagle River is now 
entirely blocked up with sand. They commenced saying that in 1894. 
I do not know whether it has been cleaned out or not. I think you 
had better find' out something more about that before we act on it. 

Portage Lake ship canal light station. You want a light station 
at the end of the breakwater at a cost of $55,000. How necessary is 
that? Is that the breakwater? Which end of the canal is that? 

Commander Helm. That is an old recommendation that we did 
not pay much attention to; it is at the south end of the lake. The 
latest report that I have is 1901; I did not lay much stress on it. 
We did not hear much about it ; in fact, we did not think you people 
were going to take it up. 
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Mr. Mann. Eock Harbor, Isle Royale range lights, Lake Superior. 

Colonel Casey. We have not heard anything about that either ; it 
seems to have fallen out. 

Commander Helm. October 31, 1903, is the latest we have on that; 
I do not think that is of pressing importance. 

(Thereupon, at 5.05 o'clock p. m., the committee adjourned until 
Saturday, April 4, 1908, at 10 o\lock a. m.) 



Subcommittee on Light-Houses, 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representattvbs, 

Saturday^ April i^ 1908. 

The subcommittee met at 10 o'clock a. m., Hon. James R. Mann 
(chairman) in the chair. 

Mr. Mann. Now please state what you want. 

Commander Helm. The anchorage buoys in the harbor of New 
York, which were placed there by the Lignt-House Board and were 
located by committee appointed by the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor, were getting out of order; the question of repairing these 
buoys came up from time to time, and the question also of whether 
the money for the Light-House Board or the Revenue-Cutter Service 
should be used for this purpose. The latter question wa's referred to 
the Comptroller, and in the course of time the Comptroller decided 
that there was no available appropriation either from the Revenue- 
Cutter Service or the Light-House Board to expend on those buoys. 

Mr. Mann. Do you know out of what appropriation the buoys were 
paid for in the first instance ? 

Commander Helm. I am not sure, but. I think at one time the 
Revenue-Cutter Service had an appropriation of $10,000 for that 
and a vessel that looked after the anchorage in New York, but at 
a later time that appropriation was so worded that it was not 
available for the buoys, biit for the vessel. 

Mr. Mann. How long since those anchorage buovs were placed 
there? 

Commander Helm. I think they have been there for several 
years, but just how long I do not know. I did not look into that. 

Mr. Mann. Would it require an additional appropriation at all 
or authorization to use your general fund for that purpose? 

Commander Helm. We have no general fund available, to start 
with. I presume an authorization for the Light-House Board to 
expend this money for that purpose would do, but we do not go 
into that since the Comptroller decided we had no money for it, 
because if we are going to take them we want an extra appro- 
priation; there are quite a good many of them and there is quite 
a little work to do on them to get them in shape and keep them 
in shape. 

Mr. Mann. Would it take an extra tender? 

Commander Helm. Not at all. We put down $10,000 a year to 
keep them in shape. 

Mr. Mann. Do you know how many buoys are there? 

Commander Helm. I counted them yesterday; about twenty- 
five, more or less. 
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Mr. Mann. They are permanent buoys, are they not? 

Commander Helm. Permanent like any other buoys, yes, sir; 
they get adrift and steamers run into them occasionally, and they 
have to be taken up and painted, and all that sort of thing. 

Mr. Mann. What you want to do is to have the power to replace 
them when they are lost in the first place ; is that it ? 

Commander Helm. You have to take these buoys up and paint 
them and overhaul the chains periodically, whether they go adrift 
or not. That is what we want, to put down new ones now in place 
of the ones that are broken, put down new ones where necessary, 
overhaul the chains, and so forth, of all of these buoys. 

Mr. Mann. What you want from this committee would be, prob- 
ably, an authorization giving to the Light-House Board power to 
take care of those buoys and replace them when missing. 

Commander Helm. From your committee; but we would like to 
have your authorization to go before some committee and get that 
$10,000, too, because we have not the money to spare. 

Mr. Mann. It certainly will not take $10,000 a year to look after 
them. 

Commander Helm. It will not take far from it. I had an estimate 
made out, and it is not far under that. 

Mr. Mann. Who has been spending the money in the past ? 

Commander Helm. I told you about this back appropriation. 

Mr. Mann. That is just one appropriation, but that was to place 
them there, I understood. 

Commander Helm. No, sir; I said I was guessing a little at that 
$10,000 appropriation which was available, and it changed last year; 
that is revenue business, and at some time or other the appropriation 
was made for that purpose and was worded so that it would be avail- 
able for the buoys and one for the vessel that was used as a patrol. 

Mr. Mann. Who took care of those boats last vear? 

Commander Helm. The Light- House Board, 1 suppose. 

Mr. Mann. Out of what fund? 

Commander Helm. I do not know. The Light- House Board has 
been mixed up a good deal up there ; what was done was done by the 
inspector of the third district. 

Mr. Mann. But it was out of the light-house fund? 

Commander Helm. I guess it was, probably. 

Mr. Mann. Then why do you need an increased appropriation to 
do it, when the Comptroller has simply decided you have not the 
authority, and you have been doing it out of your fund ? 

Commander Helm. If they have taken care of it in the past, we 
have not the money for the present and the future, and what they 
did for those buoys in the past has been very much mixed up ; but I 
know that was the latest decision of the Comptroller that brought 
this about, and the Secretary of Commerce and Labor said we had to 
get some money from somewhere to take care of them, and he wrote 
the letter. 

Mr. Mann. Will you look up the matter in the Light-House Estab- 
lishment and report to us what fund you have expended for this pur- 
pose in the past — in the last few years ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; it will take a little while ; I will have 
to send to New York to get them. 
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Mr. EscH. Mr. Livingston is here, and also Major Keller, of the 
eleventh light-house district, and I think they would like to make some 
observations on the Michigan Lake light. 

Mr. Mann. We would be glad to hear Mr. Livingston and Major 
Keller upon any of the propositions up there on the Lakes. 

Mr. Livingston. I thought that Major Keller happened to be here 
in Washington on some matters in connection with the Lake Service, 
and I understood from Mr. Esch and some others that there was pos- 
sibly some ambiguity about the location of the Michigan Island light- 
house, and as Major Keller has made the surveys and is the light-house 
engineer of the district and is thoroughly familiar with the situation, 
I thought that he might answer any questions and clear up the whole 
situation so that there would be a thorough understainding of it. So I 
prefer that Major Keller should speak to you. 

STATEMENT OF MAJ. CHAELES KELLEK, COKPS OF ENGINEERS, 
U. S. ARMY, DETROIT, MICH. 

Major Keller. Gentlemen, I do not know exactly what it is that 
you want to know from me, but I understand that some doubt has 
arisen as to the proper location of that light. 

Mr. Mann. Have you made a careful survey and borings up there? 

Major Keller. We have made no borings, but we have made a sur- 
vey of Gull Island, which was mentioned in connection with the Michi- 
gan Island light. 

Mr. Mann. Have you made a survey of Michigan Island? 

Major Keller. We have the light on Michigan Island now, and we 
know the nature of the foundation in a general way and the height of 
the island. 

Mr. Mann. Are the foundations necessarily the same on the 
northeastern end of the island as they are on the southwesterly end ? 

Major Keller. Not necessarily, but the outcrop is the same. 

Mr. Mann. What is the character of the foundation there? 

Major Keller. There it is clay and hard, permanent soil, a good 
foundation for a tower of moderate weight. 

Mr. Mann. What is the character of the foundation on Giull 
Island? 

Major Keli^er. A^ far as we have been able to ascertain without 
borings it is sand and gravel, not a very satisfactory foundation for 
a light station of any character. 

Mr. Mann. Have you made borings at Gull Island at all ? 

Major Keller. No, sir, and I will explain why we did not make 
borings. A survey of this character, unless a fund is specifically 
provided for, is paid for out of the general fund. 

Mr. Mann. I understand, you have not had the money to make a 
careful survey ? 

Major Keller. Exactly, and we wanted to find out the general 
condition so as to be able to answer definite questions. I do know 
that the area of the island is less than a quarter of an acre, that its 
height is less than 1 foot above the lake level. 

Mr. EscH. In a heavy sea it is all washed ? 

Major Keller. It would be practically like building a light out in 
the open lake. 
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Mr. EscH. How far is the island from the northeasterly end of 
Michigan Island? 

Major Keller. About 1 mile. 

Mr. EscH. Is that passage navigable ? 

Major KELLER. No, sir. 

Mr. EscH. Then how would you approach the island and from 
what side in order to supply it with supplies if we put the light 
there? 

Major Keller. We have many stations on places similar to that, 
and we approach them in small boats. 

Mr. EscH. You would have to lighter in entirely? 

Major Keller. Yes, sir; we lighter everything. But unless it is 
absolutely necessary, we do not nke to add a stetion of that char- 
acter. Gull Island means added expense without any corresponding 
advantage that I can see. 

Mr. Stevens. It would give you a wider range? 

Major Keller. I do not believe it will. Gull Island originally 
came into the question late in 1905, when the Corey was wrecked on 
Gull Island. If we piit a light on Gull Island, it can not be for the 
benefit of a vessel which comes from the direction the Corey came. 
The light is not to guard against casualties that may occur during 
storms, when vessels are absolutely uncontrollable and do not know 
where they are, but to furnish a guide into Chequanegon Bay. There 
is a light there now, but it is not a light that was designed to form a 
guide into Ashland Harbor; it was mtended to aid vessels in navi- 
gating the Apostle Islands and going into Bayfield and the other 
small adjoining port of Washburn. It is a small light, which has no 
fog signal, and it is too far in to be visible from the outside, from tiie 
course which vessels use in approaching from the Portage Lake ship 
canals. When they come from the Keweenaw Point they are as close 
to a light on Michigan Island as they would be to a light on Gull 
Island, so I can not see any ffood reason for spending the extra cost 
for putting a light on Gull Island. 

Mr. EscH. What do you estimate the extra cost to be? 

Major Keller. It would be at least $35,000, and it might go over 
$50,000. It was an indefinitely large sum. The situation seemed to 
be so one-sided that I did not go very elaborately into the estimates 
for Gull Island. We are buildmg a station at. the Rock of Ages, as 
you know, a somewhat similar site to Gull Island, except that we 
have there a rock foundation, which is a permanent foundation, at 
any rate, and the estimated cost of the station for a light of the 
second order is $125,000, and that is the amount of the appropria- 
tion, and it will cost every penny of that; at Gull Island a station 
would cost at least that much and probably more. 

Mr. Stevens. Do you need a fog signal there ? 

Major Keller. Absolutely; the nearest one to that is one at La 
Pointe, which is 17 miles farther. That is what the trouble is ; ves- 
sels going into Ashland in foggy weather have absolutely no guide; 
the channel is comparatively narrow and dangerous, as lake channels 
go, and there ought to be a better guide to lead vessels to approach 
Chequanegon Bay. . 

Mr. Mann. Which direction was the Corey going when she was 
wrecked there ? 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADDITIONAL AIDS TO NAVIGATION. 127 

Major Kelt>ei:. She was bound for Duluth, and she wsk trying to 
pass Outer Island, and when she wound up she was away down here ; 
she was uncontrollable. 

Mr. Mann. So that a light there would have done no good ? 

Major Keller. Absolutely none. 

Mr. Mann. And yet that is the only excuse that has been offered 
for putting a light there. 

Major I&3LLER. I speak now with some knowledge of the facts. 

Mr. Mann. We want you to speak to us, not to the Lake Carriers' 
Association. 

Major Keller. I am speaking to you; I am trying to tell you 
what I know about it. Mr. Colby was responsible originally, I 
believe, for the demand for the light on Gull Island, and I have 
talked to Mr. Colby about it and explained this very matter to him, 
and he said to me, " I think you are right; our demand for a light 
on Gull Island originated from the fact that the Corey ran on there, 
and it seemed that that was the place where a light ought to be ; " 
and he agreed that if we had had the light there the Corey would 
have been wrecked just the same. 

The Chairman (after examining map). As a matter of fact, 
whichever course you come you come toward Gull Island first, and if 
you do not know just where you are going you are liable to run 
into it? 

Colonel Casey. You see, they come opposite this Gull Island such a 
distance away that virtually they come abreast of them both at the 
same time. 

Mr. Mann. A light many miles away is of very little value when 
you are siding it. Supposing you get a little off your course and have 
come right on your line from Keweenaw Point on a line with Gull 
Island and Michigan Island ; they would go right through the two if 
they went on a straight line. 

Mr. Livingston. I think if you had the other chart you would see 
that the distance is so infinitesimally small that it would make no 
difference. 

Mr. Mann. A year ago our friend, the carriers' friend, and a good 
man, Mr. Livingston, was insistent that the only place to put this 
light was Gull Island. Do you not think it would be desirable to 
have a thorough survey up there, Mr. Livingston, so that we should 
not make a mistake ? 

Mr. Livingston. I do not have any special objection, Mr. Mann, 
to having a survey, and besides I want to say this, that I do not say 
we are infallible, but we have a large committee of masters to whom, 
when a question of this kind comes up, we always refer, to get the 
consensus of their opinions as to what is the best place and what is 
the most desirable thing, because they are the men behind the guns, 
of course. 

Mr. Mann. But at their meeting a year ago last winter where did 
they say the best place was? 

Mr. Livingston. There was a little difference of opinion; they 
were agreed on one thing, that it would practically be all right on 
either place, but some of them thought there might be a trifling ad- 
vantage on Gull Island, and others thought it might be as good on 
Michigan Island. When the question was raised by the Light-House 
Board they agreed something like this, that a house could be built 
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for less money on Michigan Island, arid that they could get a man to 
go there, a man who wanted to take his wife along with him, and 
all that sort of thing, that it would answer all practical purposes. 
Then all objections were withdrawn and they became a unit. 

Mr. Ma^n. 1 know, but did they not pass a resolution last year 
very strongly in favor of locating the light on Gull Island ? 

Mr. Livi:ngston. I think very likely they did, but it came up in 
connection with a lot of things and the resolution covered a number 
of things. I may say to you frankly, although I am thoroughly 
familiar with the ground, that there never has been a time with me, 
as Major Keller knows, but what it seemed to me that for all prac- 
tical purposes, proAnded any money could be saved, if a light-house 
and a fog signal, and so forth, could be put on Michigan Island, it 
should be ; what I mean by that is, to digress for a moment, that I 
understand the Light-House Department have a great deal of diffi- 
culty on account of low salaries getting the keepers, and it makes it 
hard for a man to take his wife, and when the advantages were bal- 
anced against the disadvantages I believed then, and I believe now, 
that all purpose would be equally as well served from Michigan 
Island as from Gull Island. 

Mr. Stevens. But you did not indicate those things to us at our 
hearing. 

Mr. Livingston. I think that is true, for this reason, that at a 
large committee of masters these things were referred to them. I 
am a little delicate about running against a question which has come 
up, we will say, in a large committee, and the opinion is for some- 
thing else, but I will say this, that after the matter has been pre- 
sented to them carefully, they are all a unit. 

Mr. Mann. On Michigan Island now ? 

Mr. Livingston. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. They were all a unit on Gull Island a year ago. 

Mr. Livingston. No. 

Mr. MaKn. That was the statement; we have it in the hearings 
which we held a year ago, as you know. 

Mr. Livingston. I do not attempt to dispute that, but I am merely 
telling you that a resolution that comes out of a committee is some- 
times a compromise of a division in the committee, but when it comes 
out of the committee it is apparently unanimous, so far as the out- 
side is concerned. I know that I went into the matter very carefully 
and I know there was a division, and it was better to present it as it 
came out of the committee. That is a navigation committee of cap- 
tains on the Lalies, so I presented it just exactly as it came out of the 
meeting, with a number of other things. 

Mr. Stevens. But supposing we had followed your recommenda- 
tion then ? 

Mr. Livingston. Supposing that you had, the light would have 
been equally as good in every way on Gull Island, but there is one 
thing that I did not understand at that time which I do understand 
now, a thi^g that came up in connection with the Light-House 
Board. I did not understand that the difference in cost of building 
a house would be materially greater there on the eastern end of Michi- 
gan Island than on Gull Island. 
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Mr. Mann. If we Had provided last year for a light on Gull Island, 
it could not have been constructed for the amount we would have 
authorized, and hence there would have been no light built. 

Mr. Livingston. Do I understand you correctly — that is, for the 
amount of the bill ? 

Mr. Mann. Yes. 

Mr. Livingston. I did not understand that. 

Major Keller. I do not know what the amount of the bill was. 

Mr. Livingston. One hundred thousand dollars. 

Major Keller. The explanation of their certainty that the light 
could be built on that island for a reasonable sum was that the 
captain of the Corey said it was rock, but it was not ; it was frozen ; 
we found it was sand and gravel. 

Mr. Mann. And now you propose to put a light-house on Michigan 
Island without knowing what it is? > 

Major Keller. We put one light-house there, and there is no 
reason for suspecting that the foundation is not the same. 

Mr. Mann. There is every reason ; it might be that there is quite 
a difference between one end and the other. 

Major Keller. That is not our experience in the Apostle Islands. 
Gull Island itself is probably a sea-created island, judging by its 
outcrop; I believe it has been made by winds and waves, but Michi- 
gan Island was certainly not made that way. 

Mr. Mann. You do not know what the north end is. 

Major Keller. I have been on the island, sir; I know simply that 
much about it. 

Mr. EscH. Do you know the outcrop? 

Major Keller. Yes, sir. > 

Mr. EscH. Are they the same at both ends? 

Mr. Livingston. It is reddish clay. 

Mr. Mann. Would this other light on Michigan Island have to be 
maintained if this one were constructed ? 

Major Keller. I see no good reason for maintaining it. 

Mr. Livingston.> No, the object for which that light was first built 
has entirely disappeared. We used to have trade years ago come to 
Bayfield, but that is all practically gone. 

Mr. Mann. If we should provide, then, for a light at the north 
end of Michigan Island, it would be right, at the same time, to pro- 
vide that when established the present light should be disestablished? 

Mr. Livingston. Absolutely so. 

Mr. Mann. You think they would not have the same experience 
that we had at Milwaukee? 

Mr. Livingston. No, sir; I think I am justified in saying that 
absolutely; I have not the slightest suspicion; I want to have you 
have all the facts that I have. 

Mr. Mann. I understand that, and we do not expect to bind the 
lake carriers by what you say; we only want your judgment. 

Mr. Livingston. I say frankly that I do not take any exceptions 
to any questions you ask, and I say this, that I think perhaps, under 
the circumstances, that we do trjr, although we may not always suc- 
ceed, to be exceedingly careful in every statement we make as to 
every aid that we ask ifor, because we realize the fact that we do not 
present to our executive committee, and we do not present to you, 
a tithe of the things that are sent to us from our committee on the 
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aids to navigation, because we realize the fact that they do not stop 
to think that the needs of the United States cover a large amount of 
territory ; it is very ffreat, and these men, while they are good pilots 
and all that sort of thing, sometimes think they could — I almost 
get the impression they would like to have the Lakes fenced in. 

Mr. Mann. How well, personally, Mr. Livingston, are you familiar 
with the needs on Lake Michigan ? 

Mr. Livingston. I think fairly well, Mr. Mann; I merely speak 
from some thirty years' experience. 

Mr. Mann. You wanted a light-ship at North Manitou Island, 
and then Grand Sable Point. \vTiich do you think is really the more 
necessary ? 

Mr. Livingston. I do not want to answer that question from 
memory just now. I will write you a letter. I would prefer to do 
that, because in one of' these cases I had that question up before. 
There is a little doubt in my mind, and while I have, perhaps, quite 
a decided opinion on it, I would, if you want information about it, 
-like to have five or six davs in which I could get it. 

Mr. Mann. We probably can not wait that long. Just take what 
judgment you have now; but of course we would like to have what- 
ever information you may send to us. 

Mr. Livingston. Perhaps I could get it to you inside of forty- 
eight hours. 

Mr. Mann. I do not think it is very essential. If we should, in 
the end, provide an acetylene-gas buoy at Manitou Island, do you 
not think that would be sufficient there — one of these new buoys? 

Mr. Livingston. I think a good acetylene buoy there, Mr. Mann, 
would be sufficient for practical purposes for some time to come. 
You know, in some cases the silt keeps forming land all the time ; for 
instance, you take that light-house down in the lake here; we have 
a boat on there which the Lake Carriers' Association keeps in com- 
mission. The soil has been gathering around that lake and extends 
out so far that we had to put a light-ship for protection outside of 
that, because the Canadian government was not in shape to do it, or 
did not do it. I think for that place that a first-class acetylene buoy, 
for the time being, would answer all practical purposes. 

Mr. Mann. All right. Major Keller, can you give us an idea of 
w^hat it would cost to make a thorough test and survey up above 
this place? 

Major Keller. I think $1,000 would cover the cost amply. 

Mr. Mann. We went down there as far as the twelfth district. 
Senate bill 5085, for a new light-house tender for the inspector of the 
twelfth district. I suppose. Commander Helm, that you consider 
that very necessary, being in the inspection service ? 

Commander Helm. The inspector out there says it is ; he says he 
can not get along any longer with one tender, and he has been howl- 
ing for it, and he says he must have it. 

Mr. Livingston. May I just say one word? I want you to 
thoroughly understand that I did not call attention to the fact that 
the traffic and the tonnage to Ashland has grown enormously, both 
up-bound and down-bound. I merely speak of it to urge the im- 
portance of this light-house. 

Mr. Mann. Is the tonnage now increasing at Ashland? 

Mr. Livingston. Yes, sir; quite considerably. 
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Mr. Mann. What is the occasion for that? 

Mr. Livingston. Simply because there is more ore shipped from 
there — a great deal more than there used to be. There is some grain, 
of course, crosses the bay, but the bulk of it goes from there. We 
have a good many vessels that load directly with ore for Ashland, 
and we have a great many boats that come back loaded from Duluth 
and Superior. 

Mr. Mann. It was stated to us at one time — ^by the way, I think 
the first reason given for putting a light at Gull Island — that vessels 
out-bound from Duluth sometimes were caught in a storm and 
wanted to run down for safety in the line of the Apostle Islands. 
Is there anything to that, Major Keller? 

Major Keller. I have not heard, Mr. Mann, of any such reason 
as that for the light-house, and I do not see why they should go all 
the way around there. 

Mr. Livingston. It is going a good ways in. 

Mr. Mann. I will be frank to say to you that it did not appeal 
to me. 

Major Keller. They can get in the other way, under Raspberry 
Light, and that would be the natural way to go; otherwise, they 
would come away around out. 

Mr. Mann. Commander Helm, we gave a light-house tender for 
the twelfth district a year or so ago for the Pacific coast, and another 
one for the Hawaiian Islands last year; it seems to me they are rather 
crowding us in that. 

Commander Helm. They have got a tender for the inspector of the 
twelfth district building, and there is one building for the Sand- 
wich Islands, and there is one building for the thirteenth district 
at Portland. 

Colonel Casey. By the way, that is the only tender out of some 
eight or nine that the engineers got ? 

Mr. Mann. The recommendation for the twelfth district first was 
especially for a tender for the inspector, and I think we put it in the 
bill as it passed the House, a tender for the inspector. The Senate 
changed that to a tender for the engineer, and it was agreed that the 
tender for the engineer was desirable and we put it into the law that 
way. 

Commander Helm. That' one will be completed and sent out this 
fall to the engineer. 

Mr. Mann. The bill calls for $215,000? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. What is the tender now being built going to cost? 

Commander Helm. That is the price for those on the Pacific coast; 
that is the appropriation. 

Mr. Mann. What are they going to cost? 

Commander Helm. They are going to cost on this coast very close 
to $200,000; a little off of $200,000, I think. Right up to the present 
time on those tenders we have between $185,000 and $190,000 already 
expended, or among bur liabilities. I would like to say this, how- 
ever, that those tenders are built at the contract price of $164,000 for 
just the bare tenders. I think that was probably less than we can 
get them built for again, as I do not believe that the New York Ship- 
building Company are making much money on them. 

Mr. Mann. We have always heard that tale. 
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Commander Helm. I do not get that from them ; I doubt if they 
would bid again. 

Mr. Mann. Thev bid for this at a time when everything was away 
up in price and labor difficult to obtain, prosperity rampant, accord- 
ing to one contention, at least ; now, I should think it would be easy 
to get a bid even lower. 

Commander Helm. Of course that does seem reasonable, and I sup- 
pose you know more about it than I do, but still we have the impres- 
sion, not from them, that they are not going to make any money to 
speak of if they do not lose money on those tenders at that price. ' 

Mr. Mann. Senate bill 3660, for a light station at the outer end 
of San Pedro, Cal. ; how urgent is that? 

Commander Helm. That is one of the things, 1 am sorry to say, 
that they have changed on since they made that last recommendation. 
The last reports from out there were that if we got one of those big 
acetylene buoys, it would answer all purposes, so they sent in for 
$20,000 to place a buoy out there. 

Mr. Mann. How can they put the acetylene buoy at the end of 
the pier ? 

Commander Helm. Outside of the pier somewhere. 

Mr. Mann. I should think it would be more desirable, where you 
have a pier, where you can get access to the light, to build a light sta- 
tion out there. 

Mr. Adamson. Wherever you use one of those buoys you have to 
have two of them. 

Mr. Mann. And you have to have a boat to get to them. 

Commander Helm. Oh, yes. If we had more than one, a group, 
one buoy would do for quite a number of them. 

Mr. Adamson. One could relieve more than one buoy ? 

Commander Helm. Yes. 

Mr. Adamson. In other words, you have to have one extra horse all 
the time ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. There is deep water right off the end, 
and after putting in that request for the light and fog-signal station 
on the end of the pier, the district officers out there concluded that 
a gas buoy would do just as well placed off the end of the pier. 

Mr. Mann. Have those district officers out there had any experience 
with these gas buoys? 

Commander Helm. The Light-House Board does not own any 
acetylene buoys qn the Pacific coast; if they have had e:^perience 
they must have gotten it outside of the Light-House Service. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, the cost of maintaining one of those buoys 
is much less than maintaining the light station with a keeper. 

Commander Helm. Yes^ sir ; very materially less. 

Mr. Mann. How much is this light needed? 

Commander Helm. I think there should be either the buoy or the 
light there. 

Mr. Mann. They figured the cost to be $20,000? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; we figured them down to $8,000. You 
have got to bear in mind that a buoy made on this side for eight 
thousand will cost more money sent across to the other side; it 
would be hardly fair to cut that down to eight thousand ; you would 
have to count the freight. 

Mr. EscH. They can be shipped by freight, can they not? 
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Commander Helm. I should think so ; yes, sir. Those buoys, the 
biggest ones, are about 28 feet above the water and draw about the 
same amount; the second size draw a little less than that, and •the 
third size, say, about 20 feet above. 

Mr. EscH. What is the diameter of the largest size? 

Commander Helm. About 12 feet, as I remember the thing. 

Mi;. Mann. It would be easy to ship them there by a vessel, would 
it not? 

Mr. EscH. Twelve feet above a flat car you could not get through 
some of the tunnels; you would have to take them apart. 

Commander Helm. We would have to take them apart ; yes, sir. 

Mr. EscH. It seems to me the cheapest way would be to send them 
around by boat. 

Commander Helm. Of course, we have some vessels of our own 
going around there, just what we were talking about, and we have 
been planning for things like that, to ship things like that around 
in the immediate future. 

Mr. Mann. You could not ship these buoys around on those pres- 
ent boats ? 

Commander Helm. You would have to take them all to pieces to 
do it. 

Mr. Mann. You would not have the buoys when your boats got 
ready to go. 

Commander Helm. I do not know; if you give us an appropria- 
tion in July we ought to get something by October. 

Mr. Mann. Do you not expect these vessels to go around there be- 
fore very long? We rammed through an emergency resolution here 
the other day to give you the money to send them around, to make it 
available now . 

Commander Helm. There was a little misunderstanding about 
that. In the first place, one of those light-ships, 88^ has been tied up 
at Tompkinsville, and we tried to get that emergency on the ur- 

fent deficiency bill, but they ruled it out of the urgent deficiency 
ill, and they waited so long that the season for passing Magellan 
Straits was gradually leaving us. Those vessels would be ready to 
send this summer, as far as that is concerned, but it is a little risky 
until the good season. They are just waiting for the good season 
now ; it is not possible to send them down there in the winter at all ; 
they would lose some of them, because there is very heavy weather 
down there. Just as soon as the Light-House Board dares to send 
them they will do so. 

[Senate Report No. 59, Sixtieth Congress, first session.] 

The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 3660) to es- 
tablish a light and fog signal on the outer end of the breakwater, San Pedro, 
Oal., having considered the same report thereon with a recommendation that 
it pass without amendment. 

The bill* has the approval of the Department of Commerce and Labor, as will 
appear by the following extract from the Annual Report of the Light-House 
Board for the year ending June 30, 1907, page 136 : 

" San Pedro lyreakwater, entrance to outer harhor, San Pedro, Cah — ^A light 
and fog signal on the outer end of the breakwater will be useful to coasters as 
well as to commerce to and from the present harbor of Wilmington and which 
will spring up under the lee of the breakwater. It is expected that the con- 
crete block forming the outer end of the breakwater will be finished in about 
one year, and it is recommended that the block be subjected to the storms of 
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one year before the superstructure be commenced, The Board estimates that 
the proposed light and fog signal, including quarters, can be built for $36,000, 
and it recommends that an appropriation of this amount be made therefor." 

Under an estimate for this item in the Book of Estimates for the year ending 
June 30, 1909, appears the following note: 

"Note. — This station is needed by coasters as well as by the commerce to 
and from Wilmington. The concrete block forming the outer end of the break- 
water it is expected will be finished by July, 1908, and it is proposed to subject 
the block to the storms of a year before commencing the superstructure."' 

Mr. Mann. House bill 17882 and Senate bill 5341, for the en- 
largement, improvement, and equipment of the depot at Yerba 
Buena Island, California. Do you consider that of very great im- 
poilance ? 

Commander Helm. Yes; the same as we do about New York and 
Philadelphia. It is of the utmost importance to get our light sta- 
tions in good shape so that we can handle our boats and buoys in 
good shape. We are very restricted in Yerba Buena for wharfage, 
and they have not the necessary shops or space for working the 
buoys and the coal and the supplies economically and conveniently* 

Mr. Mann. T notice that last year you had funds with which you 
were able to add two rooms and two iDaths for the use of the watch- 
man and blacksmith. Do you aim to provide a private bath for 
each individual laborer at these depots ? 

Commander Helm. 1 have not examined that bath, sir, but I sup- 
pose that you would find that they have not a private one for each one. 

Mr. Adamson. It seems they are so near the ocean they could do 
the way the boys in the country do — go out and jump in. 

Mr. Mann. Two rooms and two baths for the watchman and 
blacksmith were added. I should think that a light-house station 
that needed as much as this does could wait for the private baths 
for the watchman and blacksmith. 

Commander Helm. I do not imagine those cost very much money* 
I do not know anything about it, any more than is m those books. 
There is a separate house of some kind for each one of these people ; 
those baths, such as they are, were put in separate places. 

Mr. Mann. Do you build a separate house for the watchman and 
a separate house for a blacksmith at your light-house stations? Is 
that what the money is wanted for? 

Colonel Casey. We do not generally do that ; no, sir. 

Commander Helm. This money is for building a sea wall, filling 
in behind it and extending the wharfage front in that way, and pu^ 
ting up shops and putting those little things. I do not think they 
amount to much, for the people who live over there up on top of the 
bluflF tear them down and get rid of them. 

Mr. Adamson. You know St. Paul said cleanliness was next to 
godliness, and I do not "think you ought to object to them bathing. 

Mr. Mann. I notice that you want to move the buoy depot and the 
keeper's dwelling to the top of the bluff; you want to locate it on a 
gently sloping piece of ground. 

Commander Helm. That is to get the room down below for some- 
thing important; that is all. 

Mr. EscH. On this island you have three separate docks, I remem- 
ber, one for the naval training station, another for the War or Navy 
Department, and one for the Light-House Service. Do you not 
think it would be economical to have one single, large, commodious 
dock instead of having three ? 
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Colonel Casey. I do not think it would. 

Mr. EscH. Is is a small island to begin with. The interests are so 
different that they would be confused. That may be due more to 
pride of position or of service than anything- else. 

Colonel Casey. No, but the buoys in the light-house depot take 
up a great deal of room. 

Mr. Stevens. The docks are not very long. 

Colonel Casey. No; they are comparatively small. 

Mr. Mann. How riiany places out there use crude oil for fuel? 
You hafVe a recommendation that there be some kind of tank erected 
for storing a considerable quantity of crude oil, so that it may be 
easily handled. I think you had better investigate crude oil, so that 
you can give us some information ; it is a very cheap fuel out there. 
It might be very desirable. 

Commander Helm. We have been taking that subject up pretty- 
thoroughly and are still after it with a view to using as cheap an oil 
as we can for fog signals. We are still corresponding with the in- 
spectors on that very subject, and, generally speaking, we do want to 
get into such shape that they can handle that oil as economically as 
possible. 

Mr. Mann. We would want to determine first that we were going 
to use it. 

Commander Helm. I think it is just a question of price. At the 
present we have had some trouble in getting oil vats, the way we 
w^anted them, on the Pacific coast. 

Mr. Mann. I think you had better find out; it costs a good deal to 
fix up the plants. 

Colonel Casey. That seems to be a subject they are quite urgent 
on, the fixing up of Yerba Buena Island. 

Commander Helm. In answer to that fog-signal question, we find 
we have six installed last year, but we have not the exact number 
there. 

Mr. Mann. You do not know what the comparative cost is, do 
you? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; not just now. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, if you find it economical to install or use 
the crude oil there it would undoubtedly be desirable to construct 
some special tank for its storage for the depot. 

Commander Helm. I have been out there and around Goat Island 
and on it and have just a general idea, but I think, from a light- 
house standpoint, what they need is to get more room along the 
water front and to do something to get those little shacks off out of 
the way. 

Mr. Mann. No; they want to build a lot of buildings there. 

Commander Helm. Those come in afterwards for shops. 

Mr. Mann. You want to spread the same thing over there that 
you do in New York — a new navy-yard. 

Commander Helm. No; you make that too big. This just saves 
you lots of money when you can make minor repairs at a place. 

Mr. Mann. I am not saying it does not; that is a question. 

Commander Helm. If you can not give us all of that it would be 
well to give us what you can and let us build some next year. 

Mr. Mann. What can you build next year? What money do you 
want? 
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Commander Helm. I should think to build that wall and the 
wharves and fill in we could spend $50,000 to great advantage; that 
is my best judgment from reading the literature on the subject I 
have. 

Mr. Mann. They did not ask for anything for that at all in the 
annual report. When did this happy thought strike the officers out 
there? 

Commander Helm. They have been writing for a good while, and 
why I did not put it in the annual report I do not know, but there 
have been several letters for it. 

Department of Commebce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, February 27, 1908. 

Dear Sir : Referrinie: to committee's letter dated February 25, 1908, inclosing 
a copy of H. R. 17882, " To authorize the enlargement, improvement, and equip- 
ment of the light-house depot at Yerba Buena Island, California," and asking 
that the committee be furnished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper 
touching the merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage, this Department 
has the honor to submit the following information : 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that for 
several years past the facilities for handling buoys and for keeping them in good 
order have been very much cramped, resulting in delays and increased cost. 
The cost of handling the supplies of the district have for this cause been in- 
creased. The increase in the volume and value of the commerce of the district 
naturally demands that the aids to navigation be increased in number and kept 
in good condition. 

The Board is strongly of the opinion that the time has now arrived when it 
becomes necessary to take seriously into consideration the question of enlarging 
this establishment. 

The plan that suggests itself at present is to move the buoy depot keeper's 
dwelling to the top of the bluff immediately above the present wharf, near the 
line which divides the light-house grounds from those under the charge of the 
Navy Department. In this locality there is a piece of gently sloping ground on 
which these buildings could be put. 

The ground now occupied by this building and other small structures could 
be devoted advantageously to shops, storehouses, and sheds. 

The wharf, in order to accommodate properly the present tender, relief light- 
vessel, and other vessels that may belong to the district, will have to be con- 
siderably enlarged. It should be provided with derricks and tram cars for 
handling the supplies. Now that the question of using crude oil for fuel in the 
Light-House Establishment has come prominently forward it would be well to 
make provision for storing a quantity of this at the depot, where it could be 
readily delivered from oil boats and readily taken by the tenders for their own 
use and for delivery to such fog-signal stations as may be equipped with plants 
for burning this fuel. 

The Board realizes that this change can be effected only at considerable cost, 
but it is of the opinion that it will be worth to the service any reasonable 
amount that can be spent upon it. , ' 

The engineer of the twelfth light-house district has made the necessary 
survey and is now preparing the plans and estimate covering the contemplated 
improvemens, which will include the providing of additional area by building 
wharves and filling in behind retaining walls. 

This Department, therefore, concurring in the views expressed above ,recom- 
mends the passage of the bill. 

Very truly, yours, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary. 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 13092 and Senate bill 3601, for a light sta- 
tion at Punta Gorda. 

Commander Helm. We consider that No. 1 item in California for 
building. 

Mr. Mann. Will it take $75,000? 
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Commander Helm. That is the estimate from the engineer out 
there. I have been around the place several times and I think it will. 

Mr. Mann. As I understand, that is a place where there is a long 
distance without any light at all now. 

Commander Helm, x es, sir ; and it is a peculiar situation, the wind 
blowing over from the northwest during the summer time makes all 
the vessels hug the coast very closely, and they come around out of 
a bite and get rounded up. 

Mr. Stevens. Is it in that reservation? 

Mr. Mann. There is a reservation now, but not right at the point. 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir; it is on the reservation. 

Mr. Mann. But the reservation is not at that point. 

Colonel Casey. It ought to be. 

Mr. Mann. I think the reservation is not at that particular place. 

Mr. Stevens. Do you want to locate your light-house on a reser- 
vation ? 

Commander Helm. As far as I know, we have no information 
about that; I suppose we would get the land in the ordinary way, 
but it may be that I do not know aoout it. 

Mr. Mann. I think that Mr. Englebright gave me the impression 
the other day that the reservation was some little ways south from 
Punta Gorda and not at the point. 

Commander Helm. I do not think we have any information in our 
books about the reservation at all. 

Mr. Mann. You have it on your chart. 

Commander Helm. That is approximate, and that is all we have. 
The report about that is 29 acres of land, including right of way of 
road, $2,175. That is all I can find now on the subject. 

Mr. Mann. Pigeon Point. 

Commander Helm. Pigeon Point, additional land and oil houses; 
those are both old items that have been in the report for some time, 
but I do not know anything additional about them. 

Mr. Mann. Why can you not build an oil house out there for $500? 
What is the necessity for spending $1,500 on an oil house? 

Commander Helm. Colonel Casey and I took that up yesterday, 
and we do not know who put that estimate there and we have not 
much reason to give. 

Colonel Casey. One thousand five hundred dollars would be illegal 
at the present time; we would have to have a special. act. 

Mr. Mann. I understand; but why can you not build it for $500? 

Colonel Casey. If we can build two houses at $550 each, I think 
it would be better, much more secure against fire. 

Mr. Mann. An oil house is just a litue brick building, is it not? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir; we have some of wood and they ought 
to be replaced. . 

Commander Helm. They are concrete now, are they not? 

Mr. Mann. I do not see that it makes much difference; if the oil 
gets afire it is gone. 

Commander Helm. I had a little experience with that. I was 
not there at the time, but I was on the way, and our place in Manila 
caught on fire and it came near burning up the storehouse and it 
scared them up pretty badly and they gave the money to build a new 
oil house pretty fast. We built it with concrete and it is a pretty 
good oil house. 
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Mr. Stf.vens. You have not had any fire in there, have you? 

Commander Helm. No; but if we had it would not do any harm, 
because it is absolutely fireproof. 

Mr. Mann. You want to keep fire out. 

Commander Helm. It is not the oil that you put in there; it is 
the paint oil that is usually caught. 

Mr. Mann. We made an appropriation some years ago for a double 
dwelling for assistant keepers at Bonita Point, $6,000. You say 
you can not build it for that, but want $2,000 more. My advice to 
you would be to build it with what you have. 

Commander Helm. We have built that and it is finished so far as I 
know, but they ask $2,000 more to build outhouses and fences. The 
last report I saw of that thing it was being completed, in January, 
1908. 

Mr. Mann. If the engineer out there does the same way that the 
en^neers do in other places that we visited last summer on Lake 
Michigan about building outhouses, and so forth, they had better get 
some new directions. It was the most ridiculous w^aste of money 
imaginable ; not only a waste of money, but a lack of common sense. 

Commander Helm. The dwelling is undoubtedly completed. 

Mr. Mann. Army Point light and fog signal station, Suisun Bay, 
California, $10,000. 

Commander Helm. That would be a desirable place to have a sta- 
tion. 

Mr. Mann. Where is Suisun? 

Mr. Stevens. What is there up there that you need a station for ? 

Commander Helm. I do not know that it is a most essential thing. 
Suisan Bay is up above San Francisco, and there is quite a traffic up 
that way of smaller vessels. 

Mr. Stevens. But they do not travel nights. 

Colonel Casey. It is on the way to Sacramento. 

Mr. Stevens. But they do not travel at night. 

Mr. Mann. Point Keyes light-station oil house. 

Commander Helm. We have nothing more to say about that than 
about the other oil houses ; we ought to have an oil house out there. 

Colonel Casey. If we can get that oil-house appropriation, we want 
it; we have a pretty big one in this time. 

Mr. Mann. House bill 13079, Senate Bill 4856, for leasing San 
Clemente Island to the San Clemente Wool Company. 

Commander Helm. Colonel Casey went into that the other day 
very thoroughly. 

Colonel Casey. That is a bill for the leasing of San Clemente 
Island. Here is a letter that the Secretary wrote, which I believe 
you have. He recommends that that be passed. 

Mr. Mann. What is the necessity in any event for Government 
officials to have the right, if this island be leased, to establish fishing 
and camping places ? 

Colonel Casey. I do not know ; that was put in by Mr. Pinchot. 

Mr. Mann. It is not for the special benefit, either of the light- 
house officials out there or the Light-House Board or the committees 
in Congress having jurisdiction of the subject? 

Colonel Casey. No. 
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Mr. Mann. The proposition did not come from the Light-House 
Establishment that there be fishing and camping places set apart on 
this island? 

Colonel Casey. Also that provision for game animals was put in 
by Mr. Pinchot. 

Mr. EscH. How are you going to run a game reserve and a sheep 
ranch side by side? 

Mr. Mann. If they had wild sheep, I should think it would be a 
very good place. 

Colonel Casey. It seems to me that the equities would also have 
something to do with it, after a person goes to work and makes im- 
provenients on a place and then to run m a herd of wild buff alb or 
something of that kind. We ruled that out and we did not want to 
put it in, but Mr. Pincjiot wanted to put it in, and I stated that this 
island, in its natural condition, was devoid of water; that these people 
who leased it had to husband the water at their own expense, and if 
we installed wild animals and game animals on this island, there is 
no stipulation as to how much of the island they would occupy and 
how much of the water of the lessee they would use up. 

Mr. Stevens. Is the whole island a light-house reservation? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir; the whole island is a light-house reserva- 
tion, but it is not used at all. We have, however, reserved in this bill 
any section of the island that we wish to. go upon and build light- 
houses or light-house buildings or Government buildings of an^ kmd. 

Mr. Stevens. Have there been any losses to navigation m that 
neighborhood that you know about ? 

Colonel Casey. ISo, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. So that it is not in a dangerous pathway for vessels? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir; they go outside. 

Mr. Mann. You have three islands down there together, have you 
not? 

Colonel Casey. No; San Clemente is an isolated island. 

Mr. Mann. Are there not three pretty fairly close together ? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir ; San Clemente is about 20 miles from Santa 
Catalina, and then San Nicholas is outside of that. 
• Mr. Mann. And Anacapa; there are three islands. 

Colonel Casey. There may be a little rock near San Clemente. 

Mr. Mann. You have authority now to lease them all, have you 
not? • 

Colonel Casey. No, sir ; San Clemente simply. 

Mr. Mann. You have leased all of them? 

Colonel Casey. I am not certain about that. 

Mr. Mann. You refer in your report to the fact that Anacapa was 
leased to the highest bidder; that San Nicholas was leased to the 
highest bidder. 

Colonel Casey. Those are not in the group of San Clemente. 

Mr. Mann. I beg your pardon, they are within a very short dis- 
tance; they are all off Santa Catalina Island. 

Colonel Casey. Santa Catalina is 30 miles away. 

Mr. Mann. They are all off Santa Catalina Island; they are all 
near San Pedro. 

Mr. Adamson. They are certainly not as far as the Philippines. 
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Mr. Mann. What I want to get at is the distinction you mak^ 
about leasing these other islands to the highest bidder and leasing 
San Clemente to a particular firm without advertising for bids. 

Colonel Casey. That I am unable to state ; that is the way the bill 
came to us. 

Mr. Mann. I am not talking about the bill. 

Colonel Casey. We found that they had had a lease for five years 
and had put in dams and other arrangements for storing water. 
Therefore they had a certain equity, it was believed, for renewing 
the lease. 

Mr. Mann. The law gives you the authority to lease land for five 
years; it supposes that you advertise for bids — I do not know but 
it requires it, and if it does not, it ought to. 

Colonel Casey. I believe in the letter which the Secretary wrote 
that he said if it was determined to lease this island without bids in 
the ordinary way, and it was believed that the equities of the case 
warranted it, it would be so and so. 

Mr. Mann. What equities does a man acquire when his lease ex- . 
pires in a case of that kind ? 

Colonel Casey. Simply the equity of occupation and improvements 
that he has put on the property. 

Mr. Mann. If that is the theory of the leasing of all Government 
lands and Government property, the moment a man gets the lease the 
first time, then he has a vested right in that property forever. 

Colonel Casey. Not a vested right, but a kind of right in equity. 

Mr. Mann. It becomes a vested right if the Government recog- 
nizes it as a right. 

Mr. EscH. That is the recognition of a squatter. 

Colonel Casey. The bill originally was drawn up for a rental of 
$1,000 a year. 

Mr. Mann. We are not talking about the bill, we are talking about 
what you do. 

Colonel Casey. We raised it to $1,500, and I think that is about the 
price you could get. 

Mr. Mann. The Government will derive no advantage from leas- 
ing this island to these people for a long term, except me additional 
rental. 

Colonel Casey. Except $1,500. 

Mr. Mann. For the next five years, so far as you could tell, they 
will not get any other advantage. 

Colonel Casey. Except the $1,500 a year of money, and that goes 
to the light-house department. 

Mr. Mann. The lease of this company runs out on January 1. 1911, 
and the only extra advantage will be the increased rental of $500 a 
year from now until January 1, 1911. Somebody may be willing to 
pay $2,000 a year after that. 

Colonel Casey. I suppose they would, to get all the improvements 
they have made there and use them. 

Mr. Mann. These people make these improvements at their own 
risk, do they not ? They are not doing it for the benefit of the Gen- 
eral Government, are they ? 

Colonel Casey. No; but they have made a vast improvement in 
that island from the time they have taken it ; they have sown cactus 
and they have arrested the drifting sands. 
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Mr. Adamson. They leased it knowing that they would have to do 
that. 

Colonel Casey. They leased it as a paying investment. 

Mr. Adamson. How many acres? 

Colonel Casey. The island is about 3^ miles wide and about 30 
miles long. 

Mr. Mann. Close to 100 square miles of ground. 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. For $1,000 a year? 

Colonel Casey. One thousand five hundred dollars a year. 

Mjp. Mann. No; $1,000 a year. Do you not think that is rather 
a low rental they have had in the past ? 

Colonel Casey. It was a desert island, an island without water; 
it was of no use to anybody. 

Mr. Mann. I am not complaining about the rental. 

Mr. Adamson. There is no provision to account to them for their 
betterments ; they had no right to expect that. 

Colonel Casey. No ; except that they have done the right thing by 
the island. 

Mr. Mann. Is there no vegetation on this island ? 

Colonel Casey. Only stumpy brush; no forests. 

Mr. Mann. Where does stumpy brush grow without any forage? 

Colonel Casey. In the ravines. ^ 

Mr. Mann. I have never seen a place where stumpy brush would 
grow and no forage. 

Colonel Casey. I said " forests." 

Mr. EscH. Are they making a success of planting this bunch grass 
that prevents the shifting of the sand ? 

Colonel Casey. They are usin^ the spiny cactus ; they are using it, 
and it has been very successful in making windrows and hedges so 
as to prevent the drifting of the sand. 

Commander Helm. As to that point, in regard to that bill, as to 
whether it should be leased without competitive bids or not, this is 
the wording of the Secretary's letter : 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that if it 
be the intention to lease San Clemente Island to the San Clemente Wool Com- 
pany — - 

That is the Secretary's wording. 

Mr. Mann. But you have leased it without bids, have you not? 
Was the last lease made after bids or not? 

Commander Helm. The first lease was made with bids and the 
second without a bid, and now the question comes up for a bid in 
1911. The lease expires in , and now a bill comes up for a lease 

after that time, and the district officers themselves have said that 
they do not see any particular reason for rushing in that bill at the 
present time, and the Secretary says that "if it be the intention" 
to do that. 

Mr. Mann. It is not anything that the Light-House Board is urg- 
ing as a matter of any special public benefit at the present time. 

Colonel Casey. I think it is entirely a matter apart from us. 

Commander Helm. If you want to pass that bill, that is what the 
Secretary says ; we are not interested in it. 

Colonel Casey. We are not interested one way or the other. 
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Mr. EscH. Only as money derived from the lease would go into 
your fund. 

Mr. Mann. Does that money go into your fund? 

Colonel Casey. By the terms of the bill ; yes. 

Mr. Mann. You have been for years urging Congress to give you 
the authority to sell, and when you do sell light-house stuflF to cover 
the money into the Treasury. 

Colonel Casey. Yes ; I think it would be desirable to have it. 

Mr. Mann. You will never get it. 

Colonel Casey. It is so in the engineer department of the Army. 

Mr. Mann. It ought not to be ; the tendency is the other way. 

Commander Helm. They go so far in that as this: That as far as 
a vessel is concerned, if anything runs into it and damages it, and 
then they are paid for the damage, that money has to go into the 
appropriation. 

Mr. Mann. We come now to the Hawaiian Islands — House bill 
.11824 — a light-house depot at Honolulu. You want that, but that 
is not the most important thing out there, is it? 

Colonel Casey. We have got nothing, sir. They have not had 
anything, but now they have a tender it is essential that they should 
have a wharf and a light-house depot. 

Mr. Mann. If the Navy should go over to Pearl Harbor, might 
there not be some navy sheds or buildings that could possibly be 
used by the Light-House Board ? 

Colonel Casey. We are using now what the Government allows, as 
I understand it ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. Will they not have a lot more if the Navy moves over 
to Pearl Harbor? 

Commander Helm. If the Navy moves, we might have them, yes. 

Mr. Mann. It is the same Government that contributes to the Navy 
and contributes to the Light-House Board. 

Commander Helm. We did not take up that proposition because 
we did not know the Navy was going to Pearl Harbor. 

Mr. Mann. There seems to be every reason to think that the bill 
will pass providing for the Navy to go to Pearl Harbor. 

Commander Helm. The tender will be there in the fall and we 
ought to be prepared to go to work. 

Mr. Stevens. The Navy is accommodating you pretty well ? 

Commander Helm. They have not much of a plant there; they 
take up all the wharf, and they give us a tug out there, as they did at 
San Juan, and let us use the navy station. 

Mr. Mann. The Navy have got a number of vessels that they want 
• to get rid of. Would they be at all 'suitable for reconstruction for 
light-house purposes? 

Commander Helm. I do not know of any. What are they ? 

Mr. Mann. I do not laiow the names of them. 

Commander Helm. I do not mean that; I mean the class of boats. 

Mr. Mann. The smaller vessels. 

Commander Helm. I do not think so, because they are built on 
diflFerent plans. I do not know of any class of vessels in the Navy 
that would be advantageous.' 

Mr. Mann. They are about the size of a revenue cutter, I think. 

Commander Helm. To put them into shape for the uses of buoys 
and carrying the freight and oil would probably cost more than it 
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would come to, and their engines and boilers take up a lot of the ship 
in order to get up speed nowadays, and a light-house boat is a boat 
for moderate speed, but not high speed. Generally speaking, those 
vessels cost more than they are worth to make the necessary altera- 
tions. 

Mr. Mann. If you just leave out " to make the necessary altera- 
tions " and say they cost more than they are worth, generally speak- 
ing, that would be true. ^ 

Department of Commerce and Laror, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, Jamiary 13, J 908. 

Dear Sir : Referring, to your letter dated January 8, 1908, inclosing a copy of 
H. R. 11824, " to provide a light-house depot at Honolulu, in the Territory of 
Hawaii," and asking that the committee be furnished with such suggestions as 
may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the propriety of its 
passage, this Department has the honor to submit the following information : 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that a ix)r- 
tion of the warehouse on the channel wharf has been used as a temporary light- 
house depot. A portion of one of the naval wharves is still used, by courtesy 
of the Navy Department, for the storage of buoys, buoy chain, appendages, etc., 
but this temporary arrangement will have to be terminated when the Navy De- 
partnaent shall need the space. 

The depot arrangement of the engineer officer of this subcjistrict is also tem- 
porary. A joint light-house depot with storerooms and workshop is urgently 
needed. With the establishment of the new first-order lights now authorized 
and under way and the completion of the new tender, this need will become 
still more urgent. 

A recommendation for an appropriation of $40,000 to establish this depot is 
contained in the current annual report of the Light-House Board, the item stand- 
ing number two in the order of importance for new aids to navigation required 
in the Territory of Hawaii. 

This Department, concurring in the statements made above, respectfully rec- 
ommends the passage of the bill. 

Very truly, yours, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary, 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives 

Mr. Mann. House bill 11826, a bill to increase the limit of cost to 
the rear range light at Honolulu Harbor, $10,000. There is no doubt 
whatever about the necessity for that, is there? Under the arrange- 
ment that you have made you have to have this $10,000 extra for the 
rear range light at Honolulu ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; that was put in before the conditions 
changed completely ; that was put in as a requisition. 

Mr. Mann. Have the conditions changed? 

Commander Helm. The conditions have changed quite radically. 

Mr. Mann. Changed since when ? 

Colonel Casey. About two or three months back. It was intended 
to have a range there at Honolulu to go into the harbor. There was 
a contention lor a long time about the position of the rear light, and 
there was a quarrel between the district officers and the governor of 
the Territory as to about where it should be put, and the district offi- 
cers wanted to put it in the middle of the street, right back of the 
wharf front, but the governor objected strenuously to that, and he 
said when he was in our office that if we would put that in Oceanic 
coal lot, which adjoined the streets which led down by the water 
front, that he would see that that was given to the Light-House 
Establishment by the Territory. The former naval secretary and 
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myself thought that was a good idea, and so we changed from our 
previous recommendations to put it in the middle of the street, ac- 
cording to the idea of the district officer, and to change it to Oceanic 
coal lot. Then the Secretary of Commerce and Labor went out to 
Honolulu last summer and conferred with the district officers and 
with the governor, and they had a meeting, and came to the conclu- 
sion that a position for that rear light right at the bulkhead line of 
the wharf W*as the proper place for it. This had been broached before 
as a position for that light, but the Light-House Board had not con- 
sidered it very favorably, but the Secretary seemed to be convinced 
that that was the proper place for it, and he said they were quite 
unanimous on the subject, and so the Light-House Board agreed to 
put it there. 

That was the condition when we asked for the $10,000 more, to put 
in those foimdations, which we thought would cost that much more, 
but we find now, since borings have been made, that it will take 
vastly more than that. We think we can not get any foundation in- 
side of 60 feet, that it is of soft mud, and so we came to the conclu- 
sion recently that we had better give up that rear range light for the 
present, let it stay in abeyance, and put in the front range fight, upon 
which we have already spent $15,000; keep the front range light as a 
coast light, and for the time being vessels can navigate along the 
Oahu coast; and there is no real necessity for that rear range light, 
I think ; at least, we are going to hold it in abeyance. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, we are the legislative branch of the Gov- 
ernment ; we care very little for the whims of somebody in the execu- 
tive branch of the Government. You are controlled sometimes by 
the will of somebody else, but you are before us, and we want the 
judgment of the light-house officials as to where this rear range light 
ought to go — ^your own judgment. 

Colonel Casey. If you want my best judgment about it, it is that it 
be abandoned temporarily. 

Mr. Mann. I want to know where it ought to be constructed, if it 
is to be constructed. 

Colonel Casey. I think myself that the Oceanic coal lot was the 
best place for it. 

Mr. Stevens. Did you- know of any objection to the use of that 
place for a range light? 

Colonel Casey. No; the only thing that I know is that the plans 
were changed after the Secretary's visit. 

Mr. Stevens. I know, but that is not my question; was any objec- 
tion brought to you why the Oceanic coal lot ought not to be used 
for a range light ? . 

Colonel Casey. The only objection that was ever urged was that 
there was a coal shed that was on the range, and that would partially 
conceal this rear range light. 

Mr. Stevens. What did the district officer report as to that? 

Colonel Casey. He reported in that way, he thought that would 
be an objection. It is not an objection, really, because that light 
can be put up 30 feet above the roof of that coal shed and can be 
painted a brilliant color. 

Mr. Stevens. Did not the protest of the mariners of that port come 
to you, that at that point it would be merged with the lights back 
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of it in the town, that it could not be used for a range by them, and 
by night it would be merged with the lights of the city ? 

Colonel Casey. That could be very easily overcome. 

Mr. Stevens. Did not a protest of that kind come? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir ; but we did not consider that as of mucR 
weight, as for a day mark it could be painted a brilliant color, which 
would distinguish it at once, and as a night mark it could be given 
a flash, which would distinguish it from anything around there. 

Mr. Stevens. Was not the objection also made that if the light 
was to be used that that front range light would have to be changed 
somewhat in location ? 

Colonel Casey. That was not true, no, sir ; it would not have to be 
changed. 

Mr. Stevens. Was not that objection raised ? 

Colonel Casey. There might have been some, but it was a pure 
cavil ; there was no necessity for it, really. 

Mr. Stevens. Who favored the use of the Oceanic lot, the gov- 
ernor? 

Colonel Casey. The governor. 

Mr. Stevens. And the district officers and the mariners opposed it? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir; they wanted to plant the light in the 
middle of the street; that was an objectionable place for it. 

Mr. Mann. Why? 

Colonel Casey. Because it would interfere with the future com- 
mercial progress of the town ; it was in the way, liable to be damaged. 

Mr. Mann. How would it be damaged ? 

Colonel Casey. I do not know exactly how. 

Mr. Stevens. Do you know how far it would be between the outer 
edge of the light and the wharf as it was planned ? 

Colonel Casey. About 40 feet. 

Mr. Stevens. That would give 40 feet of traffic. 

Colonel Casey. There was only 10 feet on each side of it. 

Mr. Stevens. How much space for traffic would there be between 
the edge of the wharf and the edge of the li^ht-house? 

Colonel Casey. There is no place for traffic at all ; it would be filled 
up, for merchants ; that is right on the wharf. 

Mr. Stevens. There was a space for traffic left between the light- 
house and the edge of the wharf. 

Commander ILblm. Here is a blueprint of that and you can see 
the whole situation. 

(The committee examined the blueprint of the proposed site.) 

Mr. Mann. Has the front range light been constructed? 

Colonel Casey. Partially constructed. 

Mr. Mann. The old light has not been moved yet? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir. 

Mr. Mann. And where did they want to put that, in Esplanade 
street? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. I do not think there is any necessity for 
a rear range light there at all. 

Mr. Mann. I think you have been intimidated. 

Colonel Casey. And there has been so much trouble in putting it 
there now we have had to let it go. 

Mr. Stevens. What do you say that the borings down there show? 

37878—08 ^10 
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Colonel Casey. There is no bottom at 60 feet ; it is all mud. We 
will continue to call this the front range light, and it will be the coast 
light. 

Mr. Mann. You can not call it the front range light if you have no 
range. Why do vessels need this range at all ? 

Colonel Casey. Because the channel is narrow. 

Mr. Mann. We will repeal appropriations that are not going to be 
used. I do not think we ought to let them stand when they are not 
used. 

Colonel Casey. I would not repeal anything. 

Mr. Mann. We would. 

Colonel Casey. Because we want the front light very badly. 

Mr. Mann. We w^ould not repeal that part of it, of course. 

Department of (Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary. 

Washington^ January 13, 1908, 
Sir : Referring to your letter dated January 8, 1908, inclosing a copy of the 
bill H. R. 11826, " To increase the limit of cost of the rear range light at Hono- 
lulu Harbor, Hawaii," and asking that the committee be furnished with such 
suggestions as may be deemed proper touching the merits of the bill and the 
propriety of its passage, this Department has the honor to submit the following 
Information : 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that the 
Secretary of Commerce and Labor, the governor of the territory, and repre- 
sentatives of the Light-House Board stationed at Honolulu met in conference in 
August, 1007, when it was agreed, all concurring, that the site previously selected 
for the rear range tower should be changed for another site. The change 
makes it necessary to increase the cost of the foundation about $4,000 and to 
expend some $6,000 in giving the tower additional height. 

The Department, therefore, concurring in the statement given above, recom- 
mends the passage of the bill in question. 

Respectfully, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary, 
Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Jtepresentatives. 

Mr. Mann. H. R. 6147, for a light station on the island of Kauai, 
at Kilauea Point. Do you regard thajb as quite essential ? 

Commander Helm. If we are going to build lights in the Sand- 
wich Islands, those two points seem to me important points. 

Mr. Mann. Which two points? We have referred to one, Kilauea 
Point. 

Commander Helm. And the next one to it is Kumuhahi light sta- 
tion. 

Mr. Si'EVENS. Just what is the importance of those ; what naviga- 
tion uses them ? 

Commander Helm. They aim to get two, one for an ocean-going 
Aessel to come and make a landing and another so placed as to be 
used locally around that island. 

Mr. Stevens. Now, as a matter of fact, is not the land high, so 
that they will see it anyhow ? That is not a foggy place up around 
there, is it? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; they have been doing that right 
straight along. 

Mr. Stevens. There have been no losses there, have there? 

Commander Helm. Not that I know of ; no, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. It would be a convenient one to have, but it is not 
necessary. 
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Commander Helm. When they start in to develop the islands, 
those are two important points picked out. 

Mr. Mann. Kilauea Point has nothing to do with the develop- 
ment of the islands. 

Commander Helm. I mean when they commence to build lights on 
the island and the Light-House Establishment is putting lights there, 
the inspectors picked those two points. 

Mr. Mann. You say two points; let us discuss Kilauea Point, that 
is the one for the benefit of trade coming from the Orient ? 

Mr. Stevens. Yes ; that is northwest. ^ 

Mr. Mann. And the other is principally for sailing vessels, or 
vessels from Panama. That is the extreme eastern point of Hawaii. 
It was stated to us the other day that Hilo Point was more desirable 
than Kumuhahi Point. 

Mr. Stevbns. As a matter of fact, that is very high land in here; 
these mountains show for about 50 miles. 

Mr. Mann. Of course, there are not very many vessels that come 
up here. 

Mr. Stevens. Although it is rainy, you do not have fogs. 

Commander Helm. I do not know of anything that is especially 
dangerous around there. If you are going to build up the Light- 
House Establishment, they have not any tender out there yet, and 
I doubt whether they have had any chance to look out for those 
things, exactly. 

Mr. Mann. Is there any reason why, when that tender gets out 
there, you should not take over all those lights maintained by the 
interisland traffic and maintain them? 

Commander Helm. When they are for the benefit of the public 
we should do it. 

Mr. Mann. There are only one or two interisland companies out 
there, I suppose, but it is simply for the benefit of the public. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; I do not think there is any doubt 
about that; we should do it. 

Mr. Mann. I thought you had been gradually taking them over; 
when you get that tender out there, why should this be done grad- 
ually? Why should it not be done at once? You report in your 
annual report that you are doing it gradually. 

Commander Helm. I did not write that ; I do not know why they 
did. There is no reason, there are so many of them, but as soon as 
an inspector gets around to it he could take over all the lights that 
he wants. 

Mr. Mann. You say: "There are 18 private lights maintained 
in Hawaiian waters. The policy of taking over these lights from 
time to time as funds are available will be continued." When you 
get that tender out there, is there any reason why you should not 
do it? 

Commander Helm. No; the only reason we do not do it is be- 
cause they have not got around to it ; they could do it right away, as 
far as I can see. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, January 3, 1908, 
Sir: Referring to your letter dated December 20, 1907, Inclosing a copy of 
H. R. 6147, " For the establishment of a light-house on the island of Kauai, 
Territory of Hawaii," and asking that the committee be furnishe^, with such 
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suggestions as may be deemed proper touching tlie merits of the bill and the 
propriety of its passage, this Department has the honor to submit the follow- 
ing information: 

The Light-House Board, to whom the matter was referred, states that it is 
now believed that the location of this light at or near Kilauea Point, on the 
north coast of Kauai, would be more desirable than at Mana Point, on the 
west coast (as originally proposed), as not only benefiting trans-Paciflc com- 
merce, but interisland navigation as well. A first-order light at Kilauea Point 
would be all that would be required on Kauai Island other than the estab-. 
lishment of such beacon lights of the island type as may be found necessary for 
interisland navigation. 

But it is respectfully recommended that the bill be so worded as to permit 
the location of the light at Kilauea Point, or such other point on the north 
sfiore of Kauai Island, as may be decided upon as the most desirable, after a 
thorough inspection by the district officers of the various sites proposed. 
. With these suggestions incorporated in the bill this Department recommends 
that it be passed. 

The proposed light station stands No. 1 in order of importance for new aids 
to navigation in the Hawaiian Islands. 

IlespectfuUy, • Oscar S. Straus^ 

Secretary, 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mann. I forgot to ask you about House bill 457, for a light 
station at Pilar Point, entrance to Half Moon Bay. 

Commander Helm. We do not recommend it ; we do not think it 
is necessary. 

Mr. Mann. The thirteenth district, light station on Eliza Island, to 
increase the limit of cost. 

Commander Helm. The item there, I think, which is the most im- 
portant, is the Or ford Eeef light vessel. I do not know anything 
pressing about Eliza Island; it comes second in the new work pro- 
posed out there. 

Mr. Mann. Cape Orford? 

Commander Helm. That is it. 

Mr. Mann. A light-ship? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; that, in my judgment, is the most 
important in that group. 

Mr. Mann. They have been recommending that for a good many 
years. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. As I remember it, they have been recommending that 
for some time. 

Commander Helm. I know it has been wanted ever since I can 
remember. 

Mr. Mann. What is the necessity for it? 

Commander Helm. It is a turning point on the way up the coast — 
a very important one — and there is often a very dense fog in there, 
and the reef extends out a long distance from shore. They have a 
light back on Cape Orford, but it is too far back for a vessel to 
make for and turn by. 

Mr. Mann. Is not that the place where there has been a contest as 
whether a light-ship or a light station should be constructed on this 
island or those shoals ? Have you very carefully considered that ? 

Commander Helm. I had not heard of putting a light out on one 
of those rocks. 

Mr. Mann. There has been such a proposition. 
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Commander Helm. Somebody proposed a fog horn farther back. 

Mr. Mann. I think it has been very strongly urged. I remember 
I looked up this matter very carefully a year ago, and I was satisfied 
then that no one knew enough about it to tell what ought to be done, 
and I do not believe they have made any investigations since. 

Conmiander Helm. I know that ground all right, and I know that 
a light-ship would be a very great aid to the navigation up there, and 
it would be more so than anything else you can get for this reason, 
that it would be anchored out where a vessel coming along the coast 
could head for it. At the present time they are afraid to go in close 
to those rocks and find a point of departure. The currents are pretty 
strong there, all sorts of water and fogs, and I know from my own 
experience that it is quite difficult to find those rocks withou.t taking 
many chances of running on them. 

Mr. Mann. I think the officers out there did not recommend this 
light vessel. 

Commander Helm. They recommend it here. 

Mr. Mann. Their original recommendation was that there should 
be a light vessel established on one of the islands out there, and they 
thought that was too expensive to do at that time. Suppose you 
have them make a reexamination of that subject out theriB next 
year, so that we can get a clear statement; we had the report of 
1903; last year they made another report, or you people did. I 
remember Senator Perkins was considerably interested in the project, 
but the reports did not agree either as to the facts or recommenda- 
tions. 

Commander Helm. All right; I guess you are right about that, 
as to their recommendations, but as a matter of fact the place should 
have something. 

Mr. Mann. They did not agree as to the facts. 

Commander Helm. I mean the necessities of having something 
there. 

Mr. Manx. But they say there ought to be something there. 

Commander Helm. All right, sir. 

Mr. Mann. But the thing is, just what ought to be there. 

Commander Heli^i. Whether they put a light on a rock or put a 
light vessel, I will give my own ideas; a light vessel, a little farther 
off, would be something a vessel could head right for. 

Mr. Mann. This is Eliza Island. 

Commander HEL:\r. That has been put down there for several years, 
but it was of second importance ; there is no pressing demand for it 
at the present time, so far as I knoAv. 

Mr. Mann. You have had some monev for that purpose, have you 
not? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; it is Cape Hinchinbrook that we have 
some money for. The other item there, Resurrection Bay, the Light- 
House Board does not favor ; I do not think the commerce wan-ants 
it, so far as we know. 

Mr. Mann. Light-hpuse at Cape Argo, Oregon. 

Commander Helm. That is completed. 

Mr. Mann. That is all completed, is it not? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. That is what I thought; that is the reason I had this 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



150 ADDITIONAL AIDS TO NAVIGATION. 

bill, for Senator Fulton's benefit. It shows how business is done 
sometimes. Here is a bill that he has to construct it, Senate bill 433. 

(Thereupon, at 11.55 o'clock a. m., the subcommittee took a recess 
until 2 o'clock p. m.) 



Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
, House of Eepre&entatives, 

Saturday^ April ^, 1908. 

The subcommittee on light-houses met at 2 o^clock p, m.., Hon. 
F. W. Stevens in the chair. 

There appeared before the subcommittee Lieut. Col. Thomas L. 
Casey, Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army, engineer secretary, and Com- 
mander J. H. Helm, U. S. Navy, naval secretary, of the Light-House 
Board. 

Mr. Stevens. \ATiat is it that you are principally interested in? 

Colonel Casey. Hinchinbrook, Alaska, is what I am principally 
interested in. We issued proposals for bids for the amount author- 
ized and pledged by Congress for that work, and we only got one 
bid, and that was in excess of the amount. The bidder stated that 
if we would omit one of the buildings, he would do it for the amount. 
That happened to be a very important building, and so we considered 
that we did not wish to omit it, and as we had not money enough to 
do it, we concluded that we would stop off all work, and ask Congress 
for the balance of the amount. 

Mr. Stevens. How much more do you want? 

Colonel Casey. That would be about $50,000. 

Mr. Stevens. We have given you $125,000? 

Colonel Casey. One hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 
Now, the reason we wish that is this, that we will issue other pro- 
posals immediately, but the possibility is that we will get bids that 
we can accept. The last time we put it up for bids we only got one 
bid, and that was not satisfactory, and hence was rejected. The pos- 
sibility is that we will have to do that work by hired labor. 

Mr. Stevens. By day labor? 

Colonel Casey. By day labor, hired labor; and for that reason we 
will have to institute a plant for mixing concrete, and we shall have 
to employ labor in the open market. 

Mr. Stevens. Will not that cost you more under the eight-hour 
rule ? 

Colonel Casey. It will possibly cost more, but we do not know ; 
but it is possibly the only way we can build the light. The reason 
we ask that additional amount, so that we can get the entire appro- 
priation in cash, is that if we employ this labor and get up there and 
go to doing the work, we would have to have a continuous supply 
of funds to pay off this labor every month. We do not want to run 
the liability of running out betw^een two sessions of Congress. If 
we did we would have to stop work. 

Mr. EscH. Your working season is limited anyway, is it not? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir ; it is limited. 

Mr. Stevens. It is not so much limited there, is it? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir ; it is quite limited. 

Mr. Stevens. You want $225,000 in all? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir. 
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Mr. Stevens. You have got $175^000, and now you want $50,000 
more? We authorized $125,000 first, and then $50,000 in the last bill, 
^year ago. 

Colonel Casey. How much has been appropriated? 

Mr. Stevens. I do not know. 

Colonel Casey. Only $75,000 has been appropriated. 

Mr. Stevens. Then you do not want anything very much. 

Colonel Casey. The Appropriations Committee closed down on us 
and would not give it to us. 

Mr. Stevens. We can not give it to you. 

Colonel Casey. That is the status. There is nothing to it but that. 

Mr. EscH. That is a very important point on the south coast? It 
is a very necessary point? 

Colonel Casey. It is a very necessary point. It is at the opening 
to Prince William Sound, the entrance to Valdez, and it is very 
important. 

Commander Helm. The act approved June 26 carried $125,000, 
March 7 you appropriated $50,000 more. The first act authorized a 
contract to cost not to exceed $125,000. 

Colonel Casey. One hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars is 
all we have got, both appropriated and authorized. 

Mrr Stevens. I remember I served on this committee the last two 
sessions, and the first session we gave $125,000 and the second session 
I think we increased it $50,000. 

Colonel Casey. My impression has been right along that we have 
had only $75,000 appropriated, and there was $50,000 more. 

Mr. Stevens. That may be; but I am speaking of the appropria- 
tions. We have authorized $175,000. 

Commander Helm. Only $125,000, and $75,000 has been appro- 
priated. 

Colonel Casey. The only solicitude I have is that we may not run 
out of funds between sessions of Congress, and in that case we would 
have to discharge all our labor and tie up things, and that would be 
more expensive to the Government. 

Mr. Stevens. We can not help you in that. 

Mr. EscH. You have not appeared before the Appropriations Com- 
mittee, have you ? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. That is all in the thirteenth district in Alaska, so far 
as you are concerned ? 

Colonel Casey. That is all I am* interested in. 

Mr. Stevens. Is there anything in the fourteenth district? 

Colonel Casey. Nothing there, I believe. 

Commander Helm. No ; there is nothing. 

Mr. Stevens. In the fifteenth district there is nothing. I believe 
there is nothing in, the sixteenth. 

Colonel Casey. I have here a full statement of the Elbow of Cross 
Ledge light station, New Jersey, and I can give you this statement as 
to just how the work stands. 

Mr. Stevens. Will you put that in the record ? 

Colonel Casey. We need $21,500 more. That really is a matter 
for the Appropriations Committee, I presume. No, it is not, either. 

Mr. EscH. No ; that is for this committee. 
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Colonel Casey. We have now a temporary light stuck upon the 
caisson we have built, and the caisson is complete and filled with con- 
crete, and we have put a temporary light there until we can get the 
full appropriation so that we can put the regular light there. 

Mr. Stevens. We have given the authorization, apparently. We 
have given you an authorization of $75,000. 

Colonel Casey. Seventy-five thousand dollars is all that has been 
appropriated. That appropriation was dated April 28, 1904. The 
amount of the appropriation expended by the engineer of the fourth 
district to April 1, 1908, was $68,078.38. The amount of the appro- 
priation unexpended April 2, 1908, that was day before yesterday, 
was $6,921.62. The amount recommended in my annual report for 
1907 for the completion of this station is $21,500. The total amount 
available to complete the station, if Congress authorizes the amount 
recommended, will be $28,421.62. 

Mr. Stevens. Do we understand from that, now, that you want an 
authorization from this committee of $15,000 in addition to the 
$75,000 heretofore authorized. 

Colonel Casey. Twenty-one thousand five hundred dollars. 

Mr. Stevens. In addition to the amount heretofore authorized? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. Will you put that in the record? 

Colonel Casey. Very well. 

The communication referred to is as follows : 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Light-House Establishment, 
Office of Engineer, Fourth District, 

Wilmington, Del., April 2, 1908. 
The Light-House Board, 

Washington, D. C. 
Sirs: Referring to the Board's letter of March 31, 1908 (File No. 8146), re- 
questing an itemized statement of expenditures to date from the appropriation 
for Elbow of Cross Ledge Light Station, New Jersey, together with an item- 
ized estimate of the amounts still to be expended in order to complete the sta- 
tion, I have the honor to inclose herewith statements as requested. 

I have also the honor to submit the following statement relative to these 
funds : 

Elbow of Gross Ledge Light Station, New Jersey. 

Appropriation dated April 28, 1904 $75,000.00 

Amount of appropriation expended by this office to April 1, 1908 68, 078. 38 

Amount of appropriation unexpended April 2, 1908 6,921.62 

Amount recommended in my annual report for 1907 for comple- 
tion of this station 21, 500.00 

Total amount available to complete station, if Congress 

authorizes amount recommended 28,421.62 

Very respectfully, 

C. A. F. Flagler, 
Major, Corps of Engineers, U. 8. Army, 

Engineer Fourth Light-House District, 

Statement of amounts expended to April 1, 1908, for Elhow of Cross Ledge 
Light Station, New Jersey. 

Survey of site i $159.81 

Borings at site 1, 930. 75 

Plans for entire structure 3,805.00 

Advertising metal work for foundation 30. 80 

Metal work for foundation 14, 535. 90 
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Inspection of metal work for foundation $1,745.22 

Transportation of metal work for foundation to site of erection 356. 57 

Advertising erection of metal work for foundation 20. 80 

Erection of metal work for foundation 43, 267. 17 

Inspection of erection of metal work for foundation 1, 802. 41 

Water tanks for station 364.00 

Cradle for temporary light now in operation 25. 31 

Preparation of memoir, with photographs 32. 65 

Investigating damage by collision : 1.99 

Total - 68, 078. 38 

Itemized estimate of amounts to be expended to complete Elhow of Gross 
Ledge Light Station, New Jersey. 

For fourth-order lens, pedestal, clock, lamps, and installation of 

same $1, 200. OO 

For metal work for superstructure 10, 000. 00 

For erection of superstructure 8,000.00 

For installation of fog signal (in duplicate) Z 4,200,00 

For superintendence and office expenses 2,000.00 

For services of tender, one month 2,000.00 

For miscellaneous and continsjencies SOO. 00 

For repairing damage done by collision 150.00 

Total - 28, 350. 00 

Balance of appropriation unexpended by this office $6, 921. 62 

Additional appropriation requested—'— 21,500.00 

Total 28, 421. 62 

The Chairman. For Joe Flogger shoal you want an additional ap- 
propriation of $75,000. Does that mean an additional authorization, 
or have we furnished the amount ? 

Colonel Casey. The notes I brought up here yesterday showed that. 

Mr. Stevens. Your report says $35,000 authorized, and your report 
says that you want $20,000 more. Do you want $20,000 in addition to 
the $35,000 authorized or thQ $75,000 appropriated? 

Commander Helm. The report says: 

It is now estimated under present conditions that the cost of the structure, due 
to prevailing high prices and probable changes similar to those at the Elbow of 
Cross Ledge, will increase the original estimate to about $20,000 more. 

That is, above $75,000. 

Mr. Stevens. Then it is in the same condition as the Elbow of Cross 
Ledge? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. Will you not get material and labor and contracts a 
little cheaper than last year ? 

Cplonel Casey. I think it is probable we will get them somewhat 
cheaper, but we do not like to rely upon that much. Of course, what- 
ever we do have left over, if we get things cheaper, will remain to the 
credit of that work. 

Mr. Stevens. Of course, we do not like to authorize mpre than is 
necessary. It imperils the bill and takes something from somebody 
else who wants it. 

Commander Helm. Elbow of Cross Ledge is more important than 
Joe Flogger shoal. If it becomes a question of the relative importance 
of the two things, Joe Flogger shoal is of considerably less impor- 
tance. 

Mr. Stevens. You have started on the work at Elbow of Cross 
Ledge? 
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Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. You have not done anything more than start borings 
at the Joe Flogger shoal ? 

Colonel Casey. Not much more than that. I understand from the 
engineer that he has not done much more than get ready. There are 
three points we have passed over ir^ the previous proceedings that I 
. would like to revert to. If this committee can allow me $5,000 more 
on the Ragged Point light for Chesapeake Bay, I should like that. It 
is in the fifth district. We had an appropriation of $30,000. The bids 
all exceeded that amount. 

Mr. EscH. When were those bids let? 

Colonel Casey. About three or four months ago. We put out speci- 
fications for bids and they all exceeded the $30,000, and some of that 
money has been used up m administration and so on, so that there is 
not the full $30,000 available now. I think if we can put $5,000 more 
onto that appropriation we can build that light. I asked for $15,000 ; 
that was the recommendation of the district engineer, but I think we 
can do it if we have $5,000 ; and that is a reasonable amount, it seems 
to me, to give us. 

The same argument applies to that wharf down at the foot of O 
street ; if we can have $5,000 more on that to make up for what has been 
expended in the way of office administration, and also $5,000 for that 
tender for the engineer in the sixth district, we want that. 

Mr. Stevens. What is the trouble with the tender in the sixth dis- 
trict? 

Colonel Casey. There was $25,000 appropriated, and it was the 
idea of the district engineer of the sixth district that that $25,000 
would be clear ; that the expenses for drafting would not have to come 
out of it; that that would all be done in the office of the Light-House 
Board. It appears he will have to pay out of the fund the expense of 
drafting, and that reduces the amount materially. That will reduce 
it between one and two thousand dollars. 

Commander Helm. You have not given the $25,000 yet. 

Mr. Stevens. Is that an important light? 

Colonel Casey. It is one of the screw-pile lights. Yes, it is quite 
an important light. 

Commander Helm. Ragged Point is put down as of second im- 
portance in that district. 

Mr. Stevens. Which is the most important one? 

Commander Helm. The light vessel off Cape Henry. 

Mr. Stevens. The middle ground you do not consider necessary 
now, then? 

Commander Helm. The middle ground soon will be. It was not 
put dowm in that list as such because there is a dredged channel being 
dug through that, but it will be when that is finished. 

Colonel Casey. That is all that I would like to see done; $5,000 
more on the Ragged Point light, $5,000 for the wharf at O street, 
and $5,000 for the tender of the engineer of the Sixth district. 

Mr. Stevens. Have you anything further on any of these different 
districts ? 

Colonel Casey. I have nothing. 

Mr. Stevens. Have you, captain. 
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Commander Helm. No, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. We have here Senate bill 713 (H. R. 15122), pro- 
viding for the construction of additional light-house districts, not 
exceeding nineteen in number. I notice here a letter addressed to the 
chairman of the committee from the Secretary. 

Colonel Casey. That is a very desirable measure. 

Mr. EscH. That would be a readjustment of existing districts, 
would it not? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. The Thirteenth light-house district now 
has attached to it the whole Alaska coast and it is almost impossible 
to do justice to the whole district. 

Mr. EscH. How would you outline the additional districts, and 
where would you locate them? 

Colonel Casey. One would be the Alaskan district, one the Ha- 
waiian district, and one the Porto Rican district. 

Mr. Stevens. In Alaska you only have a verj'^ few light-houses and 
aids to navigation, have you not? 

Colonel Casey. There are a considerable number of aids to naviga- 
tion on the Alaskan coast, and a great many in Hawaii. 

Mr. Stevens. Not so very many. 

Commander Helm. Alaska has got to be developed, and more must 
be put there. The British channels between our coast and Alaska 
are veiy much better lighted than ours, and they could work from 
the home base to very much better advantage than at the present 
time if this district was established there. 

Mr. Stevens. You would have a headquarters at Juneau? 

Commander Helm. Yes. 

Mr. Stevens. Or at Sitka, and that would require a depot and ad- 
ministrative officers there? 

Commander Helm. Yes. 

Mr. Stevens. You would keep your tender up there anyhow? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; it is done from Portland. 

Mr. Stevens. Where is the depot for supplies now ? 

Commander Helm. Portland. _ 

Mr. Stevens. Do you have to go down there when you want addi- 
tional supplies? Do you not have some substation up in Alaska? 

Commander Helm. There is no substation up there. There may 
be a possibility of some supplies being stowed up there. 

Mr. Stevens. Why do you not have, as you have at Honolulu, a 
sort of a substation? . , ,. i. i • 

Colonel Casey. In order to illustrate the desirability of havmg a 
full station in the Hawaiian Islands, for instance, we have now a sub- 
station in the twelfth light-house district, and we have had there a 
young officer, who is not a man of much experience, and we are put- 
ting some very important works in the Hawaiian Islands— a light of 
the firsl order ^t Mackapuu and another on Molokai, and we Are 
going to have a number of important lights there, and we ought to 
have a man older and of more judgment there. 

Mr. Stevens. As I recall, that officer had a half a dozen duties as- 
signed to him. He had charge of ordnance, and fortification work, 
and engineering, and river and harbor work, and light-house work. 
You could not change that. j. n t . • i. xi. 

Colonel Casey. I would suppose if it was a full district there 
would be a man of more rank put there. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



156 ADDITIONAL AIDS TO NAVIGATION. 

Mr. Stevens. Your work is only a very subordinate part of his 
work there. His rank and work would really be assigned by the 
Engineer Department of the Army ? 

<5)lonel Casey. By the Engineer Department of the Army. But I 
think if we had a full district a man of more rank would go there. 

Mr. Stevens. I do not think it would make a particle of differ- 
ence. Certainly you could not ask the Engineer Corps to send a man 
of very high rank to Alaska. 

, Colonel Casey. We expect Congress will increase the corps of engi- 
neers shortly. It ought to. 

Mr. Stevens. We had better not expect too much now, Colonel. 
We have given you an increase in the last two years. 

Mr. EscH. The trouble is there are so many details from your 
corps. 

Mr. Stevens. You have a detail at San Juan? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir ; we have no officer there. We have a civil- 
ian assistant there under the third engineer. 

Mr. Stevens. You ought to have an officer there as you have at 
other places. 

Colonel Casey. We are exceedingly shorthanded of officers in the 
corps of engineers, and that accounts for the fact that we have to put 
young and inexperienced officers in a great many places where they 
ought to have older officers. 

Mr. Stevens. That officer at Honolulu has too much to do. 

Colonel Casey. Too much to do, and he was very young when he 
went there. 

Mr. Stevens. He has charge of very important fortification work 
and river and harbor work, in addition to your work? 

Colonel Casey. Yes. 

Mr. Stevens. You get fairly good results out of that Porto Rican 
work, do you not ? 

Colonel Casey. Not as good as we desire. We are putting up a 
new light there at San Juan. 

Mr. Stevens. That is not a hard piece of work. 

Colonel Casey. Our tender is in a perfectly dilapidated condition, 
and we are not able to fix it. I think we are in a pretty bad con- 
dition. 

Mr. Stevens. What you need is new aids there. 

Colonel Casey. But the tender is needed to take him about to dif- 
ferent places on the coast and to all the new possessions that we will 
get in the next ten years. 

Mr. Stevens. He had better wait until we get them. I do think, 
if you have only a civilian assistant there, something ought to be 
done about it; and if you have not a suitable tender, something 
should be done in regard to that. Who has charge of that work at 
Hinchinbrook ? 

Colonel Casey. The engineer officer stationed at Portland. 

Mr. Stevens. You have not any additional engineer up there in 
charge of it ? 

Colonel Casey. Xo, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. He is obliged to work through civilian employees? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir. Well, it is a very long trip. .They, can 
not get around in that district and do it justice. 
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Commander Helm. It seems, if it is allowed, that Honolulu and 
Porto Rico could be made independent districts with very little addi- 
tional expense, if any ; and why they should, from an administrative 
standpoint, be under officers at San Francisco and New York, re- 
spectively, I do not understand. It just complicates things and 
makes it hard for those officers to do their work properly, and brings 
in an interipediate set of officers betAveen those officers and the Light- 
House Board. 

Mr. Stevens. Supposing we gave you one additional district, where 
would it go ? 

Mr. EscH. Which territory is most lacking and has most need for 
the district organization? 

Mr. Stevens. You have an engineer and a naval officer at Hono- 
lulu so that that would not make much difference there ? 

Commander Helm. That would simplify matters. 

Mr. Stevens. Yes. 

Commander Helm. And at San Juan we have a naval officer and no 
engineer officer. We should have an engineer officer as soon as we 
get a tug down there, but we have been able to do very little. Now, 
we are prepared with tenders in 'those two districts, and if they were 
made separate and had their own organizations, it would simplify 
and help matters with very little expense. 

Mr. Stevens. It would help matters somewhat, but you have not 
many aids to navigation there, have you ? 

Commander Helm. I have a list of them here. We have at San 
Juan one light and two range lights. After the arrival of the tender 
there probably should be numerous buoys put down there. 

Mr. Stevens. What difference in the administrative force would 
be necessary for the administration of the new district of Porto Rico? 

Commander Helm. I do not think that there would be any. They 
have the office force, so far as the inspectors are concerned, and the 
engineer, if it was given to an army engineer, might require some- 
thmg more, and unless we get the appropriation to build Ave would 
have to have something more, because they have only been repairing. 

Mr. Stevens. If the new station was made there the civilian engi- 
neer would be retained and aii army engineer would be added; is 
that right. Colonel ? 

Colonel Casey. I do not know what we would do in regard to that. 
An army engineer would be put there if we had him. 

Commander Helm. We do have in a district like that a first and 
second engineer, and it may be necessary to retain the establishment 
we have there, notwithstanding it would be a separate district. The 
seventh and eighth districts are combined, the 5s^ew Orleans district 
and the Key West district, and one engineer has to do the duty for 
both. 

Colonel Casey. The district running from the eastern coast on the 
southern tip of Florida to Brownsville, Tex., is in command of one 
officer. 

Mr. Stevens. He can not do the work. 

Colonel Casey. He can not do it properly. 

Mr. Stevens. How is it on the rivers, the Mississippi and the Ohio? 

Commander Helm. So far as the rivers are concerned, the engineer 
does not do anything more than make a msip and report. He has 
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post lights which are maintained by the boat as it goes along. The 
inspector goes along and builds them and maintains and does every- 
thing connected with them. 

Mr. Stevens. So that in Porto Eico there wwild not be any great 
increase of expense? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; nor in Hawaii. It wouM just sim- 
plify the management and make separate districts ; and if the en^neer 
had to do both, he would be assigned to the twelfth and thirteenth 
districts, the same as one engineer was assigned to the first and sec- 
ond districts, and one engineer was assigned to the seventh and eighth 
districts ; that is, it looks so. I might be mistaken about that. 

Mr. Stevens. And in Hawaii the engineers would be employed in 
other work where they are, anyway ? 

Commander Hel^i. In all our districts, or nearly all of them, the 
engineers have to do all sorts of work. They do War Department 
work as well as light -house work. 

Mr. Stevens. In Alaska that would not be the case ? 

Commander Helm. In Alaska we will have to make preparations 
and build up the administrative part of the district. 

Mr. Stevens. That would have to be entirely new — another naval 
officer and an engineer officer, and everything from the ground up? 

Commander Helm. Yes.. 

Mr. Stevens. It has got to be done some day. 

Commander Helm. Yes; it is just a question of when you- wish to 
do it. It will have to be done that way when it is done. 

Mr.' EscH. In regard to the Alaskan regions, are there any, aids 
to navigation on i\\e Yukon? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; we have a light at St. Michael, and we 
did have another light at the mouth of the Yukon, but it is a very un- 
important aifair. They have been asking for a good light at St. 
Michael, but we can not handle it at all, and we do not think it is 
essential. We have a beacon light there. 

Mr. Stevens. H. R. 6177 relates to the erection of a memorial 
light-house to the late Matthew^ Fontaine Maury. Has that come 
before your Department? 

Colonel Casey. Only incidentally. 

Commander Hel3i. It is a new policy, and we do not know that 
it has ever been done, and we do not know that it is a good idea, the 
mixing up of light-houses and monuments together. 

Mr. Stevens. Have you ever heard of foreign governments erect- 
ing light-houses as memorials in foreign waters? 

Commander Helm. I do not know of any such instance. 

Mr. Stevens. Have you ever heard of any government erecting a 
light-house as a memorial in foreign waters? 

Colonel Casey. I never did, sir. We had a proposition to put up 
a memorial light-house of that kind in the Ohio River a short time 
ago. 

Mr. Stevens. Where was that? 

Colonel Casey. I think it was at the birthplace of General Grant. 

Mr. Adamson. Do you know of any reason which would prevent 
any and all sentimentalists from getting together and slinging in 
their money to erect a memorial and paying for it ? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir. 
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Mr. EscH. France gave us the light-house in the harbor of New 
York, the Goddess of Liberty. 

Commander Helm. Yes; I thought you would mention that. I 
have not looked into this. There may be a lot of these things around 
that I do not know anything about. I certainly have not heard of 
any such thing before. 

Mr. Stevens. We have here also H. R. 386, which is a bill to retire 
on full pay certain disabled persons from the United States Light- 
House Service. This reads : 

That from and after the passage of this act all persons who, from injuries 
received or diseases contracted while in the United States service during the 
late civil war, lost an arm at the shoulder joint or a leg at the hip joint, and 
who have since served in the United States Light-House Service not less than 
thirty years, shall be retired on full pay for life. 

That only applies to a very few persons, I presume ? 

Commander Helm. The Light-House department did not originate 
that bill. 

Mr. Stevens. And you do not approve of it ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; we do not. 

Mr. Stevens. Do you know to how many it applies? 

Commander Helm. I do not know but one, and I am not sure as 
to him, but I think so. I could make a case on one man, but that does 
not signify anything at all. 

Mr. Escii. I notice it has not the approval of the department. 

Mr. Stevens. No. 

Mr. EscH. The policy of the committee has been rather against it, 
I should say. 

Commander Helm. I think the Light- House Board would like to 
see the thing done, but it should be made to apply to all people, and it 
should not be special, pur idea is that if we could help all these 
light keepers it would be a good thing. 

Mr. Stevens. Next we have here H. R. 17711, a bill to increase the 
salaries of light-house keepers. 

Commander Helm. We would like to have that passed. The law 
says that the Secretary of Commerce and Labor shall Hot fix the 
salaries so that the average shall be above $600. We would like to 
have that average raised from $600 to $700. 

Mr. EscH. How much of an increase wall that entail ? 

Commander Helm. We tried to get enough appropriation for the 
salaries of light keepers and wages of light-vessel men, and so on. 
in order that next year we might increase their wages and salaries 
10 per cent. I do not know whether we are going to get it or not. 
Of course if the money is not appropriated in sufficient sums the 
Secretary could not raise the pay and make it more than an average 
of $600 ; but this gives him an opportunity to do so, in case the ap- 
propriations are made available for that purpose. 

Mr. Stevens. In what way do you fix the salaries of your keepers? 
Do you have them by grades ? 

Commander Helm. Yes; we have the different orders of lights, 
and then, theoretically at least, they are divided into groups corre- 
sponding to the difficulties and expenses and the trouble it is to live 
in these stations. In regard to that, we have at the present time an 
equalization committee at work trying to arrange the salaries accord- 
ing to those principles. After that is approved by the Secretary that 
is the basis of the pay table. When a ncAv light is established w® 
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take that and say it ought to have so many keepers, according to the 
schedule, and we ought to have about so much money, and we ask 
the Secretary to authorize those men at those salaries, and when he 
does so the men are appointed to fill those places. 

Mr. EscH. Is that the plan that Captain Orchard advocated? 

Commander Helm. Captain Orchard worked on that for some 
time, but ever since we have been in the service we have been working 
at one down there, and that gives us a good basis to know, when 
these applications come in, whether they are about right or not. 

Mr. EsiCH. Have you any sliding scale or classification in rating? 

Commander Helm. We have had it in preparation, and just now 
it is about ready to submit to the Department. It is a great, big, 
bulky thing. 

Mr. EscH. These light-house keepers are furnished quarters, are 
they not? 

Commander Helm. We try to furnish them quarters, but there are 
not sufficient quarters at the stations. We think it is very desirable 
that they should have quarters, but we have not money enough for all 
of them. 

Mr. EscH. So that the quarters are in addition to the salaries 
they receive? 

Commander Helm. Yes. Sometimes when we can give them quar- 
ters we take that into consideration in the pay for that station. 

Mr. Adamson. You do not furnish them any part of their sub- 
sistence ? 

Commander Helm. At isolated stations in some places, as, for in- 
stance, on light-vessels we give them subsistence in kind. 

Mr. Adamson. Then you give them a lower salary? 

Commander Helm. All those things are taken into consideration 
in arranging the pay. , 

Mr. Adamson. Is not $600 salary for people keeping those stations 
out of all proportion for those keeping stations elsewhere ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; it is considered that they are very 
poorly paid. 

Mr. Adamson. I asked you if the lowness of their pay was not out 
of all proportion? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. Mr. Murray, the Assistant Secretary, 
made a trip around, and he came back and said, without anything 
being said on my part, " You have the best service for the least pay 
of any branch of the Government." 

Mr. Adamson. People have no trouble to get that much pay for 
very agreeable work without any danger whatever? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. Then when people are put in isolated 
stations and live their lives there, when they get old they are in a 
pretty bad way. You have to allow for that. They are totally out 
of the ordinary way of making a living ; they get used to that, like a 
sailor gets used to going to sea, and they do not know anything else. 

Mr. EscH. It is not an extrahazardous employment, like that of 
the Life- Saving Department? 

Commander Helm. No, sii*. Sometimes these light-houses are out 
on exposed places, where the keepers have to do more or less boating 
to get their supplies. We have one drowned occasionally at some 
place like the Key West channel. But some of them have a very 
comfortable place to live. 
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Mr. Stevens. We authorized a few years ago that the Board 
should erect 30 dwellings. 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. How many have you provided ? 

Colonel Casey. Seventy-five thousand dollars has been appropri- 
ated, and w^e are building 15 dwellings. 

Mr. Stevens. Then you have authority to erect 15 more, if you can 
get the money ? 

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir; and we have subtracted 15 from the 30 
and multiplied that by $6,500, which is the limit of the authorization. 

Mr. Stevens. So that gradually you are taking care of many of 
the places where it is necessary ? 

Commander Helm. The times have changed, so that it is necessary 
to have them, and we are getting them as fast as we can. 

Mr. Stevens. So that this bill will help some as to the salary de- 
ficiency in that way? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stevens. If a bill like this should pass, would it help the sal- 
aries of those who are in the higher grades, in the first-class lights, 
or those who are in the lower grades, in third or fourth class places? 

Commander Helm. We would try to make it help them, and in- 
crease right along the line. I might state that where the limit for 
the average is fixed now at $600, we do not pay up to that limit. On 
the average we only pay now about $571. 

Mr. Stevens. Does the Appropriations Committee give you a limit 
of $600? 

Commander Helm. The Appropriations Committee gives us so 
much money, and we have to pay so much money. If we had more 
money we could not exceed that limit of $600 for the average, and 
if the appropriation was more liberal we could not pay more until 
we get that average lifted up so as to give us a chance to pay more 
money. Although we are paying $571 as an average, we are trying 
at the present time to go over all this service and see, here and there, 
where somebody seems to receive a lower pay than his neighbor who 
is doing similar work and lift him up. 

Mr. Stevens. This would do you no good unless the Appropria- 
tions Conrniittee also granted it? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; not until we get the money. Whether 
we are going to get the money this year or not, I am unable to state. 

Colonel Casey. That is the case with regard to the authorizations 
for those new districts. If we simply get the authorization, that is 
all we need there. We should not organize in one of these districts 
unless we found it necessary to do so, but it would be putting the 
judgment in the case into our hands, and simply giving us the power 
to do it if we had the money to do it and wished to. 

Mr. Stevens. When authority is given like that, is there not pres- 
sure, both from the localities themselves and the representatives of 
this organization, to have a little authority and position? 

Colonel Casey. No, sir ; on the contrary, the creation of a district 
in Alaska would be bitterly fought by the Senators of. the thirteenth 
district. 

Mr. Stevens. What would they have to do with it ? 

37878—08 ^11 
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Colonel Casey. Because everything is purchased now in that dis- 
trict for the Alaska district. It would not be so if this new district 
were created. 

Mr. Stevens. Where would the supplies come fi'om ? 

Colonel Casey. They would come direct from Sitka and Skagway. 

Mr. Stevens. They would have to come from somewliere else to 
get there. 

Colonel Casey. They would come from San Francisco and else- 
where instead of from Portland. 

Mr. Stevens. So that the San Francisco people would favor this 
and the Portland people would not favor it 'i 

Colonel Casey. They would not come, necessarily, from the thir- 
teenth district; they could go there from anywhere. 

Mr. Stevens. But it would not make much difference to a district 
like Portland to have part of their district taken away? 

Colonel Casey. They seem to think so. 

Commander Helm. It seems to me that there is probably a good 
deal of sentiment about that point. I was surprised when I found 
there seemed to be so much interest taken al)out these light-house dis- 
tricts. There has been a good deal of talk about dividing the Lake 
districts up, and I can not see but what it is more a matter of senti- 
ment than of business, so far as I have been able to find out individ- 
ually. 

Mr. Stevens. You do not think it would be of any advantage to 
have another district on the Lakes ? You have two there now. 

Commander Helm. Three. 

Mr. Stevens. Ontario, Erie, and Huron ? 

Commander Helm. The ninth district, which takes the whole of 
Lake Michigan; the tenth district, which takes from Detroit to the 
eastward, and the eleventh, which takes from the junction of the 
tenth, by Detroit, around through the St. Marys River and Lake 
Superior. 

Mr. Stevens. You do not think it would help any to have an addi- 
tional district on Lake Superior? 

Commander Helm. I did not exactly say that. I say if we are 
going to have additional districts, there are other places where they 
are more important at the present time. The Light-House Board 
want to get these outlying islands and Alaska, because of their dis- 
tance, and because they need a separate administration, as we think. 

Mr. Stevens. If you had another district at Duluth, you would 
have another engineer there, and there is a naval officer there, and it 
would require additional expense of administration, and you do not 
think that would be conmiensurate with the benefit to be derived. Is 
that it? . . * . 

Commander Helm. I do not think so, in view of these more im- 
portant places. 

Mr. Stevens. That i§ what we want to get at. 

Commander Helm. The Light-House Board would not recom'mend 
that until they got some other districts elsewhere. We think there 
are others that are more pressingly needed, for which we ask first, 
certainly. 

Colonel Casey. We have not had any pressure brought to bear on 
us to make a separate district of either Hawaii or Porto Eico. We 
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liave not heard anything about it in the office. We have had no pres- 
sure of any kind, so far as I know. 

Mr. EscH. Then it is a suggestion that rose entirely in the office. 

Colonel Casey. Entirely with us. 

Commander Helm. In the Light-House Board. 

Mr. EscH. How difficult you have found it to get men in the last 
three or four years as light-house keepers? Was it difficult? 

Commander Helm. Have we had much difficulty? 

Mr. EscH. Yes; at a salary of $600. 

Commander Helm. On the Lakes, the tenth and eleventh districts, 
we had about 18 vacancies that could not be filled this last summer. 
I think that it is not a question exactly of filling a vacancy so much 
as it is of filling it with the kind of a man you want in that position, 
and we have had a great deal of trouble lately in getting the kind of 
people we desired. 

Mr. Stevens. If you get a good man can you keep him? 

Commander Helm. Heretofore the light-keepers have grown old 
in their stations, but I think here of late the tendency of the younger 
men is rather the other way 

Mr. Stevens. If you get a good man you can so equalize his pay 
as to keep him ; you do not lose good men, do you ? 

Commander Helm. Thej^ stay in, the service as long as you want 
them to stay. Of course they .are sent from one station to another, 
and it is the desire of the Light-House Board to get good men and 
keep them. 

Mr. EscH. You have some method of promotion; is it under the 
civil service? 

Commander Helm. Under the civil service. 

Mr. EscH. On a second-order light you have three men — the chief 
and a first and second assistant? 

Commander Helm. Yes. 

Mr. EscH. They have a different rating as to salary ? 

Commander Helm. Yes. 

Mr. EscH. Do you have a time limit before a man can be promoted 
into another grade? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; if there is another light established 
off in the same district, it would be the proper thing to take the first 
assistant and promote him to this other place and put a new man in 
at the bottom. The civil service provides for all that, and we try to 
do it, and do do it, as a matter of fact. There is very little interfer- 
ence with us. 

Mr. Stevens. With the large number of men now out of employ- 
ment there ought to be no difficulty, until a change comes, in getting 
good men. 

Commander Helm. Of course I am not prepared to enlighten the 
committee on the general problem. I suppose m the last few months 
that is true; I judge so from what I see in the papers; but how long 
it is going to last or what the effect will be I do not know. We are 
having this trouble and it will be likely to increase. 

Mr. EscH. On the Great Lakes you close your light-houses for four 
months in the year, do you not? 

Commander' Helm. Not for four months, but until navigation 
opens. This year there has not been much closing about it. A few 
of them keep open all the time, but, as a rule, you are right about that. 
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Mr. EscH. My point is this : Do you pay those light-house keepers, 
then, at the same rate that you pay them on the coast, where the 
light-houses are open all the time? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; we pay them according to this table. 
They are arranged according to the duties they perform. A man's 
pay is arranged according to what he does, whether he is on the 
Lakes or on tlie coast in Florida, and whether he is in an agreeable 
place or in a place where he has a hard time. 

Mr. Stevens. Is there any place where there is suffering because 
the salaries of the men are too low — that is, on the Lakes or in New^ 
England or on the coast is there suffering because of the lack of men 
because the salaries are too low? 

Commander Helm. Yes, air; we think we are feeling that. 

Mr. Ste\^ns. In one part of the country more than another? 

Commander Helm. Just at the present time I think we have felt 
it on the Lakes as much as anywhere else. I imagine that is so on the 
Pacific coast, too; that might probably come second. Wages have 
been very high out there. 

Mr. Stevens. Do you have difficulty in getting good men on the 
Pacific coast on new light-houses? 
. Commander Helm. Yes, sir; the applicants are not numerous. 

Mr. Stevens. It takes rather a high standard of intelligence for 
a good keeper? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir ; at any rate, there are districts where 
there is nobody on the eligible list for keepers, which indicates that 
the applicants are not numerous, like they used to be. That is, of 
course, generally speaking, considering the last three or four months. 
What the future is going to be of course I can not say. 

Mr. EscH. There is no objection to one of these light-house keepers 
during a closed season engaging in other em j)loyment? 

Commander Helm. No, sir; in some cases if they can get employ- 
ment I guess they do. 

Mr. EscH. There is no legal objection to that? 

Commander Helm. Not that I know of. 

Mr. EscH. Of course a man has got to hold himself subject to call 
at any time? 

Commander Helm. Yes ; and we try to keep these keepers free from 
all entanglements, and we want them to have no other irons in the fire, 
if we can help it, but to give their whole time to looking after the 
lights, and I think that is practically the rule. 

Mr. Stevens. I have here also H. K. 4792, a bill authorizing the re- 
tirement of light-house keepers and the payment to them of a pension. 
I notice that the Department does not approve the scheme. 

Commander Helm. If there is a general scheme for pensioning any- 
body in the civil service, we think that the people in the light-house 
service are very deserving. The Secretary of Commerce and Labor is 
in favor of the payment of some sort to the families of light-house 
keepers who lose their lives in the service or to light-house keepers 
who become injured in the service. 

Mr. EscH. Is that something similar to the provision for the Lif e- 
Saving Service? 

Commander Helm. I did not know that they were paid anything. 
There was a bill we sent in. T did not know that the Life-Saving 
Service had anything. 
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Mr. Stevens. Yes, and they have had for the last twenty-odd years. 

Commander Helm. We think, in view of the fact that these men 
devote their lives to this service and get out of the way of making 
their own living at anything else, it would be a good idea if they all 
had pensions for old age, and we think also that there should be some- 
thing given to the families of these men in case of sudden death. 

Mr. Stevens. Have you had any disasters, any instances of men 
losing their lives or becoming injured by reason of the work in the 
service? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. I forget the name of the man, but 
there was one case, where some mechanics were working on a light- 
house, and the light-house keeper took them to shore in his little boat, 
which was a very proper thing to do, and coming back he got caught 
in one of these squalls and lost his life. This was near Stonington. 

Mr. Stevens. Long Island? 

Commander Helm. Yes ; near Stonington breakwater. 

Mr. EscH. You have a maximum and minimum age for entrance 
to the service, have you not? 

Commander Helm. We did have, but 1 am not entirely sure that 
that is according to the civil-service rules. That has been under dis- 
cussion lately, and I am not sure we were within our legal rights; but 
we keep the age limit for entrance down so that the Government may 
get a good length of service out of these men. On examination for 
entrance a man is marked taking his age into consideration, and a 
younger man has that advantage over an older man. 

Mr. EscH. This bill of Mr. Thomas provides for retirement on 
reaching the age of 60 years. It w^ould be very material, then, at 
what age a man entered the Service. 

Commander Helm. We had that age at 40 years, and the Depart- 
ment questioned that, and I am not sure we are within the civil- 
service rules in doing that, and the last policy we had was to waive 
that order and trust to the scale of records to keep them from enter- 
ing too old. Another thing, men discharged from the Army or Navy 
can get in without regard to the age limit. 

Mr. Ste^^ns. Wliat do you do with your old men ; do you discharge 
them? 

Commander Helm. Discharge them ? 

Mr. Stevens. Yes ; or do you put them in some less difficult place, 
where the duties are less onerous? 

Commander Helm. We try to hold on to tfiem as long as they can 
do their duty, or we put them in a less important place ; but of course 
the sympathy of the Light-House Board is with them, and we are 
hard pressed to get men to do the work. We da not like to discharge 
them. Sometimes they resign of themselves and sometimes, I sup- 
pose, we have to discharge them. 

Mr. Stevens. Do you discharge many on account of age and 
decrepitude ? 

Commander Helm. No, sir ; not many. As a matter of fact, there 
are some cases where a man gets pretty old and his family take hold, 
and make up for him, without putting it on record. That is, some 
one of the family takes hold and does the work for him, or that part 
of it which he can not do. But it would relieve the Light-House 
Board very materially from those difficulties if those men and 
women — for we have women as light keepers, you know, also — pould 
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have some sort of pensions so that they could be relieved after a 
certain time, or, I should say, after a certain age. 

Mr. Stevens. Of course, a civil pension list is not very acceptable 
right now. 

Commander Helm. We think the peculiarities of their calling 
make them a little different from other people. 

Mr. Stevens. The bill 11. R. 201G5, introduced by Mr. Mann, is a 
bill to reimburse various persons for damages and losses as recom- 
mended by the Light-House Board. I notice there are quite a number 
of items described in your report for 1907, pages 7 to 13. In the first 
item, in addition to the statement contained in* the report of the 
Board, I would like to know where that accident occurred. 

Commander Helm. It was somewhere on the coast of Maine. The 
tender Lilac is stationed in the first district. 

Mr. Stevens. What time of the year was it ? 

Commander Helm. I have not got that. 

Mr. Stevens. AVe ought to know where it occurred and the time 
of day and the time of year and the course that was being steered, 
and all those details. 

Commander Helm. I will take a memorandum of what you wish 
and send it to you in writing. 

Mr. Stevens. Some of these details are stated, but those matters 
all ought to be stated, and are required to be stated by the Committee 
on Claims. We want the place where the accident occurred, the time 
of the year, the month, and the day, whether by day or night, the 
course of the li^ht-house vessel and the course of the vessel that was 
injured, the injury to the light-house vessel, if any, and what the 
Light-House Establishment has done toward repairing or reimburse- 
ment. 

Mr. EscH. All of these items seem to assume negligence on the part 
of the light-house boat. 

Mr. Stevens. We should know what, if anything, was done by 
either vessel to avert the accident. That is shown here in some cases 
and in some cases it is not shown. 

Commander Helm. These are old cases, most of them, and I can not 
tell you personally, but in a case of that kind the Light-House Es- 
tablishment would take the matter up with their own people and use 
disciplinary measures; but of course that would not relieve the Gov- 
ernment of the responsibility on the claim for reimbursement. 

Mr. EscH. Here is the property list of the light-house keepers. 
Probably fuller information ought to be given than is given in the 
annual report. 

Mr. Stevens. As I- recall, the War Department asked for some re- 
imbursement for the officers of the Army who lost their effects in one 
of those heavy storms. Do you remember about that? 

Commander Helm. I do not remember the particular case, but in 
the Navy they ask for reimbursement occasionally when a vessel sinks 
and the officers and men lose their effects through no fault of their 
own. It was so in the San Francisco earthquake. 

Mr. EscH. There is an omnibus bill to reimburse those officers who 
lost their clothing and effects by the sinking of the Morgan City in 
the Sea of Japan. One of those claims has been reported out, that of 
Maj. Lawson M. Fuller, of the ordnance corps. Then we have had 
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claims, I th-nk, where the supplies and so on were destroyed by rea- 
son of the plague, and things of that kind. 

Commander Helm. T think those were always considered. 

Mr. Stevens. There is nothing here to show that the man had any 
merit outside of losing his goods. If there is anything to show that 
he sacrificed his own effects to help preserve the Government property 
or to help preserve life, or anything of that kind, that ought to be 
shown. In all those cases, including the cases of Quinn and Long and 
the other various light keepers in the eighth light-house district for 
property losses sustained by them at their respective light stations 
during the hurricane of October 1, 1893, and of these other people, 
Claiborne and Poitevin and Bowen, those things should be stated. 
All of these losses occurred on account of hurricanes and storms. 
There should be shown, in addition to the loss, that the man was a 
good man and a good employee, with a good record, that at the timie 
he was attending to his business, and while attending to his business 
that he preferably sacrificed his own property to perform his duty or 
to save the property of the Government. Anything along that line 
ought to be shown. Then here is the item to reimburse the officers 
and crew of the light-house tender Mamanita. 

Commander Helm. Although it is only hearsay to me, the Govern- 
ment has just recently recovered damages from the people that sunk 
the Manzanita^ and of course we were not to blame or we would not 
have gotten those damages. We got those damages through the court. 
The crew stood by the boat and worked until the boat went down, and 
then they just managed to scramble off, and everything they had on 
board went down with her. I think everybody on board will testify 
to that. 

Mr. Stevens. That case has been decided, you say ? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir; that was a case in the lower court. 
We recovered damages. 

Mr. Stevens. But that would not include any individual losses of 
the men. What was recovered there would go to the Government. 

Commander Helm. No, sir; that will be turned in to the Govern- 
ment, and we will never see that in the Light-House Board. 

The Chairman. And there have been no individual recoveries by 
the men for their losses, only this recovery by the Government? 

Commander Helm. The men recovered nothing on that. 

Mr. Stevens. The men would have a right to recover against the 
injuring party, would they not? 

Commander Helm. I do not know. 

Mr. Stevens. It would not be practicable, of course? 

Commander Helm. It would be impossible for a sailor man to go 
out there and get anything for the loss of his clothes in that way. 
The men do not know anything about it. The boat went down and 
they look to the Government, and that is all there is to it. 

Mr. Stevens. Will you give us a memorandum of how much was 
lost, and what was the result of that case, and how much was allowed 
by the decree in admiralty? 

Commander Helm. Very well. 

Mr. EscH. The annual report gives the names of the individuals 
and the amount of the personal loss of each. That is on page 1213 
of the report. 
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Mr. Stevens. Will you submit a statement in the Mamanita case 
showing the facts of the accident, where and how it occurred, and 
what was done? 

Commander Helm. Yes, sir. 

At 3.30 o'clock p. m. the subcommittee adjourned. 



Department of Commerce and Labor, Light-House Hoard, 

Washington, April .9, 1908, 
Hon. James R. Mann, M. C, 

House of Representatives, 

Sir: In compliance with your verbal Instructions to the Naval Secretary the 
Board has the honor to transmit the following information in regard to the 
cases of reimbursement mentioned in H. R. 20165. 

Claims of the South Gardiner Lumber Company for damages inflicted on the 
schooner Thomas W. H, White by the light-house tender Lila^ in the sum of 
$260.02. 

In addition to the information contained on pages 7 and 8 of the Board's 
Annual Report for 1907, the Board states that the accident occurred in Port- 
land Harbor, Me., at 8.30 a. m. on the 6th of June, 1904. The light-house 
tender Lilac was proceeding up Portland Harbor in a flurry of thiclv vapor, and, 
due to the clashing of the ice, failed to hear the bell sounded on the schooner 
Thomas W, II. White, which was lying at anchor. The injuries to the schooner 
Thomas W. H. White consisted in breaking seven streaks of side planking and 
plank sheer and one chain plate. No injury to the TAlac was reported. The 
Light-House Establishmet has done nothing toward repairing the injury inas- 
much as it has no funds available for such purpose. 

The following is an extract from the report of the master of the tender 
Lilac: 

*' I was using all due caution, steaminj: aheiul slow, two men on the lookout, 
and sounding whistle at regular intervals; had just been to a full stop and 
started ahead slow, when the lookout reported a vessel .dead ahead. I imme- 
diately gave the bells to go back at full speed; the engine responded and head- 
way was nearly stopped, when the vessel was struck abaft of main chains, 
breaking in six or seven plank." 

The accident occurred during a rapid formation of vapor over the broken ice 
in the vicinity, obscuring the previously fair view and rendering navigation 
difficult. 

The Board renews its reconuneiidation for the reimbursement of the owners 
of the schooner Thomas W. H. White. 

The claim of the Burlee Dry I>ock Company, of Port Richmond, Staten Island, 
N. Y., for damages done to its dry dock by the light-house tender Larkspur in 
the sum of $29.93. 

In addition to the information contained on page 8 of the Board's Annual Re- 
port for 1907, the Board states the accident occurred at the shipyards of the 
above-named company at about 31 a. m. on April 2, 3903, while the light-house 
tender Larkspur was testing its main engines. 

When this test was first commenced the lines mooring the vessel were taut, 
but a change of tide slackened them, allowing the engines to drive the vessel 
into the w^harf, breaking the 6 by 11 inch Y piece and otherwise damaging the 
wharf. 

The following is an itemized statement of the damage, to wit : 

21 pounds galvanized spikes $1.68 

300 feet yellow pine 12.00 

Five days' services of carpenter, at $3.25 a day 16. 25 

Total 29. 93 

No damage to the llglit-hcmse tender was rei)orted, and the Light-House Es- 
tablishment has take 1 no measures toward repairing the injury to the dock, hi- 
asmuch as it has no funds availal)le for the purpose.- 

As it appears the damage occurred without fault on the part of the Burlee 
Dry Dock Company, the Board renews its recommendation that the claim be 
allowed and api>ropriation in satisfaction thereof be made. 
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The claim of the owners of the schooner Bayard Barnes for damages inflicted 
by light- vessel No, 7/ in the sum of $12. 

In addition to the information contained on page S of the Board's Annual Re- 
l>ort for lf)07, the Board states that the accident occurred neur Lambert Point, 
Norfolk, Va., on Saturday, December 27, 1002. Tlie schooner Bayard Barnes was 
anchored off tlie coal i)ier at Lambert Point. Light-vessel No. 71 endeavored 
to back out of its berth at the coal pier, but owing to the failure of its engines 
to work properly collided with the Bayard Barnes, splitting two planks. This 
necessitated repairs, consisting of the insertion of a graving piece, in the amount 
of $12. No injury to the light-vessel was reported. The Light-House Estab- 
lishment has taken no measures to repair the injury to the scliooner, inasmuch 
as it has no funds available for this purpose. 

The claim of the Warrington Wharf Company, of Warrington, Ela., for dam- 
ages, to its wharf by the light-liouse tender Laurel, in the sum of $11.40. 

The Board has no further information relative to the claim other than is 
found on page 8 of its annual report for 1907. 

The claim of W. M. Quinn for property losses sustained by him while keeper 
of Cape San Bias (Florida) light station during the hurricane of October 8, 
1894, in the sum of $124.75. 

In addition to tlie information contained on page 8 of the Board's Annual Re- 
port for 1907, the Board has the honor to state that the hurricane destroyed the 
keeper's dwelling, extinguished the light, and destroyed the following house- 
bold goods of the keeper : 

Matting i l i $23. 00 

1 clock 4. 50 

1 bath tub 4.00 

2 rugs 7. 00 

Bedding 29.00 

5 chairs 8. 75 

3 pairs window shades 6.00 

Clothing, Mrs. Quinn i 14.00 

Clothing, children 9. 00 

Keeper's clothing 11. 00 

Dishes 8. 50 



124.75 



Mr. Quinn's record of eflSciency as a light keeper is good, he stayed by his 
light during the hurricane, and the Board recommends that an approi)riation 
be made to cover his claim, which is deemed both just and reasonable. 

Claim of George L. Long for property losses sustained by him while assistant 
keeper of Cape San Bias (Florida) light station during the hurricane of October 
8, 1894, in the sum of $75. 

In addition to the information contained on page 8 of its annual report for 
1907, the Board states that Mr. Long has a good record for efllciency, that he 
stayed by his light during the hurricane, and the ^oard recommends that an 
appropriation be made to cover his claim, which is deemed both just and 
reasonable. 

Claim of various light keepers in the eighth light-house district for property 
losses sustained by them at their resi)ective light stations during the hurricane 
of October 1, 1893. 

On the 29th of January, 1804, the Secretary of the Treasury transmitted to 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives eight original statements of per- 
sonal losses sustained by keepers . of light stations and other employees of 
the light-house establishment. On March 7 and April 3 of the same year the 
Secretary of the Treasury forwarded to the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives the original statement of personal losses sustained by Hans J. G. 
Olsen, keeper of Sand Island light station, Alabama, and Charles Johnson, 
assistant keeper of Sand Island light station. 

The total amount of the before-named claims is $2,641.24, $37.62 more than 
the amount called for by H. R. 20165. The Board has no more information 
than that furnished by the before-mentioned letters and its annual report 
for 1907. 

The claim of Harry C. Claiborne, keeper of Bolivar Point light station, Texas, 
for losses sustained during the hurricane of September 8, 1900. 

In addition to the information contained on page 9 of its Annual Report for 
1907, the Board states that Mr. Claiborne's record of efficiency is excellent; that 
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his services rondered during the hurricane in saving tlie lives of a large number 
of people are deserving of consideration. The Board, therefore, recommends 
that the claim be allowed. 

The claim of Gaston R. Poitevin, for losses sustained by him while assistant 
keeper of the East Pascagoula River (Miss.) light station, in the sum of $459.20. 

In addition to the information contained on pages 9 and 10 of its Annual Re- 
port for 1907, the Board has the honor to state that Mr. Poitevin's record for 
efficiency is excellent. The original sworn statement of loss suffered by him is 
transmitted herewith for your consideration and such action as may be deemed 
proper. His claim is deemed just and reasonable, and the Board renews its 
recommendation that an appropriation be made in settlement thereof. 

The claim of the heirs of C. K. Bowen, for property losses sustained by him 
while light deeper at Half Moon (Texas) light station during the hurricane of 
September 8, 1900, in the sum of $450.50. 

The Board states that it has no further information than that contained on 
page 10 of its Annual Report for 1907 and in House Document 103 of the first 
session of the Fifty-seventh Congress. 

The claims of the officers and crew of the light-house tender Manzanita, for 
personal property losses sustained by them on the foundering of that tender on 
October 6, 1905. 

The Manzanita was sunk in a collision with the dredge Columbia, owned and 
operated by the port of Portland commission, in tow of the tug John McCracken, 
near Puget Island, Columbia River. The accident occurred at night. The 
Manzanita was proceeding down river while the dreGge and the tug were coming 
upstream. The testimony of the master of the tender was to the effect that 
upon coming in sight of the dredge her appearance was such as to lead him to 
believe that she was anchored and at work. While the dredge was lighted up 
no red or green lights were displayed, nor was there evidence of the tug ; that he 
announced his intention of passing to the starboard by giving two blasts of the 
whistle, which were unanswered, and he understood that to mean that the dredge 
was stationary. It was not until too late to avert the collision that he dis- 
covered that the dredge was in motion and approaching the Manzanita in a diag- 
onal course. 

The master of the tug McCracken admitted his violation of the following pro- 
visions of the pilot rules for the inland waters of the Atlantic and Pacific coast : 

** When two or more boats are abreast, the colored lights shall be carried at 
the outer sides of the bows of the outside boats. 

" Barges or canal boats towing alongside a steam vessel shall, if the deck 
houses or cargo of the barge or canal boat be so high above water as to obscure 
the side lights of the towing steamer, when being towed on the starboard side 
of the steamer, carry a green light upon the starboard side ; and when towed on 
the port side of the steamer, a red light on the port side of the barge or canal 
boat; and if there is more than one barge or canal boat abreast, the colored 
lights shall be displayed from the outer sides of the outside barges or canal 
boats." 

The port of Portland commission denied responsibility for the collision and 
suit was brought in the United States courts. On March 14, 1908, a judgment 
was rendered against the commission in the sum of $12,670.96 for damages sus- 
tained by the Manzanita. In the decision of Judge Wolverton in the district 
court of the United States for the district of Oregon it is stated in substance 
that the dredge Colwnhia, in tow of the tug McCracken, was being navigated 
at night without displaying required running lights on the tow, and without 
proper lookouts, and that the signal (steam whistle) made by the Manzanita 
was not answered by the tow or tug, all of which tended to deceive the navi- 
gators of the Manzanita, and that such neglect and failure were the proximate 
contributing causes of the accident. 

No part of the judgment was for the personal claims of the officers and crew 
of the tender. They remained on board of the vessel trying to save her until 
the last moment, the vessel going down while they took to their boats. Their 
personal losses were therefore occasioned by their efforts to save Government 
property, and for this reason the Board's recommendation for their reimburse- 
ment Is most strongly renewed. 

The claim of the owners of the towboat Charles Ghamhrrlain. for damages 
to said boat by Heald Bank light-vessel A'o. 81, In the sum of $35. 

The accident occurred at New Orleans, La., on March 22, 1905. The light 
vessel was backing against a 5-lnch man I la hawser, which was laid from the 
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wharf to the stern of the vessel in order to throw the bow of the light vessel 
out into the stream when the spring or stern line parted. On account of the 
high river and swift current the stern of the vessel swung against the bow of 
the Ghamherlain, which was moored to the wharf, crushed in 6 feet of live oak 
stem (11 inches square) and bent the iron cutwater, 1^ inches thick, causing 
damage in the amount of $35. No damage to the light-vessel was reported. 

The Light-House Establishment has taken no measures toward repairing the 
damage to the Chamberlain , inasmuch as it has no appropriation available for 
the purpose. 

The collision occurred through no fault on the part of the Chamberlain, and 
the Board recommends that the claim be allowed and an appropriation of $35 
in settlement thereof be made. 

The claim of the owners of the vessel Clyde, for damages inflicted to said 
vessel by the light-house tender Oleander, in the sum of $79.95. 

This accident occurred in the Mississippi River off Caruthersville, Mo., at 
7.30 a. m., August 3, 1907. The Oleander was proceeding down the Mississippi 
when, through the breaking down of the steam steering gear, she became un- 
manageable and was run into the bank, striking the gasoline boat Clyde, dam- 
aging her to the following extent : 

Breaking cylinder timbers, one sprocket wheel and some f" matched lumber, 
retpairs for which amounted to $43.95. The owner of the vessel makes claim 
for six days lost time at $6 per day, amounting to $36. The collision made two 
heavy dents on the port bow of the tender. The Light-House Establishment has 
taken no measures looking toward repairing the damage done to the Clyde, 
inasmuch as it has no appropriation available for such purpose. The following- 
is from the report of the master of the Oleander, relative to the accident : 

" The tender was running down a comparatively straight shore above Caruth- 
ersville, Mo., and when abreast of town and at the usual distance from shore,, 
at 7.50 a. m., I unexpectedly heard the pilot signal the engineer. Looking 
ahead, I saw the tender was swinging very rapidly toward the bank. I imme- 
diately hurried to- the hurricane deck and learned from the pilot that the 
steering gear was foul and that the tender was backing. 

"After the accident we learned the cause to be a nut working off one of the 
gas-pipe rods controlling the steering gear on forward side of pilot wheel under 
pilot house." 

Respectfully, J. M. Helm, 

Commander U. S. Tsary, Naval Secretary. 



The State of Mississippi, 

Jackson County: 
This day personally appeared before the undersigned, clerk of the chancery 
court in and for said county and State, Gaston R. Peitevin, who, being duly 
sworn, on oath says : That he is and was on September 27, 1906, assistant light- 
house keeper at Pascagoula (river light), and as such resided at the light-house 
at the mouth of East Pascagoula River with his family; that on said date, 
to wit, September 27, 1906, a storm destroyed the house in which he resided 
and wrecked the light-house and other Government property there located; that 
aflSant owned and had on that date in his place of abode at the light-house the 
following personal property and effects, which were entirely lost and destroyed,, 
none of which have been recovered or restored to his possession, and which 
were of the value set opposite each item, and which value is a fair and con- 
servative figure for the articles named, to wit : 

Family clothing and bedding $100.00 

1 oak bedroom set 50.00 

1 bedstead 6.00 

1 toilet set 3.50 

1 wool bed 35.00 

1 feather bed 20.00 

2 moss mattresses 12.00 

8 feather pillows 10.00 

1 Singer sewing machine-. 47.50 

1 walnut center table, marble top 15.00 

1 parlor lamp 5.00 

1 folding lounge 14.00 
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6 parlor chairs $6. 00 

1 rocking-chair : 4. 00 

I large rug 5.00 

1 dining table ^ 7.00 

({ dining chairs 6.00 

1 sideboard 12.00 

China and glass ware 10.00 

Silverware 20.00 

Cooking utensils ,__ 5. OC 

Safe 6. 00 

5 window shades 2.50 

1 large crayon portrait 12.00 

S large crayon portraits, $3.00 each 11.70 

1 hand oil painting, old family relic 15.00 

1 pair spyglasses 6.00 

1 tool chest and tools 10.00 

1 dozen hens, 50 cents each 6.00 

50 broilers, 25 cents each 12.50 

1 cast net 4.50 

Gaston R. Peitevin. 
Sworn to and subscribed before nie this the 18th day of April, A. D. 11X)7. 

[SEAL.] * F. II. IjEWIS, 

Chancery Clerk Jackson County, Miss, 



Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, Decemher 21, 1907. 
Dear Sir: This Department has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a 
letter from your committee dated December 20, 1907, inclosing H. R. bill No. 
4850, to fix the compensation of light-house keepers and to provide for their 
retirement on half pay. 

In reply this Department states, at the instance of the Light-House Board, 
that it is not deemed practicable, in the interests of the Light-House Service, 
to establish a fixed compensation for light-house keepers at $50 per month and a 
fixed compensation for assistant light-house keepers at $40 per month, as pro- 
vided for in the bill specified, as different rates of pay are necessary according 
to the location of the light stations and for other reasons. 

The Department is of the opinion that a service of ten consecutive years is 
not a sufficient length of service upon which to establish a system for pension- 
ing light-house keepers. 

The Department also does not approve of pensioning light-house keepers 
unless they are included in a general pension list of all civil employees of the 
Government. 

The Department is therefore unable to approve the passage of H. R. bill 
No. 4850. 

Very truly, yours, Oscar S. Straus, 

Secretary. 
Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, March 28, J908. 
My Dear Mr. Mann : Replying to yours of the 26th instant, in which you say 
that the subcommittee on bills relating to light-house matters will be glad to 
hear me on Monday next on S. 4226, I beg to state that as an adverse report 
was received by the Senate Committee on Commerce upon that bill I do not 
think it possible to secure favorable action ; hence I will not he at the meeting 
of the subcommittee. 

Thanking you for your courtesy In the matter, know me to be. 
Sincerely, yours, 

J. H. Gallinger. 
Hon. James R. Mann, M. C, 

House of Representatives. 
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Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washingtonj March 20, 190S. 

Dear Sir : Referring to the committee's letter, dated March 17, 1908, Inclos- 
ing a copy of H. R. 19358, " to establish a light-house and fog-signal station on 
Eliza Island, Bellingham Bay, State of Washington," and asking that the 
committee be furnished with such suggestions as may be deemed proper touch- 
ing the merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage, I have the honor to 
submit the following information: 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that the 
commerce of Bellingham Bay is no doubt large enough to justify the installation 
of all the aids to navigation that can be made practically useful, and a properly 
located light and fog-signal station might be included. 

It is assumed that the light is not required to msirls. the approach to the 
wharves and anchorage in front of the city of Bellingham. For that puri)ose 
the light would have to be placed on the point south of Fairhaven, close to a 
group of electric lights and near enough residence quarters to inalte the fog 
signal a nuisance. Bellingham Bay offers an unobstructed channel with a 
width of 3 miles for a distance of 5 miles from the wharves, and the lights of 
the town should serve as a guide for vessels crossing the bay. 

The mouth of Bellingham Bay, however, is obstructed by a group of islands, 
and there are four navigable channels of entrance. A light and fog-signal 
station should be placed to serve as a guide through as many of these channels 
as practicable. Most of the islands are high and densely wooded. Thus they 
offer unfavorable sites and obstruct the distribution of light. 

The most suitable site appears to be on the southwest point of Eliza Island^ 
G miles from the city of Bellingham. This island is low and flat, and the light 
should be sufficiently elevated to be visible from all directions. 
' The fog signal should be a trumpfet, operated by an oil engine. To man a 
station of this character on an outlying island two keepers would be required, 
and suitable dwellings for both should be provided. The cost of the buildings 
and equipment for such a station is estimated at $30,000. 

It appears that the southern extremity of Eliza Island was reserved for the 
Light-House Establishment by an Executive order dated March 26, 1901, so 
that the purchase of a site will not be necessary. 

The Light-House Board suggests that the words " at a cost not to exceed the 
sum of thirty thousand dollars" be omitted in lines 6 and 7, and that the 
words " and that the sum of thirty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated therefor, out of any 
money in the Treasury .not otherwise appropriated," be substituted therefor. 

With this clause inserted in the bill, this Department recommends its passage. 
Very truly, yours, 

Oscar S. Strauss, Secretary. 

Chairman Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 



Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, March 12, 1908. 

Dear Sir: Referring to the committee's letter dated March 7, 1908, inclosing, 
H. R. 18755 "Authorizing a light station at Sabine Pass, Texas," and asking 
that the committee be furnished with such suggestions as nmy be deemed proper 
touching the merits of the bill and the propriety of its passage, I have the 
honor to submit the following Information : 

The Light-House Board, to which the matter was referred, states that the 
proposed light station has been recommended in its annual reports for the past 
eight years. The protecting mat of the east jetty extends out from shore about 
4 miles, and is now marked at its ont^r end by a small beacon light, which 
can only be considered as a temporary aid to navigation. Sabine Pass as a 
port of entry has grown rapidly, and the Board therefore deems that a perma- 
nent light and fog signal should be established on or near the site of the pres- 
ent beacon light, and that it should be similar in character to the one at Brazos 
Santiago, Tex. 
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As prices have increased since the original estimate was made, and as the 
experience gained from the results of the Galveston storm indicates that a 
greater height of structure is required for safety, it is respectfully suggested 
that the amount named in the bill be $50,000 instead of $40,000. 
With this amendment introduced, I recommend that the bill be passed. 
Very truly, yours, 

Oscar S. Straus, Seci'etary, 

Chairman Ck)MMiTTEE on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 



Department of Commerce and Labor, 

Light-House Establishment, 
Wilmington, Del, April 2, 1908, 
The Light-House Board, 

Washington^ D. G. 
Sirs: Referring to the Board's letter of March 31, 1908 (file No. 8146), re- 
questing an itemized statement of expenditures to date from the appropriation 
for elbow of Cross Ledge light station, New Jersey, together with an itemized 
estimate of the amounts still to be expended in order to complete the station, 
I have the honor to inclose herewith statements as requested. 

I have also the honor to submit the following Statement relative to these 
funds.; 

Elbow of Cross Ledge light station^ 'New Jersey, 

Appropriation dated April 28, 1904 $75,000.00 

Amount of appropriation expended by this office to April 1, 1908 68, 078. 38 

Amount of appropriation unexpended April 2, 1908 6, 921. 62 

Amount recommended in my annual report for 1907, for completion 

of this station 21,500.00 

Total amount available to complete station, if Congress au- 
thorizes amount recommended 28,421.62 

Very respectfully, 

C. A. F. Flagler, 
Major, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., 
Engineer Fourth Light-House District, 

Statement of amounts expended to April i, 1908, for elbow of Cross Ledge 
light station. New Jersey. 

Survey of site $159.81 

Borings at site ^_ 1,930.75 

Plans for entire structure 3, 805. 00 

Advertising metal work for foundation i 30. 80 

Metal work for foundation 14,535,90 

Inspection of metal work for foundation... 1,745.22 

Transportation of metal work for foundation to site of erection 356. 57 

Advertising erection of metal work for foundation 20. 80 

Erection of metal work for foundation 43,267.17 

Inspection of erection of metal work for foundation 1, 802. 41 

Water tanks for station 364.00 

Cradle for temporary light now in operation 25. 31 

Preparation of memoir, with photographs 32. 65 

Investigating damage by collision 1.99 

Total '. 68, 078. 38 
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Itemized estimate of amounts to be expended to complete elbow of Cross Ledge 

light station, New Jersey. 

Fourth-order lens, pedestal, clock, lamps, and installation of same $1, 200.00 

Metal work for superstructure 10,000.00' 

Erection of superstructure 8,000.00' 

Installation of fog signal (in duplicate) ^ 4,200.00 

Superintendence and office expenses 2,000.00 

Services of tender, one month 2,000.00 

Miscellaneous and contingencies 800.00 

Repairing damage done by collision 150.00 

Total 28, 350. 00 

Balance of appropriation unexpended by this office 6,921.62 

Additional appropriation requested 21,500.00 

Total ■- '- 2S, 421. 62 



Washington, D. C, Aprils, 1908. 
Dear Mr. Mann: Herewith I inclose you letter forwarded to me by the superin- 
tendent of steam towing of tlie Pennsylvania Railway Company, in compliance with 
my request that I be furnished with a statement of the commerce passmg through 
the Greenville Channel. 

I inclose you herewith also the statement for the month of October, 1907, with the 
request that you insert the same in the hearings on light-h luses. 
Very truly, yours, 

Eugene W. Leake. 
Hon. James R. Mann, 

House of Representatives J Washington^ D. C. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 

New York, April 4y 1908. 
Hon. Eugene W. Leake, 

House of RepresentaiiveSy Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: Of course the proposed light-house and fog signal would benefit a many 
times greater number of vessels and tonnage of freight, mail, express goods, and 
passengers that would not pass through the Greenville Channel. 

We have endeavored, as nearly as we could, to make you schedule of the Green- 
ville Channel traffic for one month. If you want it for one year it would be nearly 
accurate if you multiply it by 12, but there are so many vessels and so much traffic 
that can not be definitely reached for compilation as to make the channel of much 
greater importance than the attached figures. 

Shall be glad if you will command me for any further information that you may 
desire. 

Yours, truly, D. C. Chase, 

Superintendent Steam Towing. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



176 



ADDITIONAL. AIDS TO NAVIGATION. 



Stntern^nt of comn eve passing ihrmigh Greenville Channel for month of October^ 1907^ 
EAST AND WEST BOUND MOVEMENT OVER GREENVILLE FLOAT BRIDGES. 



Name of company. 



Westbound. 

New York, New Haven, and Hartford R. R 

Long Island R. R 

Palmer l»o(;k 

B. Campbell's Sons 

Pennsylvania 

Total 

Eaatbound. 

New York, New Haven and Hartford R. R. 

Long Island R. R 

Palmer Dock 

B. CampbeH'H Sons 

Pennsylvania 

Total 

Grand total 



Floats 
towed. 



Cars 
trans- 
ferred on 
floats. 



I 



721 
215 

16 
9 

14 



1,076 



721 
215 

16 
9 

14 



1,076 



2,150 



12,571 

3,185 

247 

60 

8 



16,071 



13,811 

3,272 

289 

68 

107 



17,497 



Tons. 



64,30» 

6,073 

4,325 

2,012 





76,718 



320,648 

72,899 

250 



1,942 



395,739 



33,568 472,457 



EAST AND WEST BOUND FREIGHT HANDLED BY GREENVILLE PIER. 



Name of company. 


Tows. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 


Material. 


Approxi- 
mate 
export. 


Local. 


EoBtbound. 
Pennsylvania 


231 

186 

46 

17 

23 

3 

1 

5 

4 

2 

1 


601 

186 

46 

30 

30 

6 

2 

10 

8 

4 

1 


31,616 

30,448 

6,407 

4,198 

3,072 

232 

95 

491 

442 

42 

27 


General merchandise 

Strap iron, rails, billets 

Strap iron 


70 
90 


Perct. 
30 


McAllister Bros 


10 


Hudson Lighterage Co 

Interstate Lighterage Co 

Merritt & Chapman 


100 


General merchandise 

Strap iron, machinery 

General merchandise 


60 
60 


40 
40 


M. P. Smith Lighterage Co .. 

Waller Lighterage Co 

J. B &J. M.Cornell 


100 


do. 


100 




Strap iron 


100 


G P Sherwood 


Stone ^ . 




100 


Export Lighterage Co 

New England Navigation Co. 


Pipe 


100 




Cotton 


100 


General merchandise 






Total 


519 


924 


77,070 


43.6 


56.4 






Wettbound. 
Pennsylvania 


26 
6 
3 

1 


65 
6 
3 

1 


3,454 
159 
259 
753 






Merritt & Chanman 


Machinery 






Bart lev Bros 


Scrap iron 








Stone 














Total 


36 


75 


4,625 








Grand total 


555 


999 81.695 













Total number of vessels towed through Greenville Channel for October, 3,149. 
Total number of tons carried through Greenville Channel for October, 554,162. 
A tonnage of 554,152 in one month would mean 6,649,824 tons a year, or about 401,500 cars. 

Tonnage delivered to steam and sailing vessels at Greenville, 



Name of vessel. 


Tows. 


Material. 


Tons. 


Destination. 


Steamer Navarra 


4 
4 
2 
2 


.Flat cars.... 

....do 

....do 

Steel 


5,619 

3,407 

2,682 

349 

11,957 




Steamer Santona 


Do. 


Steamer Knudson 


Do. 


Steamer Mae 


Jacksonville, Fla. 






Total 


12 
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TonncLge received from steam and sailing vessels at Greenville, 



Name of vessel. 


Tows. 


Material. 


Tons. 


Point of ship- 
ment. 


8t<*rftnnier NewJa-n'ls - , - 


4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Ore 


1,776 
3,163 
200 
99 
237 
110 
702 
479 
344 
210 


Spain. 
Do. 


Steamer Mariner 


do 


Schooner H. Kitchener 


Laths 


Domestic. 


Schooner E. S. Malcolm 


do 


Do. 


Schooner T. A. Lawrence 


Paving blocks 

TAthR 


Maine. 


Schooner Jeflf Looner 


Domestic. 


Schooner J. Rothwell 


Paving blocks 

do 


Maine. 


Schooner City of Au^sta 


Do. 


Schooner Albie Bawker 


..,..do 


Do. 


BarkMalwa 


Lumber 


Domestic. 








Total 


22 


5,619 











The material delivered in cars to the New York, New Haven and Hartford and 
Long Island railroads includes all classes of freight from coal and raw materials to 
perishable goods and live stock. 

The material received from these roads is mostly manufactured articles and 
finished products. 

The points of shipment and destination embrace cities and towns of every State in 
this country. 

This statement does not show the trips through Greenville Channel of light tugs, 
which was 96 during this month, for the Pennsylvania Railroad Company alone. 

In construction work vast quantities of material are towed through this channel 
each day of which no mention is made in statement herewith. 

This traffic would amount to several tows of many vessels and thousands of tons 
which can not be accurately estimated. 

37878—08 12 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX. 



A. 

Page. 

Apostle Group light-house — 32 

B. 

Beacon lights, Lower Broad Creek, North Carolina 25, 101 

Bogue Sound - 89 

Bolivar Point light 106 

Buckelllsland 66 

Buoys, anchorage New York Harbor 123 

Buoys, Chesapeake Bay 17, 21 

Buoy off Point Judith 4 

C. 

Cape Argo, Greg 149 

Cape Charles light 86 

Cape Henry light- vessel ,, 85 

Cape Hinchinbrook i 149 

Cape Romand 105 

Cape Vincent, N. Y., dwelling 16 

Casey, Col. Thomas L 64,150 

Chesapeake Bay, buoys 17 

Clark Ledge 10,64,93 

Cooper, Hon. S, B 27 

Cross Ledge: 78 

Crumpacker, Hon. E. D 29 

D. 

Delaware River - . . . 63, 84 

Delaware River post lights , 3, 99 

Depot, Honolulu 142 

Depot, New York (repairs) 69 

Depot, Philadelphia (repairs) 69 

Depot, San Juan 72 

Diamond Shoal light-house 89 

Duck Island light station 8, 93 

Dumplings, Bull Point 67 

Dwelling, Cape Vincent, N. Y 16,115 

E. 

Eagle River light station 122 

East Reef, Thimble Island 96 

Edgemoor, buoy depot 59 

El&)w Cross Ledge light station. New Jersey 152, 174 

Eliza Island 148,173 

Englebright, Hon. W. F 45 
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Garden Island Shoal, gas buoy 110 
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Goose Island Flats 61 
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Grand Point au Sable » - - 111 
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Honolulu, light-house depot 50 
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I. 

Indiana Harbor 29,112 
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J- 

Jeffreys Hook, Hudson River 68 
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K. 

Kahn, Hon. Julius 42 

Kalanianaole, Hon. Jonah K < . . 50 

Keller, Maj. Charles 125 

Kilauea Point, light station 146 

Knapp, Hon. C. L 50 

Kumuhahi, light station 146 

L. 

Lansing Shoal, Lake Michigan 109 

Leake, Hon. E. W , 11 

Lease, San Clemente Island 39 

Light-house, Apostle Group 32 

Light-house depot, Honolulu 50 

Light-house depot, Yerba Buena Island 42, 134 

Light-house, memorial, Matthew F. Maury 34 

Light-ship, Milwaukee Bay 46, 107 

Light-ship, Point Judith 4, 73 

Light station, Clark Ledge 10 

Light station, Duck Island 8 

Light station, Greenville, N.J 11 

Light station, Indiana Harbor ^ 29 

Light station, Punta Gorda 45, 136 

Light station, Sabine Pass, Tex 27 

Light station, San Pedro, Cal 38,132 

Lilac, the tender 166 

Lorain Harbor Black River, Lake Erie 118 

Lower Broad Creek, North Carolina 2, 89 

M. 

Manzanita, the tender .... 167 

Maury, Matthew F. (memorial) , light-house 34, 158 

McLachlan, Hon. James 39 

Merritt, F. C 10 

Michigan Island 119 
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Milwaukee Bay, light-ship 46 

Morse, Hon. E. A 32 

Myrtle, the 66 

N. 

Naval secretary, Light-Hoase Board 64 

Negro Point 68,94 

North Maniton Island : 108 

O. 

Orford Reef light-vessel •. 148 

P. 

Pearl Harbor.... 142 

Pharos, the tender 104 

Philadelphia Maritime Exchange 58 

Pigeon Point... 137 

Plum Beach, R. I 67 

Point aux Barques light station 114 

Point Judith, buoy off 4,97 

Point Judith, light-ship 4, 97 

Portage River fog signal 122 

Post lights, Delaware River 3 

Punta Gorda light-house station 45 

R. 

Ragged Point light 84, 1S4 

Ramsey, Robert 17 

Reedy Island light station 62,80 

Resurrection Bay 149 

Rock Harbor, Isle Royale 123 

Rondout Creek light station 95 

S. 

Sabine Pass, Tex., light station 105, 173 

San. Clement Island, lease 39 

Sanner, W. D : 21 

San Pedro, Cal., light station 38 

Schooner Ledge 83 

Sharwood, E. R 58 

Smith, Senator W. A 50 

Southwest Ledge, Connecticut 67 

Stafford, Hon. W. H 46 

State Ledge, Boston Harbor 67 

Staten Island light-house 68 

St, Joseph light depot 115 

Suisun Bay, Cal., Army Point light station 138 

Sulloway, Hon. C. A 8 

T. 

Thomas, Hon. C. R , 25 

Tompkinsville station 77 

W. 

Wetmore, Hon. George R 4 

Wood, Hon. Ira W 3 

Y. 

Yerba Buena Island light-house depot 42 
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H. R. 31,. New York Bay — Governor Island light Btation 97 
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H. R. 7591. Light-house, Indiana Harbor 29,111 

H. R. 7598. Light-house, Apostle Group 32,118 
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H. R. 11824. Light-house depot, Honolulu 50,142 

H. R. 11826. Honolulu Harbor range light 143 

H. R. 13079. Lease San Clemente Island 138 

H. R. 13092. Light-house station, Punta Gorda 45,136 

H. R. 13270. Light-ship, Point Judith 4,97 

H. R. 13450. Light station, Greenville, N. J 11,96,175 

H. R. 14396. Post lights, Delaware River 3,99 

H. R. 15118. Light station. Duck Island 8 93 

H. R. 15122. Additional light-house districts 155 

H. R. 15936. Grand Point au Sable, fog-signal station Ill 

H. R. 15941. Gas buoy. Garden Island Shoal 110 

H. R. 15942. Lansing Shoal light station 109 
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H. R. 16280. Rondout Creek light station 95 
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H. R. 16989. Additional aids to navigation in Light-House Establishment 58, 81 
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S. 4856. Lease San Clemente Island 39, 138 
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